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HE Following: "tranſlation. 
by.” 217 iof (Paubiand: Virginia ns 
written at Paris, amidſt the hör- 
rors oke Roboipierrs's' tyranny. | 
During that gloomy epocha,”it was 
difficult to E ocedparions which 
might cheat the; days, of calitiiity 
of their weary length, Society had 
11197 4 2 vaniſhed, 


© Hy PREFACE. 


" vaniſhed, and amidit the minute 
vexations of Jacdbinibal delpotilin, 
which, while it murdered in nal, 
perſecuted in-detail,-the reſources 
of n and even readings! were 
encom paſſed with Aanger. 
8 reſearches of domictliaty viſits ad . 
| already compelledime 10 ceomamit 
toghe flames o made ptwolume, 
Where I had traced. the Political 
ſeenes of which: 1 had bern 
witneſs, iovithb the coldvr ing af 
their firſt kopreſſions on my mind, 
niente es 4 4 with 
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vccuſtomed to follow the: iim pulls 


of my feelings, .could- only. have 
drawn at that fatal period, thoſe 5 
images af de ſolatian and deſpair 
: which baunted my, imaginatiun, oy 
and .divelt upon my hearts writing 
Was forbidden employment: S even | 

ceadirig bad its perils 31: for-book: | 
had cſometimes ariſfocratical in- 

ſignia, and ſometimes cunter- 


ws 
with thoſe frech tinte thatfads from | 
ecolleRida: and Nitice my pen, 
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pened to in the writer a con- 
ſpirator, they pupithed the trader 
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An this ſituation 1 e 


| the taſk, of employing a few. hours 4B 


every day in tranflating the charm- 
ing little novel of Bernard St. 
Pierre, entitled Paul and. Vir 
ginia 1 aud fond the uit both 
ing relief i in wandering: from my 
own oy refleQions. to thoſe 

8 enchanting : 


PREFACE vii 
enchanting ſbenes of ROS 
ritius7 which he has fo' admirably | 
deſcribed. 1 alſo. coinp0ſed a few 
ſonnets adapted to the peculiar pro- * 
ducticus of that pare of the globe, 
Which ub interf perſod ih thework. * 
. daft; wililink | | 
part of the tranilation; which * 
have: fitice ſupplied, having been | 
bent to the Municipality: of Paris, | 
in order to be examined aging: 2 
ih papers; Where they still re- 
main, mingled-witkrevolutioniry r 
1 | placards, 


ii PREFACE. | 
placards} thotions and hatangues.; | 
and are not likely ton be reſtored 1 
to day palſſſin. „ eee 
G e St ous 03 h42 Bat gabe aac 
Wich. reſpect to the tranſlation, 
J can only hope to deſervt the 
humble, merit o- mot Having de- 
| formedthe. beauty ofthe, origi 
mal. I have. inileed taken one 
liberty with my Author, which 
| iis fitd mould acknowledge, that 
of otdiittingiſeveral-pages.of gene- 
ral obſervations, "which, however 


bi; 5 9 excel - 


NE NOE. in 
entellent in themſelves; would be 
paſſed ovet with it patience by:the | 
Engliſh reader; When they inter- 
rupt the“ tpthetic narrative. In 


this reſpect the rwouations ſeem. | 


to change characters, and while 

. theiſerious; andbreferting Bngliſh- | 

mar [reqpaires; in novobauriting a8 = 

- iwelf 2s on! the theatte, "4" rapid 
Aucceftion 0 incidents, much 
buſtle, and ſlage- effet. without | i 
ſuffcring ide author to appear $A | 
himſelf; and in of _ 
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ide Mrs the: 60 ond. edle 
Frenchman liſtens atteutively to 
nM Jong i philoſophical: dreffectionls, 
While the: cataſtraphes af. the 

; drama ne ee aid 


Nee. 
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b laſt! poetic eee "0 
the ſonnets: whieh are imter{peried 


in this work, may perhaps be found 
1 even more imperfect than Wy ear- 


— 


her compoſitions 3: {fince. alter a | 
Jong exile from Evgland, 1 can 
: ſcarcely fatter 19 895 that wy car 


12 8 . 18 
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pn 
nasa oba language, with the 
ſounds of which it is ſeldom. Bad- 


dened; or that my poetical taſte is 


improved oy living ima eguntry N 
where arts have given Place to 


arms. But the erraten 


receive with indulgence. a work 


written under ſuch pecnligie oir- . 


cumſtances ; - not compoled i in the 


calm of literary leiſure, or in pur- 


ſuit of literary fame; but amidſt 


the turbulence of 0 moſt cone 


ſenſations, _ | 


xl PR EH ACN 
ſonifatinns;: ant in order to eſcape: 
æravhile from overwhelming! 
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N the Eaſtern coall of the mountain 
; which riſes above Port Louis, an. the 
Mauritius, upon a piece of land bearing che 
marks of former cultivation, ate ſeen” the 
ruins of two ſmall cottages... Thoſe ruins 
are ſituated near the centre of a valley, form- 
ed by immenſe rocks, and which opens 


only towards the north. On the leſt riſes 


the mountain, called the Height « of Diſco- 
very, from whence the eye marks the diſtant 
fail, when it firſt touches the verge < of, the 
horizon, and whence the ſigual is given 
when a veſſel approaches the iſland. At the 
foot of this mountain ſtands the town of 
Port Louis. On the right is formed the 


* 
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55 which Wien from Port Loot to the 


Shaddock Grove, Where the church, bearing 
that name, lifts its head, ſurrounded by its 
avenues of bamboo, in the midſt of a ſpa- 
cious plain; and the proſpeci terminates in 
a foreſt extending to the furtheſt bounds of 
the iſland. The front view preſents the Bay, 
denominated the Bay of the Tomb; a little 
on the right is ſeen the Cape of Misfortune, 
and beyond rolls the expanded ocean, on the 
ſurface of which appear a few uninhabited 5 
iſlands, and, among others, the Point of En- 
deavour, Why reſembles a baſtion "built 


upon the flood. 


At the entrance of the valley, which 
N thoſe various objects, the echoes of 
E mountain inceſſantly repeat the hollow 
murmurs of the winds that ſhake the neigh- 
| bouring foreſts, and the tumultuous daſhing 
of the waves which break at a diſtance upon 
the cliffs. - But near the ruined cottages all 
is cum and ſtill, and che only objects which 
$ chere 
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there meet the eye, are rude ſteep 1 that 

| riſe like a' furrounding rampaft. Large 
clumps of trees grow at their baſe, on their 
rifted ſides, and” even on their majeſtic tops, | 
where the clouds ſeem to repoſe. The 
ſhowers, which their bold points attract, often 
paint the vivid colours of the rainbow on their 
green and brown declivities, and ſwell-the 
ſources of the little river which flows at their 4 
feet, called the river of F an- Palms. 


* 1 1 
* 


Within this indolure ain the 4 
found. filence. The waters, the air, all the 
elements are at peace. Scarcely does the 
echo repeat the whiſ pers, of the palin-trees 
ſpreading their broad leaves, the long points 
of which are gently balanced by the winds, 
A. ſoft light illuminates the bottom of this 
deep valley, on which the ſun only es 
at noon. But even at break of day the rays 
of light are thrown on the ſu rrounding rocks, 
and ther ſharp peaks, riſing above, the ſha- 
1 of the , N. like tints of - 
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To this ſeene J loved to reſort, where I 
might enjoy at once the riches of the exten- 
ſive landſcape, and the charm of uninter- 
rupted ſolitude. One day when I was ſeated 


at the foot of the cottages, and contemplat- 


ing their ruins, a man, 
paſſed near the ſpot. 
ancient garb of the iſland, his feet were bare, 


advanced in years, 


5 and he leaned upon a ſtaff of ebony: his hair 


was white, and the expreſſion of his counte- 
nance was dignified and intereſting, I bowed 


to him with reſpect; he returned the ſaluta- 


tion; and, after looking at me with ſome 


| carneſtneſs, came and placed bimſelf upon 


the hillock where I was ſeated. Encouraged 
by this mark of confidence, I thus addieſſed 


8 ank » 4 
o = - 


= Father, can vou tel me to whom thoſe 


cottages once belonged?” P My fon,” Ne. 


gold and purple glaming 2 the azure 


He was dreffed in the 
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plied the old man: „ thoſe heaps of rubs + 
biſh, and that untilled land, were twenty 
years ago the property of two families wha 
then found happineſs in this ſolitude. Their 
hiſtory is affecting; but what European, 
purſuing his way to the Indies, will pauſe 
one moment to intereſt himſelf in the fate of 
a few obſcure individuals? What European 
can picture happineſs to his imagination 
amidſt poverty and neglect ? The curiolity 
of mankind is only attracted by the hiſtory 
of the great, and yet from that knowledge 
little uſe can be derived.“ Father,” I 
rejoined, ** from your manners and your ob- 
ſervations, I perceive that you have acquired 
much experience of human life. If you have 
leiſure, relate to me, I beſeech you, the hiſ- 
tory of the ancient inhabitants of this deſert; | 
and be aſſured that even the men who are moſt 
- perverted by the prejudices of the world, finda 
ſoothing pleaſ ure in contemplating that happi- 
neſs, which belongs to ſimplicity and virtue.“ 
fools man,aftera ſhort falence,during which 
A 3 | he 
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be leant his face upon his hands as if he were 
trying to recal the images of Ge 4 8 mus 
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q „ Monſeur 4 la Tour, a young man 
Who was a native.of Normandy, after hav- 
thy in vain ſolicited a commiſſion in the 
French army, or ſome ſupport from his own 
family, at length determined to ſeck his for- 
tune in this iſland, where he arrived in 1726. 
He brought hither a young woman, whom 
he loved tenderly, and by whom he was no 
leſs tenderly beloved. She belonged to a 
rich and ancient family of the ſame province, 
but he had married her without fortune, and 
in oppoſition to the will of her relations, 
who refaſed their conſent becauſe he was 
found guilty of being deſcended from parents 
who had no claims to nobility. Monſisur 


Le Noit, leaving his wife at Port, Louis, 


embarked for Madagaſcar, in order to pur- 
chaſe a few ſlaves to aſſiſt him in forming a 
N e in this inland. He landed at that, 
by TY 
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began his narration : ', 4 
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unhealthy kahlen, which £9mamences about 


the middle; of October; and, ſogn after his 
urtiyaly died of t the peſtilential feyer, which 


prevails. in that. country, fix months of the” 


year, and which Will. for ever baffle the 
artewpts. of the, European, wations 10 form 
eſtabliſhments on, that fatal. ſoil, Hig effects 
were ſeized upon by the rapacity of rangers; 
and, his wife, Who-was, piegnant, found her- 


ſelf a wide, in a country Where ſhe, had 
neither credit or Jecommendations and no 
other- earthly, palicſſion, .ox, rather ſapport, 
than gne negro-Woman.; Teo delicate to 
ſolicit protection or relief. from any, other, 
man after the death of him whom alone ſhe 


loved, misfortune armed her with courage, 


and the reſolved. to, caltiyate with her flave a 
little;pot of ground and procure for herſelf _ 
the mens, of ſ abſence, In Al iſland 1 
a deſert, and y where : thegr ound was left to the 
choice of the eatler, the avoided thoſe ſpots 
which were moſt fertile and molt favor rable 
to commerce ;, and ſeeking fome nook of the 
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mountain, ſome ſecret aſylum, bene ſhe 


might live folifaty and unknown, ſhe bent 
her way from the town towards thoſe rocks, 
where ſhe wifhed to ſhelter herſelf as in 4 
neſt. All ſuffering creatures, from a ſort of 
of common inſtinct, fly for refuge amidſt 

their Pains to haunts the moſt wild and Aeſo- 
late, as if rocks could form i raitipart againſt 
mis fortune, as if the calm of nature could 
| Huſh the tumults of the ſoul. Thit Probi- 
dence, which lends its ſupport,.when' we aſk 
but the ſupply of our neceſſary wants, had 
a bleſſing in reſerve for Madame de la Tour, 
which neither riches or greatneſs can pur- 
: chaſe ; ; this bleſſing was | hrs 0 


The tw to which W 12 45 la Tour 
| fled, had already been infiabited a year by A 
young woman of a lively good natured and 

affectionate diſpoſition. Margaret, for that 

was her name, was born in Britanny, of a 
N. family of peaſants, by whom ſhe was cheriſh- 

ed and beloved, and | with whom. ſhe might 
| T2 have 
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Have paſſed life in ſimple ruſtic happineſs, if, 
miſled by the weakneſsofa tender heart, ſhe had, 
not liſtened to the paſſion of a gentleman inthe, 
\. neighbourhood, who promiſed her marriage. 
He ſoon abandoned her, and adding inhuma- 
nity to ſeduction, refuſed to enſure a provi- f 
ſion for the child of which ſhe was pregnant. 
Margaret then determined to leave for ever 
her native village, and go where her fault 
might be concealed, to ſome colony diſtant 
from that country where ſhe had loſt the 
only portion of a poor peaſant girl, her re- 
putation. With ſome borrowed money ſhe 
purchaſed an old negro-flave, with whom 
ſhe cultivated a- littte ſpot of this cangan. 
Here Madame de la Tour, followed by her 
negro- woman, found Margaret fuckling her 
child. Soothed by the ſight of a perſon in a 
ſituation ſomewhat ſimilar. to her owny 
Madame de la Tour related, in a few words, . 
her paſt condition and her preſent wants. 
Margaret was deeply affected by the recital; 
and mote anxious to excite confidence than _ 
3 eſteem, 
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We AND VIRGINIA, 
eſicem n © {ke confeſſed, without aitguile, the 


errors 5 which the had been guilty. © As. 
for me,” ſaid ſhe, I deſerve my fate : bat' 


you, madam, — you at ofice virtuous and 
unhappy” 


ſhip. That lady, affected by this tender re- 
ception, preſſed her in her arms, and ex- 


claimed, Ah, ſurely heaven will put an 
end to my misfortunes, ſince it inſpires you, 


to whom I am a ſtranger, with more good- 
neſs towards me than I have ever experienced 
from my own relations!“ RE 


I knew TRIS ; and although my habi- 
tation is a league and a half from hence, in 


the woods behind that ſloping mountain, 1 


confidered myſelf as her neighbour, In 
the cities of Europe, a ſtreet, ſometimes even 

a leſs diftance, ſeparates families whom na- 
ture had united; but in new colonies we 
conſider thoſe perſons as neighbours, from 
whom we are divided only by Wood and 


PX 


OY 


And, ſobbing, ſhe offered 
Madame de la Tour her hut and her friend- 
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mountaing' : and. above. all, at that period, I 
when this iſland had Title intercourſe. with _ 
the ladies, neighbouthood alone gave a claim. 
to Friendſhip, and hoſpitality, towards ſtran- 1 
gert ſeemed leſs a duty than a pleaſure. No 0 | 
ſooner” Was 1 informed that, Margaret had,” 
found a companion, than I haſtened hither 
in the hope of being uſeful to my neighbour 
and her gueſt. | gent 
"Madame de la Ga polſltea | | acts 
welanchdly graces which! giye beauty addi- 
tional ower, by blending ſympathy with 
"ke ion. Her figure was intereſting, and 
her countenance expreſſed at once dignity 
ahd dcjeQion. . She Appeared. to be in the 
Lt lage of her pregnancy. I. told them 
y that, for the future tereſt of their chiidren, | 
| and to prevent the intruſion! we any other 
"fatter, it was neceſſary they ſhould divide 
| between them the property. of this wild” 
ſequeſtered. valley, which is nearly twenty 
acres in extent. They confided that taſk to 
£41 5 me, 
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2 and I marked out two equal portions of 
 Ohe'includes the higher part of this 
renee from the peak of that rock buried 
in clouds, whence Tprings the rapid river of 
Fan-Palms, to that wide cleft which you ſee 
on the ſummit of the mountain, and which: 
is called the Cannon”: s mouth from the 
reſetnblance 5 its form. It is difficult to. 
find a path a al ong this wild portion of the 
incloſure, the ſoil of which is incumbered 
with fragments of rock, or worn into chan- 
"nels. formed by torrents; yet it produces 
noble trees, and innumerable fs untains and 
rivulets. The other portion of land is com- 
priſed in the plain extending along the banks 
of the river of Fan- Palms, to the opening 
where we are now ſeated, from whence the 
Tiver takes its courſe between thoſe two 
hills, until it falls into the ſea. You may 
ſtill trace the veſtiges of ſome meadow-land, | 
and this part of the common is leſs rugged, 
but not more valuable than the other; ſince 
in the rainy ſeaſon 1 it becomes marſhy, and 
in 
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in 4 atten, | is fo hard 5 8 
that it Wil yield only to the ſtroke of the 
hatchet. 5 When 1 had thus divided the 
property, T perſuaded my neighbours . to- 
draw lots for their ſeparate poſſeſſions. The, 
| higher portion of land became the property 
af Madame de Ja Tour; the lower, of Mar- 
garet; and each ſeemed” ſatisfied with her 
reſpective ſhare, They intreated me to 
place their habitations together, that they 
might at all times enjoy the foothing ; inter- 
courſe of friendſhip, and the conſolation of 
mutual kind offices, Margaret s Cottage was 
fruated near the centre of the valley, and 
juſt on the boundary of her own plantation. 
Cloſe to that ſpot J built another cottage for 
the dwelling of Madame de la Tour ; and 
thus the two friends, while they polfeſſed 
all the advantages of neighbourhood, wel 
on their own property. | myſelf. cut par 
lifades from the mauntain, and brought 
leaves of Fan- Palms from the fea ſhore, in 


order to conſtruct thoſe two Cottages, of S 
which 
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trände or the roof. Vet a chere Aill 


remain but too many traces for my remem- 


this deſert to ſpare thoſe of friendſhip, as if 
Ne perpetuate Ye er till the laſt hour, of 
my exiſtence.” 


= . - 4 : : 
"be 4 " 5 »\ 


Madame de la Tour was delivered of a girl. 

I had been the godfather of Margaret's 
child, who was chriſtened by the name of 
Paul. Madame de la Tou- defared me to 


together with her fliend, who gave her 28 
name of Virginia. « She will be virtuous,” 

- cried Margaret, % and ſhe will be happy. 
have onl y known misfortune by wandering 
"from \ virtue,” 455 | 
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At the "PR Madame de Ia Tour reco- 


begun 


-1 "56 44 $45 33 41 (pb 
"which you, an now Jicern neither x the en- 


5877 5 her cottage finiſhed, when 


3 perform the ſame office for her chi Id alſo, 


Wel, thoſe two little territories had already | 


F 


| | brance Time, which ſo rapidly eros 
„ the proud monuments of empires, ſeems in 
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begun to yield ſome produce, perhaps in a 
gun to p | 


ſmall degree owing to the care which Iocca- 
ſionally beſtowed on their improvement, but 


far more to the indefatigable labours of the £2 


two ſlaves. Matgaret's flave, who was called 
Domingo, was Mill healthy and robuſt, 
although advanced in years; he poſſeſſed 
ſome knowledge, and a good natural under- 
ſanding. He cultivated indiſcriminately, on 
both ſettlements, ſuch ſpots of ground as 
were moſt fertile, and ſowed whatever grain 
he thought moſt congenial to each particular 
ſoil. © Where the ground was poor he 
ſtrewed maize; where it was moſt fruitful 
he planted wheat, and rice in ſach ſpots as 
were marſhy. He threw the ſeeds of gourds 
and cucumbers at the foot of the rocks, 
which they loved to climb and decorate with 
their luxuriant foliage. In dry ſpots he 
cultivated the ſweet potatoe; the cotton-tree 
flouriſhed upon the heights, and the ſugar- 
cane grew in the clayey ſoil. He reared 
ſome plants of coffee on the hills, where the 
grain, 
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grain, although ſmall, is excellent. The 
Plantain-trees, / which ſpread their grateful 
ſhade on the banks of the river, and encir- 


cled the cottage, yielded fruit throughout 


the whole year. And laſtly, Domingo cul- 
tivated a few plants of tobacco, to charm 


away his own cares. Sometimes he was 


employed in cutting wood for firing from 
the mountain, ſometimes in hewinf pieces 
of rock within the incloſure, in order to 
level the paths. He was much attached to 
Margaret, and not leſs to Madame de la 


Tour, whoſe negro-woman Mary he had 


married at the time of Virginia's birth; and 


he was paſſionately fond of his wife. Mary 


was born at Madagaſcar, from whence ſhe, 


had brought a few. arts of . induſtry : ſhe 
could weave baſkets, and a fort of ſtuff, with 


long graſs that grows in the woods. She 
was active, cleanly, and, above all, faithful. 
It was her*care to prepare their meals, to 


rear the poultry, and go ſometimes to Port 


Louis and ſet! the ſuperfluities of theſe little 
. plantations, 


* 
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n which Were not very conſide. 
rable. If you add to the perfonages 1 1 have 
already * "mentioned, two oats. who were 
brought up. with the children, and a great 
dog who kept watch at night, you will have a 
complete idea of the hauſbold, as well as of 


the revenue of thoſe two farms. * 


5 5 1271 
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Madame de a Tour and N friend 9 


employed from the morning till the evening, 
in ſpinning cotton for the uſe of their fami- 
lies. Deſtitute of all thoſe things which 


their own induſtry could not ſupply, they fy 
' walked abqut their kabitations with their 


feet, bare, and ſhoes were a convenience 
reſerved" for Sunday, when at an early hour 
they attended maſs at the church of the Shad- 
dock Grove, which you ſee vonder: that 
church is far more diſtant than Port Louis, 
yet they ſeldom viſized the town, leſt they 
| ſh6uld be treated with. contempt, becauſe they 
were dreſſed i in the coai ſe blue linen of Ben- 
gal, which | is uſually 1 worn | by flaves, But 
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is here in "that external deference, which 
fortune commands, is there a compenſation | 
for domeſtic happineſs ?. If they had ſome- 
thing to ſuffer from the world, this ſerved 
but to endear their humble home, No ſoon- 
er did Mary and Domingo perceive, them 


from this elevated ſpot, on the road of the 
Shaddock Grove, than they flew to the. foot 


of the mountain, in order to help them to 
aſcend. They diſcetned in the looks of their 
domeſtics, that joy which their return in- 
ſpired. They found | in their retreat, neat- 
nels, independence, all thoſe bleſſings which 


are the recompence of toil, aid received 


thoſe ſervices which haye their ſource in 
affection. United by the tie of Gmilar 
wants, and the ſympathy of ſimi Jar misfor- 
tunes, they gave each other the tender names 
of companion, friend, ſiſter, — they had but 


one will, one intereſt, one table all cheir 


poſſeſſions were in common. And if ſome- 
times a paſſion, more ardent than friendth: p. 


aWakeficd 1 in their hearts the pang of una- 


vailing 
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vailing anguiſh, a pure religion, united with 
chaſte manners, drew their affeQtions to- 
wards. another life; as the trembling flame 
riſes towards heaven, when it no longer finds 
any aliment on n 7 


Madame de la Tour ſometimes leaving 
the houfhold cares to Margaret, wandered 
out alone; and, amidſt this ſublime ſcenery, 
indulged that luxury of penſive ſadneſs, 
which is ſo ſoothing to the mind after the 
firſt emotions of turbulent forrow have 
ſubſided. Sometimes ſhe pgured forth the 
effuſions of melancholy in the language of 
verſe ; and although her compoſitions have 
little poetical merit, they appear to me to 
bear the marks of genuine ſenſibility. Many 
of her poems are loſt, but ſome ſtill remain 
in my poſſeſſion, and a few ſtill hang on my. 
memory, I will repeat t to you a ſonnet ad- 
are to love. | "Rn 
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An Love! exe yet 1 knew thy fatal power, 
Bright glow'd the colour of my youthful days, 
As, on the sultry zone, the torrid rays | | : 
That paint the Þbroad-leav'd plantain's glossy 
bower: | Wo | 
Calm was my bosom 10 this silent hour, | 
When o'er the dcp, zcarce heard, the zephys 
strays, N 
Midst the cool tamarinds indolently plays, 
Nor from the orange shakes its od'rous flower e 
+ But ah! since Love has all my heart possest, 
That desolated heart what sorrows tear? 
Disturd'd, and wild as occan's troubled breast, 
When the hoarse tempest of the night is there! 
_ Yet my complaining apirit asks no rest | | 
This bleeding bosom cherishes despair. 
The 
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The tender and facred duties which nature 


W ble. became a ſource of additional hap-. © 
pineſs to thoſe affe ctionate mothers, whoſe * 
mutual- friendſhip acquired new ſtrength at 


the ſight of their children, alike the offspring 


of unhappy love. They delighted to place | 
their infants together in che ſame bath, to 


nurſe themin the ſame cradle, and ſometimes 
changed the maternal boſom at which they 
received nouriſhment, as if to blend with the 


ties of friendſhip, that inſtinctive affection, þ 


which this act of tenderneſs produces. My 
friend,” cried Madame de la Tour, © we 
ſhall each of us have two children, and each 
of our children will have two mothers." 


As two buds which remain on two trees of 
the ſame kind, after the tempeſt has broken 
all their branches, produce more delicious 


fruit, if each, ſeparated from the maternal 


ſtem, be grafted on the neighbouring tree; 


ſo thoſe two children, deprived of all other 


ſupport, imbibed ſentiments more tender 


than thoſe 125 ſon and unter, brother and 
ſiſter, 


4 — 
r -. 
LEN 
= = = i» © ad 


22 PAUL AND; VIRGINIA: 


ſiſter, when exchanged at the beat of thoſe 
| who had given them birth; While they 
were yet in their cradle, their mothers talked 
of their. marriage ; and this proſpect « of con- 
jugal felicity, with which. they ſoothed their 
own cares, often called forth the tears of 
bitter regret. . The misfortunes of one mor 
ther had ariſen from having neglected mar- 
Tiage, thoſe of the other from having ſub⸗ 
| mitted to its laws: one had been made 
unhappy by attempting to raiſe herſelf above 
her humble condition of life, the other by 
deſcending from her rank. But they found 
_ conſolation in reflecting that their more 
fortunate children, far from the eruel pre- 
judices of Europe, thoſe prejudices which 
poiſon the moſt precious ſources of our hap- 
pineſs, would enjoy at once the pleaſures of 
love, and the bleſſings of equality. 

Nothing could exceed the attachment 
which thoſe infants already diſplayed for each 
other; If Paul complained, his mother 


pointed to Virginia, and at that ſight he 
ſmiled, 


— 


um, . 
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ſmiled, and was, ant. 16 any accident. 
befel Virginia, che cries of Paul gave notice 
o the, difafter ; and, then Virginia Would 


76 


Paul "as ipbappy. Wen I came hither, 


fappreſs her complaints when ſhe found that, | 


1 "uſually found them quite: naked, which i is Ho 


the cuſtom of this country, tottering in their 
walk, and holding each other by the hands 
and under the arms, as we repteſent the 
eönſtellation of the twins. At night theſe 

infants often, refuſed to be ſeparated, and 
were found lying in the fame cradle, their 
cheeks, their boſoms preſſed cloſe together, 
their hands thrown round each . other's 

neck, and, fleeping, locked i in one another's 

kee. 747.165 
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When they egal to ſpeak, as firſt names 
they learnt to give each other were thoſe of 
brother and ſiſter, and childhood knows no 
ſofter appellation. , Their education ſerved 
to augment their early friendſhip, by direct- 
ing it to the ſupply of their e wants. 
331 In 
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In a "Whrt e all that regarded the houſhold . 
ceconomy, the care of | preparing their roral | 
| repaſts, became the taſk of ' Virginia, whoſe | 
labours were alwayscrownel with the Pee | 
and kiſſes of her bre: her. As lfor Paul, 
always in motion, he dug the garden with 
Domingo, or followed him with 4 little hat- 
chet into the woods, where, if in bis ram 
bles, he eſpied a beautiful flower, fine fruit, 
or a neſt of birds, even at the top of a, tree, 
he climbed up and brought it home to, his 
fiſter. 55 


1 +4 
* 


' 


. 
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When you met — 5 one or thoſe chil. 
dren, 1 you might be ſure the other was not 
diſtant. One day coming down that moun- 
tain, I ſaw Virginia at the end of the garden, 
running towards the houſe, with her petti- 
coat. thrown over her head, in order to 
ſcreen herſelf from a ſhower of rain. At a 
diſtance I thought ſhe was alone, but as [ 
haſtened towards her, in order to help her 
on, I perceived that ſhe held Paul by the 

f arm, 
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arm, wha was almoſt entirely enxelopped i in 
the ſame canopy, and both were laughing 
heartily at being ſhelcered together under n 
umbrella of their own invention. | Thole two 
charming faces, placed within the petticoat, 
ſwelled, by the wind, recalied to my mind 
the children of Leda, incloſed within the 


ame ſhell, 

Their fole ſtudy.» Was 1 to pleaſe and : 
aſſiſt each other; for of all other things they | 
were ignorant, and knew neither how to 
read or write. The I'S were never diſtucbed 
by reſearches into paſt times, nor did their 
curioſity extend beyond the bounds of that 
mountain: they believed that the world ended 
at the ſhores of their on iſland, and all their 
ideas and affections were confined within its 
limits. Their mutual tenderneſs, and that 
of their mothers, employed all the aCtivitz 
of their ſouls. Their tears had never bee! 
called forth by long application to uſeleſs 
ſciences. + Their minds had never been 

5 B wWearied 
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wearied by leſſons of morality, ſuperfluous 
to boſoms unconſcious of ill. They had 
never been taught that they muſt not ſteal, 

_ becauſe every thing with them was in com- 
mon; or be intemperate, becauſe their ſimple 
food was left to their own diſcretion ; - OT 
falſe, becauſe they had no truth to conceal. 
Their young imaginations had never been 
_ terrified by the idea that God has puniſh- - 
ments in ſtore for ungrateful children, ſince 
with them filial affection aroſe naturally 
from maternal fondnels. All they had been 
taught of religion was to love it, and if they 
did not offer up long prayers in the church; 
wherever they were, in the houſe, in the 
fields, in the woods, they raiſed towards 
heaven their innocent hands, and their hearts 


purified by virtuous affections. 


Thus paſſed their early childhood, like a 
beautiful dawn, the prelude of a bright day. 


Already they partook, with their mothers, 
the cares of the houſhold. As ſoon as the 


cry 


1 
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cry of the wakeful 9 n the Grſt 
beam of the morning, Virginia aroſe, and 


haſtened to draw water from a neighbouring 


ſpring; then returning to the houſe, ſhe 
Prepared the breakfaſt. When the riſing 
s ſun lighted-- up the points of thoſe rocks, 
: which overhang this incloſure, Margaret and 
her child went to the dwelling of Madame 
de la Tour; and they offered up together 
their morning prayer. This ſacrifice of 
thankſgiving always preceded their firſt re- 


pat, which they often partook before the 
door of the cottage, ſeated upon the graſs _ 


under a canopy of plantain ; - and while the 


branches of that delightful tree afforded a 
grateful ſhade, its ſolid fruit furniſhed food 


ready prepared by nature, and its long gloſſy 
leaves ſpread upon the table, ſupplied the 


* N 


want of Biken. 


ba Pa and wholeſome nouriſhment 


gave early growth and vigour to thayperſons 


of thoſe children, and their countenatices 
e expreſſed 
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exp refſed the parity. 4K the peace of their 


ſouls. At twelve years of age, the figure of 
Virginia was in ſome degree formed; a pro- 
fuſion of light hair ſhaded her face, to which 
her blue eyes and coral lips gave the molt 
charming brilliancy. Her eyes ſparkled with 1 
vivacity when ſhe ſpoke; but when ſhe was 
filent, her look had a caſt upwards, which 
gave it an expreſſion of extreme ſen{ibiliry, 
or rather of tender melancholy. Already 
the figure of Paul Giayed the graces of 
manly beauty. He was taller than Virginia, 
his ſkin was of a darker tint, his noſe more 
aquiline, and his black eyes would have 
been too piercing, if the long eye-laſhes, by 
which they were ſhaded, had not given them 
a look of ſoftneſs. He was conſtantly in 
motion, except when his ſiſter appeared, and 
then placed at her fide, he became quiet. 
Their meals often paſſed in ſilence; and 
from tie grace of their attitudes, the beauti- 
ful proportions of their figures, and their 


naked feet, you might have fancied you 
beheld 
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beheld an , gntgue groupe. of white ek, 
repreſenting ſome of the children et d iobe ; 

if thole eyes which ſought to meet, thoſe 
ſmiles which were anſwered by, finiles of 
thi moſt tender ſoftneſs, had not rather given 


you the idea of thoſe happy celeſtial ſpirits, * 


whoſe nature. is love, aud who are not obliged 
to have recourſe to. words for the 'expreſhon 


of that- intuitive ent ment. In the mean 


| time, Madame de la Tour, perc-iving every 
day f. Tame unfolding, grace, ſome new beauty 
in her daughter, felt her materpal anxiety | 
increaſe with her tenderneſs, She often. ſaid 
to we. lf, I ſhould die, what will become 
of Waren without fortune 2 
f 1 

* Matame de la; \ Tour, had an aunt in France, 
wha Was, \ roman of,q quality, rich, old, and 
2 great higot... She had behased towards her 
niece with [y mach cruelty upon er: mar- 
riage, that Madame de. la Tour Had deter- 
mired that no diſtrefs, of misfortune GS: 

ver compel her 0. We recourſe to her 
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wo hearted, kgs, Bat when ſhe became 
2 mother, the pride of reſentment was Rifles 
® in the gronger feelings of maternal ten- 
derneſs; She wrote to her aunt, informing 
her of the. ſudden death of her. huſband; the 
birth of her daughter, and the difficulties in 
which ſhe was. involved at 4 diſtance from 
her own country, without ſupport, and bur-" 
dened with a child. She received no anſwer ; 7 
but notwithſtanding; t that high ſpirit which 
was natural to her chara@ttr, { e no longer 
feared expoſing berſelf to mortification and, 
reproach ; and althou gh he knew her re- 
lation would never pardon her having mar- 
Tied a man of merit, but ndt of noble birth, 


* 


* 


Portunity in the hope of awakeving] her com- 
paſſion for Virginia. Many years however 
i paſſed, during which ſhe received. not the” 
ſmal! eſt taſlimony of her remembrance. 85 
At length, in 17 38, three years after che 
arrival of Monfieur de Ja Bourdonnais in this. 
Hand, Madame de h Tour was informed 
that 


ſhe continued to write to her by every op- f 


— 
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that the governor had a letter to give her: 
from her aunt. She flew to Port Louis, 
careleſs on this occaſion of appearing in her 
homely garment, Maternal hope and. joy” 
ſubdued all thoſe little conſiderations which 
are loſt when the mind is abſorbed by any 
powerful ſentiment, Monſicur de la Bour- 
donnais delivered to her a-letter from her 
aunt, who informed her, that ſhe deſerved 
her fate for having married an adventurer 
and a libertine : that miſplaced paſſions 
brought along with them their own puniſhs 
ment, and that the ſedden death of her huſ- 
band muſt be conſidered as a viſitation from 
heaven: that ſhe had done well in going to 
a diſtant iſland, rather than diſhonour her 
family by remaining in France ; and that 
afterall, in the colony where ſhe had taken 
refuge, every perſon grew rich except the 
idle. Having thus laviſhed ſufficient cenſure 
upon the conduct of her niece, the finiſhed 
by an eulogium of herſelf. To avoid, ſhe 
ſaid, the almoſt inevitable evils of marriage, 

B 4 ſhe - 
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ſhe had determined to remain in a ſingle 
Nate, In truth, being of a very ambitious 
temper, ſhe had reſolved only to unite 
herſelf to a man of high rank; and, although 
ſhe was very rich, her fortune was not found 
a ſufficient bribe, even at court, to counter- 
balance the malignant diſpoſitions of her 
mind, and the difagreeable qualities of her 
perſon, 


She added in a poſtſcript, that after mature 
deliberation, ſhe had ſtrongly recommended 
her niece to Monſieur de la Bourdonnais. 
This ſhe had indeed. done, but in a manner 
of late too common, and which renders a 
patron perhaps even more formidable than a 
declared enemy; for in order to juſtify her- 
ſelf, ſhe had cruelly flandered her niece, 
while ſhe affected to pity her misfortunes, 
Madame de la Tour, whom no unpre- 
judiced perſon could have ſeen without 
feeling ſympathy and reſpect, was received 
with the utmoſt coldneſs by Monſieur de la 
Bourdonnais: 
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Bourdonnais 2 and when ſhe painted to kita 
her own fituation, and that of her child, 
he replied with indifference, We will ſee 
what can be done — there are ſo many to 
relieve— why did you offend fo reſpectable 
a relation? — You have been much to 
blame.” 


Madame de Ia Tour returned to her 
cottage, her boſom throbbing with all the 
bitterneſs of diſappointment, When ſhe 
arrived, {he threw herſelf on a chair, and 
then flinging. her aunt's letter on the table, 
exclaimed to her friend.“ This is the 
recompenſe of eleven years of patient ex- 
| pectation Lai Madame de la Tour was 
the only perſon in their, little circle who 
could read, the again took up the letter, 
which ſhe 1ead aloud. Searce.y had ſhe 
fümmed when Margaret excianned, ** W hat 
have we to do with vour [elations ? Has 
God then fo F ken us? He only is our 
father, —Have we not hitherto been happy? 


ie B 5 | Why 
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Why then this regret ?!—You have no eou-· 
rage.” Seeing Madame de la Tour in 
tears, ſhe threw herſelf upon her neck, and 
preſſing her in her arms, My dear friend“! ? 
cried ſhe, © My dear friend }”—But her 


emotion choaked her utterance, 


At this ſight Virginia burſt into tears, and 
preſſed her mother's hand, and Margaret's 
alternately, to her lips, and to her heart ; 
while Paul, with his eyes enflamed with + 
anger, cried, claſped his hands together, and 
ſtamped with his feet, not knowing whom 


to blame for this ſcene of miſery. The noiſe 


ſoon led Domingo and Mary to the ſpot, 
and the little habitation reſounded with the 
cries of diſtreſs. ** Ah Madam — My good 


miſtreſs! — My dear mother — Do not 
weep!— | | 


Thoſe tender proofs of affection at length 
diſpelled Madame de la Tour's ſorrow, She 
took Paul and Virginia in her arms, and 

N embracin g 
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embracing them, cried, ** You are the cauſe 
of my affliftion, and yet my only ſource of 
delight; yes, my dear children, misfortune 
has reached me from a diſtance, but ſurely 
I am ſurrounded by happineſs.” Paul and 
Virginia did not underſtand this reflexion ; 
but when they ſaw that ſhe was calm, they 
ſmiled, and continued to careſs her. Thus 
tranquillity was reſtored, and what had paſ-+ 
ſed proved but a tranſient ſtorm, which 
ſerves to give freſh verdure to a beautiful 


spring. 


Although Madame de la Tour appeared 
calm in the preſence of her family, ſhe 
ſometimes communicated to me the feelings 
that preyed upon her mind, and ſoon after 
this period gave me the following ſonnet; , 
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TO DISAPPOINTMENT. 
" . 
PALE Disappointment! at thy freezing name 
Chill fears in every shiv ring vein I prove, 2 
My sinking pulse almost forgets to move, 
And life almost forsakes my languid frame—- 
Yet thee, relentless nymph ! no more I blame—- 
Why do my thoughts midst vain illusions rove ? 
uy gild the charms of friendhip and of love 
Wich the warm glow of fancy's purple flame? 
When ruſiling winds have some bright fane 
7 775 o'erthrown, | c 
Which shone on painted clouds, or seem'd to 
shine, 
Shu!l the fond gazer dream for him alone 
Th:te clouds were stable, and at fate repine ?- 


1 feel alas! the fault is all my own, 


Aud ah, the cruel punishment is mine !--- 


. 
1 


The 
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The amiable diſpoſition of thoſe childten 
unfolded itſelf daily. On a Sunday, their 
mothers having gone at break of day to 
maſs, at the church of the Shaddock Grove, 
the children perceived a negro woman be- 
neath the plantains, which ſhaded their ha- 
bitation. She appeared almbſt waſted to a 
ſkeleton, and had na other garment, than 2 
ſhred of courſe cloth thrown acroſs her loins. 
She flung herſelf at Virginia's feet, who was 
preparing the family breakfaſt, and eried, 
My good young lady, have pity on à poor 
flave: for a whole month I have wandered a- 
moneſt theſe mountains, half dead with 
hunger, and often purſued by the hunters 
and their dogs. I fled from my maſter, a 
rich planter of the Black River, who hag 
uſed me as you ſee —and ſhe ſhewed her 
body marked by deep ſears. from the laſhes 
ſhe had received, — She added, I was going 
to drown myſelf, but hearing you lived here, 
1 did to myſelf, fince there are ſtill ſome 
| W 34s 1; 130: $15 en 
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good white . in this country, I need 
not die yet.“ | 
Virginia anſwered with emotion, Take 5 
courage, unfortunate creature | here is food; 
and ſhe gave her the breakfaſt ſhe had pre- 
pared; which the poor flave in a few minutes 
devoured. When her hunger was appeaſed, 
Virginia ſaid to her, © Unhappy woman, 
will you let me go and aſk forgiveneſs for 
you of your maſter ! Surely the ſight of 
you will touch him with pity—will you 
ſhew me the way? — © Angel of heaven,” 
anſwered the poor negro woman, I will 
follow you where you pleaſe,” Virginia 
called her brother, and begged him to accom- 
pany her. The flave led the way, by wind- 
ing and difficult paths through the woods, 
over mountains, which they chmbed with 
difficulty, and acroſs rivers, through which 
they were obliged to wade. At length they 
reached the foot of a precipice upon the 
borders of he Black River. There they 
perceived a well-built houſe, ſurrounded by 
extenſive 
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extenſive plantations, anda great number of 
ſlaves employed at their vatious labours. 
Their maſter was walking amongſt them 
with a pipe in his mouth, and a ſwitch: in 
his hand. He was a tall thin figure, of # 


brown complexion, his eyes were ſunk in 


his head, and his dark eyebrows were joined 
together, Virginia, holding Paul by the 
hand, drew near, and with much emotion 
begged him for the love of God, to pardon 
his poor ſlave who ſtood trembling a few 
paces behind. The man at firſt' paid little 
attention to the children, who, he ſaw, were 
meanly dreſſed. But when he obſerved the 
elegance of Virginia's form, and the profu- 
ſion of her beautiſul light treſſes, which had 
eſcaped from beneath her blue cap; when 
he heard the ſoft tone of her voice, which 
trembled, as well as her Whole frame, while 
ſhe implored his compaſſion, he took the 
pipe from his mouth, and lifting up his ſtick, 
ſwore, with a terrible oath, that he pardoned 
his flaye, not for the loye of beayen, but of 
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1 


her who aſked his forgiyeneſs. Virginia 
made a ſign to the flave to approach her 
maſter, and inftantly ſprung "Ways followed 
by Paul, 


— 


4 

They citabed up the precipice 5 had 
deſcended ; and, having gained the ſummit, 
ſeated themſelves at the foot of a tree, over- 
come with fatigue, hunger, and thirſt, They 
bad left their cortage faſting, and had walked 
five leagues fince break of day. Paul fa;d to 
Virginia, * My dear fiſter, it is paſt; noon, 
and, 1 am ſure you are thirſty and hungry; 
we ſhall find no dinner here; let us go down 
the mountain again, and alk the maſter * 
the poor ſlave for ſome food.. Oh, no,“ 
anſwered Virginia, „he frightens me too 
much : remeinber what mama ſometimes 
fays,. the bread * the wicked is like ſtones 
in the mouth.“ „What ſhall we do 
then ?“ laid. Paul * theſe trees produce no 
fruit; a0 I hall not be able to tind even a 
tamarind r a lemon togcficſh you. Scaices 
* ly 
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ly had ſhe pronounced theſe words, When 
they heard the daſhing. of waters which fell 
from a neighbouring rock. They ran thither, 
and having quenched their thirſt at this 
cryſtal ſpring, they gathered a few creſſes 
which grew on the border of the ſtream. 
While they were wandering in the woods 
in ſearch of more ſolid nouriſhment, Virginia 
ſpied a young palm- tree. The kind of cabbage 


which is found at the top of this tree, enfoldec ; 


within its leaves, forms an excellent ſuſte- 
nance ; but although the ſtalk of the tree 
was not thicker than a man's leg, it was above 
ſixty feet in height. The wood of this tree 
is compoſed of fine filaments ; but the bark 
is ſo hard, that it turns the edge of the hat- 
chet ; and Paul was not even furniſhed with 
a knife, At length he thought of ſetting fire 
to the palm-tree ; but a new difficulty occur-' 
red; he had no ſteel with which to ſtrike 


fire; and although the who'e iſland is eover- 


ec with rocks, I do not believe it is poſſchle 
to op a flint. Neceſſity, however, is fertile in 
N 


RY 
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expedients, and the moſt uſeful inventions 
have ariſen from men placed in the moſt 
deſtitute ſituations. Paul determined to 
kindle a fire in the manner of the negroes, 
With the ſharp end of a ſtont he made a 
ſmall hole in the branch of a tree that was 
quite dry, which he held between his feet; 
he then ſharpened another dry branch of a 
different ſort of wood, and afterwards placing 
the piece of pointed wood in the ſmall hole 
of the branch which he held with his feet, 
and turning it rapidly between his hands, in 
a few minutes ſmoke and ſparks of fire iſ- 
ſued from the points of contact. Paul then 
heaped together dried graſs and branches; 
and ſet fire to the palm-tree, which ſoon fell 
to the ground. The fire was uſeful to him 
in tripping off the long thick and pointed 
leaves, within which the cabbage wag 
encloſed, | 


Paul and Virginia ate part of the cabbage 
raw, and part dreſſed upon the aſhes, which 
— they 
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they found equally palatable. They made 
this frugal repaſt with delight, from the 


remembrance of the benevolent action they 
had performed in the morning: yet their 


joy was imbittered by the thoughts of that 
uneaſinefs which their long abſence would 
give their mothers. Virginia often recurred 
to this ſubject; but Paul, who felt his 


ſtrength renewed by their meal, aſſured her 


that it would r not the n banane 128 reaches 


dan 


"After — his they had | 
no guide, and that they were ignorant of the 
way. Paul, whoſe ſpirit was not ſubdued 
by difficulties, faid to Virginia, „the ſum 
ſhines full upon our hut at noon; we muſt | 
paſs, as we did this morning, over that 
mountain, with its three points, which you : 
ſee yonder. Corne, let us go.“ This moun- 
tain is called the Tliree Peaks. Paul and 
Virginia de ſcanded the precipice of the Black 
River, on the northern ſide; and arrived, 
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after an hour's ae. banks of a n. | 


em 4 hs 5h; bet ef thr Wig 
ane ' | by | 
Great part of this iſland is ſo little 

known, cven now, that many of its rivers 


and mountains have not yet received a name. 


The river, on the banks of which our tra- 
vellers ſtood, rolls foaming over a" bed of 
rocks. The noiſe of the water frightened 
Virginia, and ſhe durſt not wade through 
the ſtream ; Paul therefore took her up, in 
his arms, and went thus loaded, over. the 
ſlippery rocks, which formed the bed of the 
river, careleſs of the tumultuous noiſe of its. 
waters. Do not be afraid, cried he to 
Virginia, © I feel very ſtrong with you. If 
the inhabitant of the Black River had refuled- 
you the pardon of his flaye, I would have 
fought with him.. Whot! ” anſwered. 
Virginia,“ with that great wicked man? — - 
To what have J expoſed you, gracious Hea- | 
ven | How difficult it is to do good; and it - 
is ſo eaſy to do wrong.” Rn 277 
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When Paul had croſſed the river, he 
wilhed to continue his journey carrying his 
nter, and believed he was able to elimb in a 

. that way the mountain of the Three Peaks 
"which was (till at the diſtance ofhalfa league; 

but bs ftrengteh ſoon failed, and he was ob- 
Aged to ſer down his bu rden, and to reſt 
himſelf by her fide. Virginia then ſaid O 
him, * * My dear brother, the ſun is going 
down, you have ſtill fome firetigth left, but 
mine has quite failed; do leave me here, and 
return home alone to eaſe the fears of our 
mothers.” | OF no, ” (3d Paul, «dT tl 
not leave you — if night ſurpriſes us in this 
wood, I will light a fire, ind bring down 
| another Palm- tree; you ſhall eat the'eabbage ; 

and 1 will form a covering of the leaves to 
Helter” you. In the mean time, Virginia 
being a little reſted, pulled from the trunk 
of an old tree, which hung over the bank 
of the river, ſome long leaves of hart's 
tongue, which grew near its root. With 


Hole leaves the made a ſort of buſkin, with 
which 


* 
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which ſhe covered her feet that were bleeding 
from the ſharpneſs of the ſtony paths; for, 
in her eager deſire to do good, ſhe had forgot 
to put on her ſhoes, / Feeling her feet cooled 
by the freſhneſs of the leavey, ſhe broke off 
2 branch of bamboo, and continued her walk, 

leaning with one hand on the * 1 with 
"_ other on Paul. | 


They walked on ſlowly through the woods, 
but from the height of the trees and the 
thickneſs of their foliage, they ſoon loſt light 
of the mountain of the Three Peaks, by which 
they had directed their courſe, and even of 
the ſun which was now ſetting. At length 
they wandered, without perceiving it, from 
the beaten path in which they bad hitherto 
walked, and found themſelves in a labyrinth 
of trees, and rocks, which appeared to have 
no opening. Paul made Virginia fit down, 
while he ran backwards and forwards, halt 

_ frantic, in ſearch of a, path which might 


lead them out of this thick wood ; but all 
his 
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his reſearches were vain. He climbed to 
the top of a tree, from whence he hoped at 
leaſt to diſcern the mountain of the Three 
Peaks; but all he eould perceive around him, 
were the-tops of trees, ſome of which were 
gilded by the laſt beams of the ſetting ſun. 
Already the ſhadows of che mountains were 


ſpread over the foreſts in the valleys, The 


wind ceaſed, as it uſually does, at the evening 
hour. The moſt profound filence reigned 
in thoſe awful ſolitudes, which was only 
interrupted by the cry of the ſtags, who 
came to repoſe in that unfrequented ſpot, 
Paul, in the hope that ſome hunter would 
hear his voice, called out as loud as he was 
able, Come, come to the help of 
Virginia.“ But the echoes of the foreſts 
alone anſwered his call, and repeated againg 
„Virginia, — Virginia.“ | 


Paul at length deſcended from the tree, 
overcome with fatigue and vexation, and 
reflected how they might beſt contrive to 
paſs 
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paſs the night in that deſert, But he could 


find neither a fountain, a pa!m-tree, Or even 
a branch of dry wood to kindle a fire. He 
then felt, by experience, the ſenſe of is own 
weakneſs, and began to weep, Virginia ſaid 
to him, © Do not weep, my dear brother, 
or I ſhall die with grief. 1 am the cavſe of 
all your ſorrow, and of all that our motheis 
ſuffer at this moment, I find we ought to 

do nothing, not even good, without con- 
fulting our parents. Oh, I have been very 
1mprudent !*'—and fhe- began to fhed tears. 
She ſaid to Paul, Let us pray i God, my 
dear brother, and he will hear us.” 


Scarcely had they Guided their prayer, 
when they heard the barking of a dog. It 
is the dog of ſome hunter,” ſaid Paul, © who 
comes here at night to lay in wait for the 
ſtags:” Soon after the dog barked again 
with more violence.“ Surely,” faid Vir- 
ginia, it is Fidele, our own dog ;—yes, I 
know his voice —are we then ſo ncar home? 

at 
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at the foot of our own mountain?” A mos. 
ment after Fidele was at their feet, barking, 
howling, crying,-and devouring them with 
his careſſes.— Before they had recovered 
their ſurpriſe, they faw Domingo running 
towards them. At the fight of this good 
old negro, who wept with joy, they. began 
to weep too, without being able to utter one 
word. When Domingo had recovered 
himſelf a little. Oh, my dear children,” 
cried he, how miſerable: have you made 
your mothers ] How much were they aſto- 
niſhed when they returned from mals, where 
went with them, at not finding you. Mary, 
who was at work at a little diſtance, could 
not tell us where you were gone, I ran 
backwards and forwards about the plantation, 
not knowing where to look for you. At 
laſt I took ſome of your old cloaths, and 
ſhewing them to Fidele, the poor animal, 
as if he underſtood me, immediately began 
to ſcent your path; and conducted me, con- 
tinually wagging his tail, to the Black River. 
| „ 
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It was there a planter told me that you had 

brought back a negro.woman, his {lave, and 
that he had granted you her pardon. But 
what pardon ! he ſhewed her to me with 
her feer:chained to a block of wood, and; an - 
iron collar with three hooks Kaen round 
her neck 


From thence Fidele, ſtill on the ſcent, 
led me up the precipice of the, Black River, 
where he-again ſtopped and barked with. all 
his might. This was on the brink. of 3 
ſpring, near a fallen palm: tree; and cloſe to 
a fire which was ſtill ſmoking.— At laſt he 
led me to this very ſpot. We are at the 
foot of the mountain of the Three Peaks, 
and ſtill four leagues from home. Come, 
eat and gather ſtrength. He then, preſented 
them with cakes, fruits, and a large gourd 

filled with a liquor compoſed of wine, 
water, lemon juice, ſugar, and nutmeg, 
which. their mothers had prepared. Vir» 
ginia ſighed at tha recollection of che pool 
s as 
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Have, and at the uneaſineſs which they had 
given their mothers. She repeated ſeveral 
times, Oh how difficult it is to do gout 7 


While ſhe-and Paul were hor refreſh. 
ment, Domingo kindled a fire, and having 
ſought among the rocks for a particular kind 
of crooked wood, which burns when quite 
green, throwing out a great blaze, he made 
a torch which he lighted, it being already 
night. But when they prepared to continue 
their journey, a new difficulty occurred: Paul 
and Virginia could no longer walk, their feet 
being violently ſwelled and enflamed. Do- 
mingo -knew not whether it were beſt to 
leave them and go in ſearch of help, or remain 
and paſs the night with them on that ſpots 
© What is become of the time, ſaid he, 
* when ] uſed to carry you both together in 
my arms? —but now you are grown big 
and Iam grown old.” While he was in 
this perplexity, a troop of Maroon-negroes 
| appeared at the diſtance of twenty paces, 
1 C : The 
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The chief of the band approaching Paul and 
Virginia, ſaid to them, Good little white 
people, do not be afraid — we ſaw you paſs 
this morning with a negro-woman of the 
Black River. You went iq aſk pardon 


for her of her wicked maſter, and we in 


return for this will carry you home upon | 
our ſhoulders.” He then made a ſign, and 
four of the ſtrongeſt negroes immediately. 


formed a ſort of litter with the branches of 


trees and lianas, in which having ſeated Paul 
and Virginia, they .placed it upon their 
ſhoulders. Domingo marched in front car- 
rying his lighted torch, and they proceeded 
amidſt the rejoicings of the whole troop, and 
overwhelmed with their benedictions. Vir- 
ginia, affected by this ſcene, faid to Paul 
with emotion, Oh, my dear brother! God 
never leaves a good action without reward,” 
It was midnight when they arrived at the 
foot of the mountain, on the ridges of which 
rer * were lighted. Scarcely had they 

begun 


PAUL'and VIRGINIA: g3 


begun to aſcend, when they heard voices 
crying out, © is it you, my children?“ They 
anſwered, together with the negroes, Yes; 
it is us; ” and ſoon after perceived their mo- 
thers and Mary coming towards them with 
lighted fticks in their hands, Unhappy 
children,” cried Madame de la Tour, from 
whence do you come? what agonies yod 
have made us ſuffer !'* © We come,” faid 
Virginia, „from the Black River, where 
we went to aſk pardon for à poor Maron 
flave, to whom. I gave our breakfaſt this 
morning, becauſe ſhe was dying of hunger; 
and theſe Maron negroes have brought us 
home.” Madame de la Tour embraced her 
daughter without being able to ſpeak, and 


Virginia, who felt her face wet with her | 


mother's tears, exclaimed, * You repay me 
for all the hardſhips I have ſuffered.” Mar- 
. garet, in a tranſport of delight, preſſed Paul 
in her arms, crying, © and you alſo my dear 
child, you have done a good action.“ When 
. reached the hut with their children, they 
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gave plenty of food to the negroes, who 
returned to their woods, after praying that 
che bleſſing of heaven might deſcend on thoſe 
good white wen 0 

f | 
/ Every, day was to thoſe families a day of 
tranquillity and of happineſs. Neither am- 
bition or envy diſturbed their repoſe. - In 
this iſland where, as in all the European 
colonies, every malignant anecdote is circu- 
lated with avidity, their virtues and even 


their names were unknown. Only when a 


trayeller on the road of the Shaddock Grove 
enquired of any of the inhabitants of the 
plain, who lives in thoſe two cottages 
above ?” He was always anſwered, even by 


thoſes who did not know them, they are 


good people.” Thus the modeſt violet, 
concealed beneath the thorny buſhes, ſheds - 
its fragrance, while itſelf remains unſeen, 


Doing good appeared to thoſe amiable fa- 
milies to be the chief purpoſe of life. 
Solitude. 
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Solitude, far from. baving blunted their 
benevolent feelings, or rendered their diſ- 
poſitions moroſe, had left their hearts open to 
every tender affection. The contempla- 
tion of nature filled their minds with enthu- 
ſiaſtic delight. They adored the bounty of 
that Providence which had enabled them to 
ſpread abundance and beauty amidſt thoſe 
bai ren rocks, and to enjoy thoſe pure and 
ſimple pleaſures which are ever grateful and 
ever new. It was, probably in thoſe wr 
poſitions of mind that Madame de, 4 
compoled the following lonnet, , 
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TO SIMPLICITY. 
f n N 


NYMPH of the desert! on this lonely shore 

Simplicity, thy blessings sun are mine, | | 

And-all they canst not give 1. len d resi su, 
For all bidde can sooth my soul no more. 

I ask no lavish heaps to swell my store, 

And purchase pleasures far remote from thine, 
Ye joys, for which the race of Europe pine, 
Ah, not for me your studied grandeur pours r 


Let me where yon tall cliffs are rudely pil'd, 
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Where towers the palm 
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Where pendent from the en with graces wild, 
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The blue Liana floats upon the breeze, 


Still haunt those bold recesses, nature's child, 
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Where thy majesüc charms my spirit seize! 


* Paul 
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Paul at twelve years-of age was ſtronger 
and more intelligent than Europeans are at 
fifteen, and had embelliſhed the plantations 
which Domingo had only cultivated. He 
had gone with him to the neighbouring woods 
and rooted up young plants of lemon: trees, 
oranges, and tamarinds, the round heads of 
which are of ſo freſh a green, together with 
date palm- trees, producing fruit filled with 
a ſweet cream which has the fine perfume 
of the orange-flower. Thoſe trees, which 
were already of a conſiderable ſize, he plant- 
ed round this little incloſure. He had alſo 
ſown the ſeeds of many trees which the 
ſecond year bear flowers or fruit. The 
Agathis, encircled with long cluſters of white 
flowers which hang upon it like the cryſtal 
pendents of a Juſtre, The Perſian-Lilae 
which lifts high in air its grey flax- coloured 
branches. The Papaw-tree, the trunk of 
which, without branches, forms a column 
ſet round with * melons, bearing o. 
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their heads large TI like thoſe of the 
fig tree. N 


Ihe ſeeds and kernels of the Gum- tree, 
Terminalia, Mangoes, Alligator-pears, the 
Guava, the Bread · tree and the narrow-leaved 
Eugenia were planted with profuſion; and 
the greater number of thoſe trees already 
afforded to their young cultivator both ſhade 
and fruit. His induſtrious hands had diffu- 
ſed the riches of nature even on the moſt 
barren parts of the plantation. Several 
kinds of aloes, the common Indian fig adorn- 
ed with yellow flowers ſpotted with red, 
and the thorny five-angled touch thiſtle 
grew upon the dark ſummits of the rocks, 
and ſeemed to aim at reaching the long 
lianas, which, loaded with blue or crimſon 
flowers, hung - ſcattered over the ſteepeſt 
parts of the mountain. Thoſe trees were 
diſpoſed in ſuch a manner that you could 
command the whole at one view. He. had 
placed in the middle of this hollow, the plants - 
of 
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of the loweſt grawih; Behind grew the 


ſhrubs then, trees of an ordinary height ; . 


above which roſe majeſtically the venerable 
lofty groves which border the circumference. 


Thus, fr Om its centi e, ſthis extenſive inęloſur 0 | 


appeared like a vefdanr amphitheatre, ſpread 


with fruits and flowers, containing a yapety_ 


of vegetables, a chain of,meadow-land,, and 
fields of rice and corn, In bending thoſe 
vegetable productions to his on taſte, he 


followed the deſigns of nature. Guided by _ 


her, ſuggeſtions, he had ['thrown,upon,'the 


riſing gragnds ſuch ſeeds,as the Winds might 8 
ſcatter over the heights, and nent. the borders | 


of the ſprings ſuch. grains as float upon, the 
waters: every plant grew in its proper ſoil, and 


every fpoy ſemed decorated by her hands. The 

waters. which ruſhed from the ſummits of the | 
rocks forined;.n ſome parts of the valley lim pid 
fountains, and in other parts were ſpread into 


large elcat mirrors; which reflected the bright 
verdure, the trees in bloſſom, the bending 
doch, and the azure heavens, 


C8 Noteriih- 5 
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© Notwithfanding the great irregulatity ot 
2 grobnd, moſt of theſe plantations were 
eaſy of accefs, | We had indeed all givery 
him our advice and aſſiſtance, in order to 
accompliſh this end. He had formed a path 
which windet round the valley, and of Which 
various ramifications led from the cireumſe- 
rence to the centre. He had drawn fome 
advantage from the moſt rugged ſpots, and 
had blended in harmonious variety ſmooth 
walks with the aſperities of the ſoil, and wild 
with domeſtic productions. With that im- 
menſe quantity of rolling ſtones which now - 
block up thoſe paths, and which are ſcat- 
tered over moſt of the ground of this ifland, 
he formed here and there pyramids, and at 
kheir baſe he laid earth, and planted the roots 
of roſe buſhes, the Barbadoes flower fence; 
and other ſhrubs which love to climb the 
rocks, In a ſhort time thoſe gloomy ſhape- 
lels pyramids were covered with verdure, 
or with the glowing tints of the moſt beau- 
tiful flowers. The hollow receſſes of aged 


trees, 
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trees, which bent over the borders of the 
ſtream, formed vaulted caves: impenetrable 
to the ſun, and where you might enjoy 
coolneſs during the heats of the day. That 
path led to # clump of foreſt trees, in the 
centre of which grew a cultivated tree, loaded 
with fruit: here was a field ripe with corn, 
there an orchard :- from that avenue you. 
had a view of the cottages; from this, of the 
macceſſible ſummit of the mountain. Be- 
neath that tufted bower of gum- trees inter- 
woven With lianas, no object could be dif 
cerned even at noon, while the point of the 
neighbouring rock, which projects from the 
mountain, commanded x view of the whole 
incloſure, and of the diſtant ocean where 
ſometimes we ſpied a veſſel coming from 
Europe; or returning thither. On thisrock 
the two families aſſembled in the evening, 
and enjoyed in filence the freſhnefs, of the 
air, the fragrance ofthe flowers, the murmurs 
of the fountains, and the laſt blended have 
monies of light and ſhade, © 


Nothing 


. 
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Nothing could be more agreeable than; 
the names which were beſtowed upon ſome 
of the charming retreats of this labyrinth. 
That rock; of which I was ſpeaking, and 
from which my approach was diſcerned - at 
a conſiderable diſtance, was called the Diſco- 
very of Friendſhip. Paul and Virginia amidſt 
their ſports had planted a bamboo on that 
ſpot, and whenever they ſaw me coming, 
they hoiſted a little white handkerchief by 
way; of lignal of my approach, as they had 
ſeen a flag hoiſted on the neighbouring 
mountain at the ſight of a veſſel at fea. The 
idea ſtruck me of engraving an inſcription 
upon the ſtalk of this reed. Whatever plea- 
ſure J have felt during my travels at the fight 
of a ſtatue or monument of antiquity, 1 have 
felt ſtill more in reading a well-wiutten in- 8 
ſcription... It ſcems to me as if a human 
voice iſſued from the ſtone, and making it- 
ſe if heard through the lapſe of ages, addrefled 
man in the midſt of a deſert, and told him, 
that he is not alone; that other men on-that 
| very 
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very ſpot have felt, and thought, and ſuffered | 
like himſelf, If the inſcription belongs to 1 
an ancient nation which no longer exiſts, it 
leads the ſoul through infinite ſpace, and 
inſpires the feeling of its immortality, by 
ſhewing that a thought has ſurvived the ruins 
of an empire, 


I inſcribed then on the Litle maſt of Paul 
and Virginia's flag, thoſe lines of Horace : 


Fratres Helenz, lucida sidera, 


Ventorumque regat pater, 


Obstrictis aliis, preter Iapyga. 


„May the brothers of Helen, lucid ſtars 
like you, and the Father of the winds guide 
you, and my you only feel the breath of 


the zephyr.” 


I engraved this line of Virgil upon the 
bark of a gum-tree, under the ſhade of which 
Paul 
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Paul fometimes foateil himſelf in onder to 
contemplate the agitated ſea. | 


Fortungtus et ille Deos 47 novit agrestes ! 


Happy art chou, oy ſon, to know only 
the paſtoral divinities.“ 


And above, the door of Madame de la 
Tour's cottage, ' where the families uſed to 
aſſemble, I placed this line: | 


At $ecura quies, et nescia fallere vita. 


Here is a calm conſcience, and a life 
ignorant of deceit,” 


Bat Virginia did not approve of my 
Latin; ſhe faid that what J had placed at 
the foot of her- weather-flag was too long 
and too learned. I ſhould have liked 

* better,” added ſhe, © to have ſeen inſcribed, . 
always agitated, yet ever conflant.” 
The 
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The ſenſibility of thoſe happy families 
extended itfelf to every thing around them. 
They had given names the moſt tender to 
objects in appearance the moſt indifferent. 
A border of orange, plantain, and bread- 
trees, planted round a green ſward where 
Virginia and Paul ſometimes danced, was 
called Concord, An old tree, beneath the 
ſhade of which Madame de la Tour and 
Margaret uſed to Telate their misfortunes, 
was called The Tears wiped 'away, They 
gabe the natnids/ of Brittany and Nortnandy 
to little portioiis' of ground, where they had 
fown corn, ſtrawberries and pen. Domingo 
and Mary wiſking, in imitation of their miſ- 
treſſes, to recall the places of their birth in 
Africa, gave the names of Angola and Foul- - 


Nu to the ſpots where grew the herd 


with "which they wove baſkets, and where 
they had platted a Calbaſfia- tret; thus, will 
the productions of their reſpective climates, 
thoſe exiled families cheriſhed the dear illu- 
ſions which bind us to our native country, 
e. and 


———— ooo we wo — — — 
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and ſoftened, their regrets in a foreign land, 


Alas I have ſeen, animated by a thouſand 


ſoothing appellations, thoſe trees, thoſs 
_ fountains, thoſe ſtones, which are now 
overthrown, which now, like the plains of 
Greece, | preſent nothing but ruins and af- 
ey remembrances. 

NR the e of ork | Euroggan 
friends, nor the delightful romantic spot 
which ſhe inhabited, could baniſh from the 
mind of Madame de. la Tour this tender. at- 
tachment to her native country. While the 
luxurious fruits of this climate  gratified the 
taſte of her family, ſhe delighted to rear 
thoſe which were more grateful, only becauſe 
they were the productions of her early home. 


Among other little pieces addreſſed to flowers 


and fruits of northern climes, I found the, 
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TO THE STRAWBERRY. 


THE Strawberry blooms upon its lowly bed, 
Plant of my native soil !---the Lime may flipg. 
More potent fragrance on the zephyr's wing; 
The. milky Cocoa richer juices shed ; 

The white Guava lovelier blossoms spread 
But not like thee to fond remembrance bring 
The vaulsh'a erte of life's enchanting bring. 8 


Short calendar of joys for ever fled —— 


Thou bidst the scenes of childhood rise e to view, | 
The wild-wood path which fancy loves to trace 7 
Where veil'd in leaves, thy fruit of rosy hue f 
Lurk d on its-pliant stem with modest grace 

But ah! when thought would later years renew 


. 


Alas, successive sorrows croud the space! 


1 


LIP 


| Repoſe of Virginia, At the foot of the rock, 
which bore the name of the Diſccvtry f 


"Thoſe fruits produced two cocoa-trees, which 


3 
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But perhaps the moſt charming ſpot of 
this incloſure was that which was called the 


Friendſhip, is a nook from whence iſſues a 
fountain, forming near its ſource a little ſpot 
of marſhy ſoil in the midſt of a field of rich 
graſs, At the time Margaret was delivered 
of Paul, I made her a preſent of an Indian 
cocoa which had been given me, and which 
ſhe planted on the border of this fenny 
ground, in order that the tree might one day 
ſetve to mark the epocha of her ſon's birth. 

Madame de la Tour planted another cocoa, 
with the ſame” view, at the birth of Virginia. 


formed all the records of the two families; 
one was called the tree of Paul, the other 
the tree of Virginia. They grew in the 
ſame proportion as the two young perſons. 
of an unequal height ; but they roſe at the 
end of twelve years above the cottages, 


Already their tender ſtalks were interwoven, 
and 


or- £ 


- 


PAUL and VIRGINIA. 69. 


and their young branches of cocoas hung 

over the baſon of the fountain. Except 

this little plantation, the nook of the rock 

had been left as it was decorated by nature - 

On its brown and humid, ſides large plants 

of maiden hair gliſtened with their green and 

dark ſtars, and tufts of wave-leaved hartss + 

tongue, ſuſpended like long ribbands of 

purpled green, floated on the winds. Near 

this grew a chain of the Madagaſcar peri- 

winkle, the flowers of which reſemble the 

red gilli- flower; and the long podded capſa- 

cum, the cloves of which are of the colour 

of blood, and more glowing than coral. Phe 

herb of balm with its leaves within the heart, 

and the ſweet baſil, which has the odour of 

the gilli- flower, exhaled the moſt delicious 

perfumes. From the ſteep ſummit of the 

mountain hung the graceful” lianas, like 2 

floating drapery, forming magnificent ca- 

nopies of verdure upon the ſides of the rocks. 

The ſea- birds, allured by the ſtilneſs of thoſe. 

retreats, reſorted thither to paſs the night, 
| . At 


__ 
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At the hour of ſun-ſet we perceived the curlew 
and the ſtint ſkimming along the ſea-ſhore, 
the cardinal - poized high in air, and the 
| White bird of the tropic which abandons, with 
the ſtar of day, the ſolitudes of the Indian 
ocean. Virginia loved to repoſe upon the 
border of this fountain, decorated with wild 
and ſublime magnificence. She often ſeated 
herſelf beneath the ſhade gf the two cocoa 


trees, and there ſhe ſometimes led her goats MW 


to graze. While ſhe prepared cheeſes of their 
milk, ſhe loved to ſee them browſe on the 
maiden hair which grew upon the ſteep ſides 
of the rock, and hang ſuſpended upon one 
of its corniſhes as on a pedeſtal. Paul ob- 
ſerving that Virginia was fond of this ſport, 
brought thither from the neigbouring foreſt 
a great variety of birds-neſts, - The old birds 
following their young, eſtabliſhed themſelves 
in this new colony, Virginia at ſtated 
times diſttibuted amongſt them grains of 
rice, millet, and maize. As ſoon as ſhe 


appeared, the whiſtling blackbird,: the ama- 
and. 
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david-bird, the note of which i is ſo ſoft, the 3 
cardinal, the black frigate bird, with its 


plumage the colour of flame, forſook their 


buſhes ; the peroquet, green as an emetald, 
deſcended from the neighbouring fan-palms, 
the partridge ran along the graſs, all advaneed 
promiſcuouſly towards her like a brood of 

| chickens : and ſhe and Paul delighted to ob- 


ſerve their 1 ng, their reps and their 
loves. ” ? 


Kinde children ! thus paſſed your early 


| days in innocence and in the exerciſe of bene- 
volence. How many times on this very 


ſpot have your mothers, preſſing you in 
their arms; bleſſed heaven for the confola- 


tions your unfolding virtues prepared for 


their declining years; while already they 
enjoyed the. ſatisfaction of ſeeing you begin 
life under the moſt happy auſpices | How 
many times beneath the ſhade of thoſe rocks 
have I partaken with them of your rural 


repaſts which coſt no animal its life } Gourds 
filled 


we 


gf 
« 7 


- baſkets of bamboo. Rakes, ſpades, and 
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filled with milk, freſh eggs, cakes of rice 
placed upon plantain leaves, baſkets loaded 
with mangoes, oranges, dates, pomegranates, 
pine-apples, furniſhed at the ſame time the 
moſt wholeſome food, the moſt beautiful 
colours, and the moſt delicious juices. 

The converſation was gentle and inne 
as the repaſts. Paul oſten talked of the 
labours of the day, and thoſe of the morrow, 
He was continually forming ſome plan of 


accommodation for their little ſociety. Here, 
he diſcovered that the paths were rough; 


there, that the family circle was ill-ſeated ; 
ſometimes the young arbours did not afford 
ſufficient ſhade; and Virginia might be better 
ene N 9 * 
| In the rainy ee the t. two families af- 
ſembled together in the hut, and employed 


themſelves in weaving mats of graſs, and 


hatchets, were ranged along the walls in the 
moſt 


- 
— 
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moſt perfect order, and near thoſe inſtruments 


of agriculture were placed the productions 
which were the fruits of labour; ſacks of rice, 


ſheaves of corn, and baſkets of the plantain 
fruit. Some degree of luxury is uſually uni- 
ted with plenty, and Virginia was taught by 


her. mother and Margaret to prepare ſherbet. - 


and cordials from the juice of 


8 ogar-cane, 
the orange and the citron. . 


When night came, thoſe families ſupped 


together by the light of a lamp; after which, 


Madame de la Tour or Margaret related hiſ- 
tories of travellers loſt during the night in ſuch 
of the foreſts of Europe as are infeſted by ban- 


ditti ; or told a diſmal tale of ſome ſhip-wreck- _ 
ed veſſel thrown by the tempeſt upon the 
rocks of a deſert iſland, To theſe recitals - 
their children liflened with eager ſenſibility, 1 


9 
* - 
4 


and earneſtly begged that heaven would grant 
they might one aay have the joy of ſucwing 


their hoſpitality towards ſuch unfortunate 


perſons. At length the two families ſeparated 
8 2 and 
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"and retired to reſt, impatient to Wert again 
the next morning. Sometimes they were 
lulled to repoſe by the beating rains which fell 
in torrents upon the roof of their cottages; 
and ſometimes by the hollow winds, which 
brought to their ear the diſtzat murmur of 
the waves breaking upon the fhore. They 
bleſſed God for their perſonal ſafety, of which 
their feeling became ſtronger enn. the idea 
of remote danger. 


, 


Madame de la Tour e read | 
| aloud ſome affecting hiſtory of the old or. 
new teſtament, Her auditors reaſoned but, 
little upon thoſe facred books, for their theo- 
logy conſiſted in ſentiment, like that of na» 
ture; and their morality in action, like that ; | 
of the goſpe]. Thoſe families had no parti= | 
cular days devoted to pleaſure and others to 
ſadneſs. Every day was to them a holiday, by 
and all which ſurrounded them, one holy 
temple, where they for ever adored an infinite | 
intelligence, the friend of human kind. A 
ſentiment 


* 
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ſentiment of confidence in his ſupreme power. . 
filled their minds with conſolation under the 
paſt, with fortitude for the preſent, and with 
hope for the future. Thus compelled by 
misfortune to return to a ſtate of nature, thoſe 
women had unfolded in their own boſoms 
and in thoſe of their children, the feelings 
which are moſt natural to the human mind, 
and which are our beſt ſupport, under evil. 


But as clouds ſometimes ariſe which caſt a 

gloom over the beſt regulated tempers, wen- 
ever melancholy took poſſeſſion of any. me 
member of this little ſociety, the reſt endea- _ __ 
voured to baniſh- painful thoughts rather by % 
ſentiment than by arguments. Margaret 
exerted her gaiety. Madame de la Tour 
employed her mild theology. Virginia, her 
tender careſſes. Paul, his cordial and en- 
gaging frankneſs. Even Mary and Domingo 
haſtened to offer their ſuccour, and to weep 
with thoſe that wept. Thus weak plants are 
interwoven in order to reſiſt the tempeſts. 

% D 2 During 
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During the fine ſeaſon, they went every 155 
Sunday to the church of the Shaddock Grove, 
the ſteeple of which you ſee yonder upon the 
plain. After ſervice the poor often came to 
require ſome kind office at their hands. So- 
metimes an unhappy creature ſbught their 
advice, ſometimes a child led them to its ſicck 
mother in the neighbourhood. They always 
took with them remedies for the ordinary 

| diſeaſes of the country, which they adminiſ- 

- tercd in that ſoothing manner which ſtamps 
ſo much value upon the ſmalleſt- favours. 

Above all they ſucceeded in baniſhing the 
diſorders of the mind, which are fo intole- 
rable in ſolitude, and under the infirmities of 
a weakened frame. Madame de la Tour ſpoke 
with ſach ſublime confidenceof the divinity, 
that the ſick, while liſtening to her, believed 
that he was preſent, Virginia often returned 
home, with her eyes wet with tears, and 
her heart overflowing with delight, having 
had an opportunity of doing good. After 
thoſe viſits of charity they ſometimes pro- 

| ; longed ; 


PAUL AND VIRGINIA. 7 


longed their way by the ſloping mountain, 
till they reached my dwelling, where I had 
prepared dinner for them, upon the banks of 
the little river which glides near my cottage. . 
I produced on thoſe occaſions ſome bottles of 
old wine, in order to heighten the gaiety of 
our Indian repaſt by the cordial productions 
of Europe. Sometimes we met upon the ſea 
ſhore, at the mouth of little rivers, which are 
here ſcarcely larger than brooks. We brought 
from the plantation our vegetable proviſions, 
io which we added ſuch as the ſea furniſhed 


in great variety. Seated upon a rock beneaen 


the ſhade of the velvet ſun - flower, we heard 
the mountain billows break at our feet with a 
daſhing noiſe, and ſometimes on that ſpot We 
liſtened to the plaintive ſtrains of the water- + 


curlew. Madame de la Tour anſwered his 


* 


N. 


ſorrowful notes in the following ſonne. 
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TO THE CURLEW. 


4 


* 


SOOTH' D by the murmurs on the $fa-beat chore, 

His dun-grey plumage floating to the gale, 

The Curlew blends his melancholy wail, | | | 

With those ene sounds the rushing waters 
pour 5 

Like thee, congenial bird! my zteps explore 


The bleak lone sea-beach, or the rocky dale, 


And shun the orange bower, the mirtle vale, 


Whose gay luxuriance suits my soul no more. 


I love the ocean's broad expanse, when drest 


In limpid clearness, or when tempests blow ; 
When the smooth currents on its placid breast 
Flow calm as my past moments us' d to flow 5 


Or, when its troubled waves refuse to rest, 


Po? 


Our 
| 4 
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„Ou repaſts were ſucceeded by the ſongs 
add dances of the two young people. Vit. 
ginia ſung the happineſs of paſtoral life, and 
the miſery of thoſe who. were impelled by 
avarice to croſs the furious ocean rather than 
cultivate. the ęarti and enjoy its peaceful 
bounties. Sometimes the performed à panto- 
mime with Paul in che manner of the negroes. 
The fitſt language of men is pantomime; it 
is known to all nations, and is ſo natural and 
ſo expreſſive, that the children of the Euro- 
pean inhabitants catch it with facility from the 
negroes. Virginia recalling amongſt the hiſ- 
tories which her mother had read to her; 
thoſe which had affected her moſt, repreſented, 
the principal events with beaatiful ſimplicity. ö 
Sometimes at the found of Domingo's tam- 
tam, ſhe appeared upon the green- ward, 
bearing a pitcher upon her head, and advanced, 
with a, timid ſtep towards the ſource of a, 
neighbouring fountain, to draw water. Do- 
mingo and Mary, who perſonated the ſhep-. _ 
herds of Midian, forbade her to approach, 

| D 4 


and 
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and repulſed her ſternly. Upon which Paul 
Hlew to her ſyecour, beat away the ſhepherds, 
filled Virginia's pitcher, and placing it upon 
her head, bound her brows at the ſame time 
with a wreath of the red flowers of the Ma- 
lagaſcar periwinkle, which ſerved to heighten 
the delicacy of het ſkin. Then! joining their 
ſports, I took upon me the part of Raguel, 
| and beſtowed upon Paul my * Zephora | 
in marriage. 
| wh 
- Sometimes Virginia repreſented the unfor- 
tunate Ruth, returning poor and widowed 
to her own country, where, after ſo long an 
abſence, ſhe found herſeif as in a foreign land. 
Domingo and Mary perſonated the reapers. 
Virginia followed their ſteps, gleaning here 
and there a few ears of corn, She was inter- 
rogated by Paul with the gravity of a patriarch, | 
and anſwered, with a faultering voice, his 
queſtions. Soon touched with compaſſion, 
he granted an aſylum to innocence, and hoſ- 
pitality to misfortune. He filled Virginia's 


PAUL and VIRGINIA. 81 


lap with plenty, and, leading her towards ns 
as before the old men of the city, declared his 
purpoſe to take her in marriage, At this 
ſcene, Madame de la Tour recalling the deſo- 
late ſituation in which ſhe had been left by 
her relations, her widowhood, the kind re- 
ception ſhe had met with from Margaret, 
ſucceeded by the ſoothing hope of a happy | 
union between their children, could not 
forbear weeping; and the ſenſations which 
ſuch recollections excited, led the whole au- 
dience to pour forth thoſe luxurious tears, 
which have their mingled ſource in ſorrow _ 
and in joy. 


Theſe dramas were performed with ſach 
an air of reality, that you might have fancied 
yourſelf tranſported to the plains of Syria or 

of Paleſtine, We were not ' unfurniſhed 
with either decorations, lights, or an orcheſtra 

| ſuitable to the repreſentation, The ſcene 
was generally placed in an opening of the 
foreſt, where ſuch parts of the wood as were 
D 5 penetrable, 
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and repulſed her ſternly. Upon which Paul 
flew to her ſoccour, beat away the ſhepherds, 
filled Virginia's pitcher, and placing it upon 
her head, bound her brows at the ſame time 
with a wreath of the red flowers of the Ma- 
lagaſcar periwinkle, which ſervel to heighten _ 
the delicacy of het ſkin. Then] joining their 
ſports, I took upon me the part of Raguel, 
and beſtowed upon Paul * * * | 


in , 


5 "BL Virginia repreſented the unfor- 
tunate. Ruth, returning poor and widowed 
to her own country, where, after ſo long an 
abſence, ſhe found herſelf as in a foreign land, 
Domingo and Mary perſonated the reapers. | 
Virginia followed their ſteps, gleaning here 
and there a few ears of corn, She was inter- 


rogated by Paul with the gravity of a patriarch, _ 


and anſwered, with a faultering voice, his 
queſtions. Soon touched with compaſſion, * 
he granted an aſylum to innocence, and hoſ- 
pitality to misfortune. He filled Virginia's 
8 129 
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lap with plenty, and, leading her towards us 
as before the old men of the city, declared his 
purpoſe to take her in marriage. At this 
ſcene, Madame de la Tour recalling the deſo- 
late ſituation in which ſhe had been left by 

her relations, her widowhood, the kind re- 
ception ſhe had met with from Margaret, 
ſucceeded by the ſoothing hope of a happy” 
uniofi between their children, could not 
forbear weeping; and the ſenſations which 
ſuch recollections excited, led the whole au- 
dience to pour forth thoſe luxurious tears, 
which have their mingled ſource in ſorrow 

and in joy. | 


Theſe dramas were performed with ſach 
an air of reality, that you might have fancied 
yourſelf tranſported to the plains of Syria or 
of Paleſtine, We were not unfurniſhed 
with either decorations, lights, or an orcheſtra 
| ſuitable to the repreſentation, The ſcene 
was generally placed in an opening of the 
foreſt, where ſuch parts of the wood as were 

D 5 . penetrable, 
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penetrable, formed around us numerous ar- 
cades of foliage, beneath which we were 
ſheltered from the heat during che whole 
day; but when the ſun deſcended towards 
the horizon, its rays broken upon trunks of 
the trees, diverged amongſt the ſhadows of 
the foreſt in long lines of light which pro- 
daced the moſt ſublime effect. Sometimes 
the whole of its broad diſk appeared at the 
end of an avenue, ſpreading one dazzling - 
maſs of brightneſs. The foliage of the trees 
illuminated from beneath by its fatfron 
beams, glowed with the luſtre of the topaz - 
and the emerald. Their brown and moſſy 
trunks - appeared transformed into columns 
of antique bronze, and the birds who had 
retired in ſilence to their leafy ſhades to paſs 
the night, ſurpriſed to fee the radiance of a 
ſccond morning, hailed the ſtar of day with 
innumerable carols, | 


Night often overtook us during thoſe 


rural ene ; but the purity of the 
air, 
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air, and the mildneſs of the climate, admitted K 
of our lleeping in the woods, ſecure from 
the injuries of the weather, and no leſs ſecure 
from moleſtation : from - robbers.” At our 

return the following day to our reſpective 
habitations, we found them exactly in the 
ſame ſtate in which they had been left. In 

this iſland, which chen had no commerce, 
there was ſo much ſimplicity; and good faith, 
that the doors of ſeveral houſes were without 
a key, and a lock was an object of curioſity 
to many of the natives. + SaaS | 


Amidſt the luxuriant beauty of this favour- 
ed climate, Madame de la Tour often re- 
gretted the quick © ſucceſſion, from day to 
night, which takes place between the tropics, 
and which deprived her penſive mind of that 
hour of twilight, the ſoftened gloom of which 
is ſo ſoothing and ſacred to the feelings of - 
tender melancholy. This regret is * 
in the following ſonnet. 
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N N K r.. 


TO THE TORR 1D.ZONE. 
PATHWAY. of light! o'er thy empurpled zone, 
With lavish charms perennial summer strays; 

Soft midst thy spicy groves the zcphyr plays, 
White far around the rich perfumes are thrown; 
The umadavid-bird for thee alone, | 
Spreads his gay plumes that catch thy vivid _ ; 


For thee the gems with liguid lustre blaze, 


And nature's various wealth is all thy own, 


But ah ! not thine is witight's doubtful gloom, 


Those mild gradations, mingling day with night; 


Here, instant darkness shrouds.ghy genial bloom, 


Nor leaves my pensive soul that ling'ring light, 


When musing mem'ry would each trace resume 


Of ſading pleasure in successive flight. 
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Paul and Virginia had neither clock or 
almanack, or books of chronology, hiſtory, 
or philoſophy. The periods of their lives 
were regulated by thoſe of nature. They 
knew the hours of the day by the ſhadows of 
the trees, the ſeaſons by the times, when thoſe 
trees bore flowers or fruit, and the years by 
the number of their harveſts. Theſe ſoothing 
images diffuſed an ine xpreffible charm over 
their converſation. ** It is time to dine, 
faid-Virginia, © the ſhadows of the plantain- 
trees are at their roots,” — or, night ap- 
proaches, the tamarinds cloſe their leaves. 
„When will you come to fee us?” enquired 
ſome of her companions in the * rome 
hood. At the time of the ſugar-canes,” 
anſwered Virginia. Your vifit will be then 
ſtill more delightful, '” reſumed: her young 
acquaintances. When ſhe was aſked What 
was her own age, and that of Paul; my 
brother,” ſaid ſhe, „ is as old as the great 

cocoa- tree of the fountain; and I am as old as 
the little cocoa-t ree—the mangoes have bone“? 
fruit 


/ 
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| rehgning themſelves to the will of heaven. 
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fruit twelve times, and the orange-trees have 
borne flowers four and twenty times, ſince I 
came into the world.“ Their lives ſeemed 


linked to the trees like thoſe of fauns or dryads. 


They knew no other hiſtorical epochas than 
that of the lives of their mothers, no other 
chronology than that of their qrchards, and no 
other philoſophy than that of doing good, and 


Thus grew thoſe children of nature. No 
care had troubled their peace, no intemperance 
had corrapteditheir blood, no miſplaced paſ- 
ſion had depraved their hearts, Love, inno- 


_ cence, and piety poſſeſſed their ſouls, and thoſe 


intellectual graces unfolded themſelves in their 
features, their attitudes, and their motions, 
Still in the morning of life, they had all its 


blooming freſhneſs; and ſurely ſuch in che 


garden of Eden appeared our firſt parents 


when, coming from the hands of God, they 
2 firſt ſaw, approached, and converſed together, 
like brother and ſiſter. Virginia was gentle, 


modeſt, 
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modeſt, and confiding as Exe; and Paul, lrxke 


Adam, united the figure of manhood with the 
ſimplicity of a child. | * 


When alone with Virginia, he has. a thous. 


ſand times told me he uſed to ſay to hex at his 


return from labour, when I am wearied, the 


ſight of you refreſhes me. If from the ſums 
mit of the mountain I perceive you below in 


the valley, you appear to me TAME midſt» of 


our orchard like a bluſhing roſe bad, If you 
go towards our mother's houſe, the partridge, 
when it runs to meet its young, has a ſhape 


leſs: beautiful, and a ſtep leſs light. When IJ. 
loſe ſight of you through the trees, I have no 


need to ſee you in order to find you again. 


Something of you, 'I know not how, remains 
for me in the air where you have paſſed, in 
the graſs where you have been ſeated. When 
I come near you, you delight all my ſenſes. . 


The azure of heaven is leſs charming than the 
blue of your eyes, and the ſong of the amada- 


vid-bird leſs ſoft than the ſound of your voi 
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If I only touch you with my finger; my whole 
frame trembles with pleaſure. Do you 
rem@ber the day when we croſſed over the 
great ſtenes of the river of the Three Peaks? I 
was very much tired before we reached the 


bank, but as ſoon'as I had taken you in my 


arms, I ſeemed to have wings like a bird. Tell 
me by what charm you have ſo enchanted 


me? Is it by your wiſdom ? Our mothers have 
more than either of us. Is it by your carefles ? 


They embrace me much oftener than you. * 
think it muſt be by your goodneſs. 1 ſhall 


never forget how you walked bare footed to 


the Black River, to aſk pardon for the poor 


wandering ſlave. Here, my beloved] take this 
flowering orange branch, which I have culled 


in the foreſt ; you will place it at night near 
your bed. Eat this honey-comb which J have 


taken for you from the top of a rock. But firſt 


lean upon my boſom and I ſhall be refreſhed.” 


Virginia then anſwered, O, my dear 


© brother, the rays of the ſun in the morning 


N at 
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at the top of the rRks give me leſs joy than 
the ſight of you. I love my mother, I love 
yours; but when they call you their ſon, Þ 
love them a thooſarnd times more. When 

they careſs you, I feel it more ſenſibly than 
when J am carefſed myſelf. You aſk me why 
you love me. Why? all creatures that are 
brought up together love one another. Look 
at our birds reared up in the ſame nefts—they 
love like us—they are always together like us. 
Hark ! how they call and anſwer from one 
tree to another. So when the echoes bring 
to my ear the airs which you play upon your 
flute at the top of the mountain, I repeat the 
words at the bottom of the valley. Above all; 
you ere dear to me ſince the day when you 
wanted to fight the maſter of the ſlave for me, 
Since that time how often J have ſaid to my- 
ſeif, * Ah, my brother has a good heart; but 


for him I ſhou!d have died of terror. I pray 

to Gol every day for my mother and yours; 

for you, and for our poor ſervants: but when 

I proncunce your name, my devation ſeems 
| * 
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to increaſe. I aſk ſo eatheſily of God, that 
no harm may befall you ! Why do you go 
ſo far, and climb ſo high, to ſeek fruits and 
flowers for me? How much you are fa- 
tigned ! ”—and with her little white” hand. 
kerchief ſhe ue che veto from his r 


For n timo paſt; 8 Virginia 
Had felt her heart agitated by newſenſations; 


Her fine blue eyes loſt their luſtre, her cheek - 
its freſhneſs, and her frame was ſeized with 


univerſal languor,” Serenity no longer fat 
upon her brow, nor ſmiles played upon 
her lips. She became ſuddenly gay, with- 
out joy, and melancholy without vexation. 
She fled her innocent ſports, her gentle 
labours, and the ſociety of her beloved fa- 
mily. , wandering along the moſt unfte- 
quented parts of the plantation, and ſecking 
every where that reſt which ſhe could no 
- where find. Sometimes at the fight of Paul 
ſhe advanced ſportively towards him, and 
when going to accoſt him; was ſeized with 

| ſudden + 


\\ 


PAUL axd VIRGINIA. gs 


ſudden confuſion ; her pale cheeks were ovet- - 
ſpread with bluſhes, and her eyes no longer 
dared to meet thoſe of her brother. Paul ſad 


to her, the rocks are covered with verdute, 
our birds begin to ſing when you approach, 


every thing around you is gay, and you only 


are unhappy.” He endeavoured to ſooth het 
by his embraces, but ſhe turned away her 
head, and fled trembling towards her mother. 
The careſſes of her byother excited too much 
emotion in her agitated heart. Paul could 


not comprehend the meaning of thoſe ner 


— 


and ſtrange caprices. 


One of thoſe ee which ſometimes 
deſolate the countries ſituated between the 


tropics, now ſpread its ravages over this iſland. 


It was near the end of December, when the ſan 


at capricorndartsoverthe Mauritius during the 
ſpace of three weeks its vertical fires. The ſouth- 
wind, which prevails almoſt throughout the 
whole year, no longer blew. Vaſt columns ot 
- Cult aroſe from the high ways, and hung ſuſpen- 
ub; _ ded 
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_ ».ded in the air; the ground was every where 
broken into clefts ; the graſs was burnt; hot 
exhalations iſſued from the ſides of the moun- 
tains,-and their rivulets for the moſt part be- 
came dry ; fiery vapours during the day aſ- 
cended from the plains, and appeared at the 
ſetting of the ſun like a conflagration: night 
brought no coolneſs to the heated atmoſphere; 
the orb of the moon ſeemed of blood, and, 
rifing in a miſty horizon, appeared of ſuper- 
natural magnitude. The drooping cattle on 
the ſides of the hills, ftretching out their 
necks towards heaven, and panting for air, 
made the valleys re- echo with their melancholy 
lowings; even the caffie, by whom they were 
led, threw himſelf upon the earth in ſearch 
of coolneſs, but the ſcorching ſun had every + 
where penetrated, and the ſtifling atmoſphere 
reſounded with the buzzing noiſe of inſechi, 
who ſought. to allay their thirſt in the blogs” | 
of men and of animals. SN 


on one of thoſe ſultry days Virginia, reſt. . 
+ leſs 


* 


— 


\ 


PAUL a'nyv VIRGINIA 93 
leſs and unhappy, aroſe, then went again to | 


reſt, but could find in no attitude 'eithef 


lumber or repoſe. At length ſhe bent her | 


way by the light of the moon towards her 
fountain, and gazed at its ſpring which, not- 
withſtanding the drought, ſtill flowed like 
filver threads down the brown ſides of the. 


rock. She flung herſelf into the baſon, its” 
coolneſs re- animated her ſpirits, and a thou- 


ſand ſoothing remembrances preſented them- 


ſelves to her mind. She recollected that in 
her infancy her mother and Margaret amuſed 


themſelves by bathing her with Paul in this 


very ſpot. That Paul afterwards reſerving 
this bath for her uſe only, had dug its bed, 


covered the bottom with ſand, and ſown aro- 


matic herbs round the borders. She ſaw re- 


flected through the water upon her naked 


arms and boſom, the two cocoa-trees which 
were planted at her birth and that of her bro- 


ther, and which interwove above her head 


their green branches and young fruit. She 
thought of Paul's friendſhip ſweeter than the 
+» odours. 


2 
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odours, purer than the waters of the fountain, 
| ſtronger than the intertwining palm-trees, and 
ſhe ſighed. Reflecting upon the hour of the 
night, and the profound ſolitude, her imagi- 
nation again grew diſordered. Suddenly ſhe 
flew affrighted from thoſe/dangerous ſhades, 
and thoſe waters which ſhe fancied hotter 
than the torrid ſun-beam, and ran to her 
mother in order to find a refuge from herſelf, 
en, wiſhing to unfold her ſufferings; ſne 
preſſed her mother's hands within her ow, 
e was ready to pronounce the name 
her oppreſſed heart left not her 
lips the power of utterance; and leaning her 
head on her mother's boſom, ſhe could _ 
bathe 1 it with ker tears. 


* 


Madame de la Tour, though ſhe eaſily diſ- 
cerned the ſource of her daughter's unea- 


ſineſs, did not think proper to ſpeak to her 
on that ſubject. My dear child,” ſaid the, 
* addreſs yourſelf to God, who diſpoſes at his 
will of health and of life. He tries you now 
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in order to recompenſe you hereafter, + Ro- 
member that we are only placed upon e 
for che exerciſe of virtue. 1%. + "oY 
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Stan which hung over the iſland like a vaſt 
awning, and gathered round the ſummits of 
the mountains, while Jong flakes of fire oc 
ſionally iſſued from their miſty peaks. S% 
after, the moſt terrible thunder rerechoed 
through the woods, the plains, and the valleys; 
the rains feel from the ſkies like cataracts; 


foaming torrents rolled down' the ſides of this: 


mountain; the bottom of the valley became a 
ſea; the plat of ground on which the cbttages 


were built, a little iſland; and the entrance of 


this valley a fluice, along which ruſhediprecis! 


pitately the un n earth, —_ and 


rocks, * ft: 


e 7 o ” | 
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Mean: time the trembling family. addreſſed: 


their prayers to God in the oottage uf Madame 
de la Tour, the roof of which cracked horri- 


bly 
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frequent were the lightnings, that although 
the doors and window-ſhutters were well 
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bly from the ſtruggling winds. © So vivid and 


faſtened, every object without was diſtinctly 
ſeen through the jointed beams. Paul, * 
lowed by Domingo, went with intrepidity, | 
from one cottage to another, notwithſtanding. 
the fury of the tempeſt ; here ſapporting a 
partition with a buttreſs, there driving in a 
ſtake, and only returning to the family to 
calm their fears by the hope that the ſtorm 
was paſſing away. Accordingly, in the 
evening the rains ceaſed, the trade-winds of 
the ſouth purſued their ordinary courſe, the 
tempeſtuous clouds were thrown towards the 


north- eaſt, and the ſetting-ſun eee in 


ae 


| Viale firſt wiſh was to viſit the ſpot 
called her repoſe. Paul approached her with > 
a timid air, and offered her the aſſiſtance of his 
arm, which ſhe accepted, ſmiling, and the 

left the cottage together. The air was freſh and 

_ clear, 
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clear, white vapours aroſe from the ridges of the 


mountains, furrowed here and there by the 
foam of the torrents which were now becom 
ing dry. The garden was altogether deſtroyed 
by the hollows which the floods had worn, 
the roots of the fruit · trees were for the moſt 
part laid bare, and vaſt heaps of ſand covered 


the chain of meadows, and choaked up Virgi- 


nia's bath. The two cocoa- trees, however, 
were ſtill er kt, and ſtill retained their freſh- 
neſs, but they were no longer ſurrounded by 
turf, or arbours, or birds, except a few ama- 
david-birds, who, upon the point of the 


neighbouring rocks, lamented in 5 
notes the loſs of their youngs: 


At the Gght of this general deſolation, 


Virginia exclaimed to Paul, You brought, 
birds hither and the hurricane has killed them. 


—You planted this garden, and it is now 
deſtroyed —Every thing then upon eaith 
periſhes, and it is only heaven that is not 
a to change,” * Why,” anſwered Paul, 
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* why cannot I give you ſomething which 
belongs to heaven ? but I am poſſeſſed of 
nothing even upon earth.” Virginia bluſh- 
ing reſumed, * You have the picture of 
Saint Paul.” Scarcely had ſhe pronounced 
the words, when he flew in ſearch of it to 
his mother's cottage. This picture was a 
{mall miniature repreſenting Paul the hermit, 
and which Margaret, who was very pious, 
had long worn hung at her neck, when ſhe 
was a girl, and which, fince- ſhe became a 
mother, ſhe had placed round the neck of 
her child, It had even happened, that 
being, while pregnant, abandoned by the 
whole world, and continually employed in 
contemplating the image of this benevolent 
recluſe, her offspring had contracted, at leaſt 
- fo ſhe fancied, ſome reſemblance to this 
revered object. She therefore beſtowed upon 
him the name of Paul, giving him, for his 
patron, a faint who had paſſed his life 
far from mankind by whom he had been 
farſt deceived, and then forſaken, ' Virginia, 
1 Ks 7 ; upon 
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upon receiving this little picture from the 
hands of Paul, ſaid to him, with emotion, 
„My dear brother, [ will never part, with 
this while I live, nor will I ever forget that 
you have given me the only thing which you 
poſſeſs in the world.“ At this tone of friend- 
ſhip, this unhoped for return of familiarity 
and tenderneſs, Paul, attempted to embrace 
her; but light as a bird ſhe fled, and left 

him aſtoniſhed, and. unable $9, Account; oy a 
conduct fo extraordinary. | 


| Mean-while Margaret ſaid to Madame de la 
Tour, why do we not unite our children 
by marriage ? they have a tender attachment 
for each other.” Madame de la Taur. replied 
they are too young and too poor. What gric 
would it occaſion us to ſee Virginia bring into 
the world unfortunate chi'dren, whom ſhe 
would not perhaps have ſufficient ſtrength to 
rear | Your negro Domingo is almoſt too 
old to labour; Mary is infirm,; as for myſelf, 
my dear friend, in che ſpace of fiſteen . 
E 2 1 1 
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I find my ſtrength much failed; age advances 
rapidly in hot climates, and, above all, under 
the preſſure of misfortune. Paul is out only 
hope: let us wait till his conſtitution is 
ſtrengthened, and till he can ſupport us by 
his labour; at preſent you well know that 
we have only ſufficient to ſupply the wants 
of the day: but were we to ſend Paul for a 
ſhort time to the Indies, commeree would 
furniſh' him with the means of purchaſing a a 
ſlave ; and at his return we will unite him to 
Virginia; for I am perſuaded no one on earth 
can render her ſo happy as your ſon. We will 
ene cle our ue hed on this ſubject.” oO 


** They 1 aſked: my advice, and] 
was of their opinion. The Indian ſeas,” s 0 
obſerved to them, are calm, and, in chu- 
fing a favourable ſeaſon, the voyage is ſeldom 
longer than fix weeks. We will farniſh Paul 
with a little venture in my neighbourhood, 
where he is much beloved. If we were only 
to ſopply him with ſome raw cotton, of | 
a x which 


\ 
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work it, ſome ebony, which is here ſo com- 


mon that it ſerves. us for, firing; and ſome 


roſin, which is found in our woods, all thoſe 


articles will ſell advantageouſly in the Indies, 
es to. us they are 9 Weflen 20h * 


f 
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Gans de uf Bd up undertake this 
yoyage; but I determined preyiouſly to men- 
tion the affair to Paul; and my ſurprize was 
great when this young man ſaid to me, with 
a degree, of good ſenſe. above his age, and 
why do you wiſh me to leave my family for 
this precarious put ſuit of fottune? Is there 


any commerce more advantageous than es 


culture of the ground, which yields ſometimes 
fifty or an hundred fold If we wiſh to en- 
gage in commerce wecan do ſo. by carrying 
our ſuperfluities to the town, withqut my 
wandering to the Indies. Our mothers tell 


dre, that Domingo is 03d and feeble, but Lam 


young, aud. gather ſtrengih, every day. If 
debe E 3 any 
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any accident ſhould happen during my ab- 
ſence, above all, to Virginia, who already 
ſuffers.— Oh, no, no vel cannot reſolve to 
deve chem.“ 237 f 


; bo, uf 
3:1 AF 7 


This anbei threw me into great per- 
plexity ; for Madame de la Tour had not | 
concealed from me the ſituation of Virginia, 
and her deſire of * ſeparating thoſe young | 
people for a few years. Theſe ideas I 5 not 
we to Toggeſt's to ak | | 


rr 


Ar this oth ſhip, which arrived from 


9 5 brought Madame de la Tour a letter 


from her aunt. Alarmed by the terrors of 


14 bt approaching death, which could alone pone- 


trate a heart ſo inſenſible, recovering fiom a 
dangerous diforder which had left her in a 


late of weak neſs, rendeted incurable by age, 


ſhe defired that her niece would return to 
France, or if her health forbade her to unders 
take fo long a voyage, ſhe conjured her t 
lend. ** on whom ſhe would bcltowos 
. 6 C good 
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good education, procure for her a ſplendid ; 


martiage, and leave her the inheritance of her 


whole fortune. The peruſal of this letter | 


ſpread general conſternation through the fa- 
mily. Domingo and Mary began to weep, 
Paul, motionleſs with ſurprize, appeared as 


if his heart were ready to burſt with indigna- 
tion, while Virginia, fixing her eyes upon 


her mother, had not power to utter a word. 


And can you now leave us?” cried Mar- 


garet to Madame de la Tour. No, my 
dear friend, no, my beloved chiidren,” replied 
Madame de la Tour, I will not leave 
you—l have lived with you, and with you I 


will die have known no happineſs but in 


your affection if my health be deranged, my 
paſt misfortunes are the cauſe : — my heait 
deeply wounded by the cruelty of a relation, 
and the loſs of my huſband, has found more 


conſolation and felicity with you beneath 
thoſe ene, huts, than all the wealth of + 


E 4 „ 
b » * 
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my- family could now give me. in my own 
country. 


At this ſoothing language every eye over- 
flowed with tears of delight. Paul preſſing 
Madame de la Tour in his, arms, exclaimed, 
neither will I leave you! — I will not go 
to the Indies—we will all labour for you, 
my dear mother, and you ſhall never feel 
any wants with us.” But of the whole 
ſociety, the perſon who diſplayed the leaſt 
tranſport, and who probably felt the moſl, 
was Virgmia; and during the remainder of 
the day, that gentle gaiety which flowed from 
her heart, and proved that her. peace was 
reftored, compleated the general ſatisfaction. 


The next day at fun-riſe, while they were 
offering up as uſual their morning ſacrifice 
of praiſe, which preceded their breakfaſt, Do- 
mingo ipformed them a gentleman on horſe- 
| back, followed by two d Yaves, was coming 
towards 


* 
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towards the” plantation. This perſon was 


Monſieur de la Bourdonnais. He entered the 
cottage, where he found the family at breakfaſt, 
Virginia had prepared, according to the cuf- 


tom of the country, coffee and rice boiled 
in water; to which the added hot yams, and 
freſh cocoas. The leaves of the plantain-tree 


ſupplied the want of table linen; and calbaſſia- 


ſhells, ſplit in two, ſerved for utenfils. The 


governor expteſſed ſome ſurprize at the home- 
lineſs of the dwelling: e then, addreſſi ing Him- 
ſelf to Madame de la Tour, he obferved, that 
although publie affairs drew his attention too 
much from the concerns of individuals, ſhe 
had many claims to his good offices. You 
have an aunt at Paris, madam, he added, yo 


woman of quality, and immenſely rich, who 


expects that you will haſten to fee her, and 


who means to beſtow upon you her Whole 


fortune.“ Madame de la Tour replied, that 


the ſtate of her health would not permit her 
to undertake ſo long a voyage. At leaſt, oy 
ref u a Monficur de la Bou rdotinais, «you 


fs came, 
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cannot, without injuſtice, deprive this ami- 
able young lady, your daughter, of ſo noble 
an inheritance, . I will not conceal from you, 
that your aunt has made uſe of her influence 
to oblige you to return, and that I have re- 
ceived official letters, in which I am ordered 
to exert my authority, if neceſſary, to that 
effect. But as I only wiſh to employ my 
power for the purpoſe of rendering the in- 
habitants of this colony happy, I expect from 
your good ſenſe the voluntary ſacrifice of a 
few years, upon which depend your daughter's 
eflabliſhment in the world, and the welfare of 
your whole life. Wherefore do we come to 
theſe iſlands ? Is it not to acquire a fortune ? 
And will it not be more agreeable to return 
and find it in your own n * 


Hle EA placed a great bag of piaſters, 
which had been brought hither by one of his 
flaves, upon the table. This,” added he, 
* 38 allotted by your aunt for the Een 
” neceſſary for the young lady's voyage. 
Gently 
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Gently reproaching Madame de la Tour for 
not having had recourſe to him in her diſſi- 
eulties, he extolled at the fame time her noble 
fortitude. Upon this, Paul ſaid to the gover- 
nor, my mother did addreſs herſelf to you 
Sir, and you received her ill.“ Have you 
another child, Madam?“ faid Monſieur de la 
Bourdonnais to Madame de la Tour. No, 
Sir,” ſhe replied, © this is the child of my 
friend, but he and Virginia are equally dear 
to us. Voung man,” faid the governor 
to Paul, when you have acquired a little 
experience of the world, you will know that 
it is the misfortune of people in place to be de- 
ceived, and thence to beſtow upon intriguing 
vice, that which belongs to modeſt merit.” 


Monſtear de la Bourdonnais, at the requeſt 
of Madame de la Tour, placed himſelf next 
her at table, and breakfaſted in the manner of 
the Creoles, upon coffee mixed with rice, 
boiled in water. He was delighted with the 
order and neatneſs which prevailed in the 
E 6 little 
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little cottage, the harmony of the two inte- 
reſting families, and the zeal of their old 
ſervants. ©** Here,“ exclaimed he, I diſcern 
only wooden furniture, but I find ſerene 
countenances, and hearts of gold.“ Paul, 
enchanted with the affability of the governor, 
ſaid to him, I wiſh to be your friend, you 
are a good man.“ Monſieur de la Bourdonnais 
received with pleaſure this inſular compliment, 
and taking Paul by the hand, aſſured him 
that he . my 10 his an 


Aſter breakfaſt he took Madame de la 
Tour aſide, and informed her that an oppor» 
tunity preſented itſelf of ſending her daughter 
to France in a ſhip which was going to fail in 
a ſhort time - that he would recommend her 
to a lady a relation of his own, who would 
be a paſſenger, and that ſhe muſt not think of 
renouncing an immenſe fortune, on account 
of being ſeparated from her daughter a few 
years. © Your aunt,” he added, cannot 
live more than two years: of this I am aſſured 
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by her friends. Think of it ſeriouſſy. For- 
tune does not viſit us every day. Conſult your 
friends. Every perſon of good ſenſe will be 
of my opinion.” She anſwered,” . That 
deſiring no other happineſs henceforth in 
the world than that of her daughter, ſhe 


would leave her departure for France entirely | 


to her own inclination,” 


Madame de la Tour was not forry to find 
an opportunity of ſeparating Paul and Virginia 
for a ſhort time, and providing by this means 
for their mutual felicity at a future period. 
She took her daughter aſide, and ſaid to her, 
« My dear child, our ſervants are now old 
Paul is ſtill very young Margaret is advanced 
in years, and I am already infirm, If I ſhould 


die, what will become of you, without for- 
tune, in the midſt of thefe deſerts? You. 


will then be left alone, without any perſon 
who can afford you much ſuccour, and forced 
to labour without ceaſing, in order to ſupport. 


your wretched n This idea fills my 
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Virginia, deeply affected by this new proof 
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ſoul with ſorrow. Virginia anſwered, God 

has appointed us to labour you have taught 
me to laboui, and to bleſs him every day. He 
never has forſaken us, he will never forſake us. 
His providence peculiarly watches over the un- 
fortunate. You have told me this ſo often, my 
dear mother l cannot reſolve to leave you.” 
Madame de la Tour replied with much emo- 


tion, I have no other aim than to render you 


happy, and to marry you one day to Paul, who 
is not your brother reflect at preſent that his 


fortune depends upon you.“ 


A young girl who loves, believes that all 
the world is ignorant of her paſſion; ſhe 
throws over her eyes the veil which ſne has 
thrown over her heart: but when it is lifted 
up by ſome cheriſhed hand, the ſecret inquie- 


| tudes of paſſion ſuddenly burſt their bounds, 


and the ſoothing over-flowings of confidence 
fucceed that eſerve and myſtery, with which 
the oppreſſed heart had enveloped its feelings. 
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of her mother's tenderneſs, related to her how 
cruel had been thoſe ſtruggles, which heaven 

alone had witneſſed; declared that ſhe faw 
the ſuccour of Providence in that of an affec+ 
tionate mother, who approved of her attach- 
ment, and would guide her by her counſels; 
that being now ſtrengthened by ſuch ſupport, 


every conſideration led her to remain with” - 


her mother, without anxiety for the preſent, 
and without apprehenſion for the future. 2 
Madame de la Nane be aber this 
confidential converſation had produced an 
effect altogether different from that which ſhe 
expected, ſaid, * My dear child, I will not 
any more conſtrain your inchnation, delibe= 
rate at leiſure, but conceal m — hays 4 
Paul.” t 


Towards evening, when Madame 4 = 
Tour and Virginia were again together, their 
confeſſor, who was a miſſionary in the iſlandd, 
entered the room, having been ſent by the 

governor. 
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governor. My children,” he exclaimed ag 
he entered, God be praiſed! you are now 
rich. Lou can now liſten to the kind ſug- 
geſtions of your excellent hearts, and do good 
to the poor, I know what Monſieur de la 
Bourdonnais has ſaid to you, and what you 
have anſwered. Your health, dear Madam, 
obliges you to remain here; but you, young 
lady, are without excuſe. We muſt obey the 
will of Providence, and we muſt alfo obey 
our aged relations, even when they are unjuſt. 
A facrifice is required of you; but it is the 
order of God. He devoted himſelf for you, 
and you in imitation of his example, muſt 
devote yourſelf for the welfare of your family. 
Your voyage to France will have a happy 
termination.—You will ſurely conſent to 80, 

my ow young lady?“ | 


x Virginia, with down-caſt eyes, anſwered 
trembling, if it be the command of God, I 
will not preſume to oppoſe it. Let the will 
of God be done! ſaid ſhe, weeping. 
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The prieſt went away, and informed the 


governor of the ſucceſs of his miſſion. In 
the mean-time Madame de la Tour ſent 
Domingo to defire I would come hither, that 
ſhe might conſult me upon Virginia's depar- 
ture. | was of opinion that ſhe ought not to 
go. I conſider it as a fixed principle of hap- — 
pineſs, that we ought to prefer the advantages 
of nature to thoſe of fortune, and never go in 
ſearch of that at a diſtance, which we may 
find within our own boſoms. But what 
could be expected from my moderate counſels, 
oppoſed to the illuſions of a-ſplendid. fortune, 
and my fimple reaſoning, contradicted by tis 
prejudices of the world, and an authority ; 
which Madame de la Tour held ſacted ? This | 
lady had only conſulted me from a ſentiment 
of reſpect, and had in reality ceaſed to deli» 
berate, ſince ſhe had heard the decifion of her 
confeſſor. Margaret herſelf, who, notwith+ 
ſtanding the advantages ſhe hoped for her ſon, 
from the poſſeſſion of Virginia's fortune: had 
hitherto oppoſed her departure, made no 
further 
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further objections. As for Paul, ignorant of 
what was decided, and alarmed at the ſecret 

converſations which Madame de la Tour held - 
with her daughter, he abandoned himſelf to 
deep melancholy. 4 They are plotting ſome- 
thing againſt my peace cried he, ba 
they are ſo careful of concealment,” “ 


A report having in to mean-time' been 
ſpread over the iſland, that fortune had viſited 
thoſe rocks, we beheld merchants of all kinds 
climbing their ſteep aſcent, and diſplaying in 
_ - thoſ@humble huts the richeſt ſtuffs of India. 

The fine dimity of Gondelore, the handker- 
Chiefs of Pellicate and Muſſulapatan; the 
plain, ſtriped, and embroidered muſl ins of 
Dacca, clear as the day. Thoſe merchants 
unrolled the gorgeous ſilks of China, with 
ſatin· damaſks, others of ' graſs-green and 
bright red; roſe- coloured taffetas, a profuſion 
of ſatins, pelongs, and gawze of Tonquin, 
ſome plain, and ſome beautifully decorated 
g "_ flowers ; ; the ſoft pekins, downy, like 
2 cloth; 


"ny 
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cloth; white and yellow nankeens,' and the 
callicoes of ne een en | 


ol 1 $4 92 


Madame de la Tour wiſhed her FR | 


to purchaſe every thing ſhe liked, and Virgi- 
nia made choice of whatever ſhe believed 


would be agreeable to her mother, Margaret, 


and her ſon. This,” faid ſhe, * will ſerve 
for furniture, and that will be ufeful to Mary 
and Domingo.“ In ſhort the bag of piaſters 
was emptied before ſhe had conſidered her 
own wants; and ſhe was obliged to receive a 
thare of the preſents which ſhe had Aare 
to 0798 _— circle; Na e vo appr Oe, 
, wt 2.95: ted 

Paul, Scene with forrow! at 15 ſight 
of thoſe gifts of fortune, which he felt were 


the preſage of Virginia! s departure, came 4 
few days after to my dwelling.” Witt an air 


of deſpondeney he ſaid to me, * my ſiſter is 
going : they are already making preparations 
for her voyage. I conjure you to come and 
excit your influence over her mother and 
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mine, in order to detain her here?” I could 
not refuſe the young man's ſolicitations, 
although well convinced that my repreſen. 
_ tations would be unavailing. 

If Virginia had appeared to me charming, 
when clad in the blue cloth of Bengal, with 
a red handkerchief tied round her head, ho 
much was her beauty improved, when deco - 
rated with the graceful ornaments worn by 
the ladies of this country] She was dreſſed in 
white muſlin lined with roſe-coloured taffeta. 
Hen ſmall and elegant ſhape was, diſplayed to 
advantage by her corſet, and the laviſh pro- 
fuſion of her light treſſes were careleſsly 
blended with her ſimple head-drefs; + Her fine 
blue eyes were filled with an ex preſſion of 
melancholy, and the ſtruggles of paſſion, with 
which her heart was agitated, fluſhed, het 
cheek, and gave her voice a tone of emotion. 
The: contraſt between, her penſive look, and 
her gay habiliments, rendered her more in- 
tereſting than ever, nor was it paſſible to 


att ſee . 


PAUL kxnD VIRGINIA: 
ſee or hear her, unmoved: © Paul became 


more and more melancholy ; ; and at length 
Margaret, diſtreſſed by the ſituation of her 
ſon, took him aſide, and ſaid to him, * why, 
my dear ſon, will you cheriſh vain hopes 
which will only render your diſappointment 
more bitter ? it is time that I ſhould make 


known to you the ſecret of your life and of 


mine. Mademoiſelle de la Tour belongs by 
her mother to a rich and noble family, while 
you are but the ſon of a poor peaſant- girl, 

and what is worſe, you are'a natural child,” 
| $F 4241 the 


Paul, who had never before heard this laſt 2, 


expreſſion, enquired with eagerneſs its mean- 
ing. His mother replied, © you had no legi- 
timate father. When I was a girl, ſedueed 
by love, I was guilty of a weakneſs of which 
you are the offspring. My fault deprived you of 
a father's family, and my flight from home 
of that of a mother's family, mme 
child ! you have no relation in the world but 
me!” and the ſhed a flood of tears. Paul 
Ani 5 
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prefling her in his arms, exclaimed, ** Oh, + 
my dear mother ! fince I have no relation; in 
the world but you, 1 will love you (till more 
But what a ſecret have you diſcloſed to me! 
I now ſee the reaſon why Mademoiſelle de h 

Tour has eſtranged herſelf from me. for two 
months paſt, and why ſhe has determined to 
go. Ah! 1 perceive too well that the deſpiſes 


The hour 7 upper being 8 we 
placed ourſelves at table, but the different 
ſenſations with which we were. all agitated, left 
us little inclination to eat, and the meal paſſed 
in ſilence, Virginia, firſt went out, and ſeated 
herſelf on the very ſpot where we now are 
placed. Paul haſtened after her, and ſeated 
himſelf by her fide. It was one of thoſe deli- 
cious nights, which are ſo common between 
the tropics, and the beauty of which no pencil 
can trace. The moon, appeared in the midit 
of the frmament, curtained | in clouds, which 
PT beams gradually diſpelled. Her light 

2 "nl 72 


1 


PAUL ANDY VIRGINIA. 119 | 


* inſenſibly ſpread itfelf over the mountains of 

the iſland, and their peaks gliſtened with a 
ſilvered- green: the winds were perfectly ſtill: 
we heard along the woods, at the bottom of 
the valleys, and on the ſummits of the rocks, 
the weak cry, and the ſoft murmurs of the 
birds, exulting in che brightneſs of the night, 
and the ſerenity of the atmoſphere. The 
hum of inſets was heard in the graſs; the 
ſtars ſparkled in the heavens, and their trem- 
bling and lucid orbs were reflected upon the 
boſom of the ocean. Virginia's eyes wan- 
dered over its vaſt and gloomy horizon, diſ- 
tinguiſhable from the bay of the iſland by the 
red fires in the fiſhing: boats. She perceived 
at the entrance of the harbour a light and a PS 
ſhadow ; theſe were the watchlight and the 

body of the veſſel, in which ſhe was to embark 
for Europe, and which, ready to ſet fail, lay 
at anchor, waiting for the wind. AﬀeCted 
at this ſight, ſhe turned away her head, in 
order to hide her tears from Paul. 


N 2 


— — — — —— — 
— 2 8 
— 


120 PAUL Ax VIRGINIA. 
Madame de la Tour, Margaret, and my- 


ſelf, were ſeated at a little diſtance beneath the 


plantain- trees, and amidſt the ſtillneſs of the 


night we diſtinctly heard their chene 


which I have not nk ger ; 

Paul ſaid to , = * you are going, they el 
me, in three days. Vou do not fear then to 
encounter the dangers of the ſea, at which you 
are ſo much terrified.” | © I muſt fulfil my 
duty, ” anſwered Virginia, by obeying my 


parents.” ** You leave us,” reſumed Paul, 


_ * for a diſtant relation whom you have never 
| ſeen.” © Alas!” cried Virginia, I would 


have remained my whole life here, but my 
mother would not have it ſo: my confeſſor 


told me that it was the will of God I fouls 


80, and that life was a trial! 
„What!“ exclaimed Paul, “you have 
found ſo many reaſons then for going, and 
not one for remaining here ! Ah ! there is one 
reaſon for your departure which you have not 
. mentioned, 
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mentioned. Riches have great attractions. 
You will ſoon find in the new world, to 
which you are going, another, to whom 
you will give the name of brother, which 
you will beſtow. on me no more. You 
will chuſe that brother from amongſt perſons; 
who are worthy of you by their birth, and 
by a fortune, which I have not to offer. But 
where will you go in order to be happier 9 
On what ſhore will you land which will ben 
dearer to you than the ſpot; which gave you 
birth? Where will you find' a ſociety more 
intereſting to you than this by wWhidb you 
are ſo beloved? How will you bear to live 
without your mother's careſſes to which;yaw: 
are ſo accuſtomed? What will! become! of» 
her already advanced in years, when ſhe will 
no longer ſee you at her ſide at table, in the 
houſe, in the walks where ſhe uſed to leans. 
upon you? What will become of my mo- 
ther, who loves you with the ſame affectioni q 
What ſhall I ay to comfort them en I. 
Ki ſee 
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ſoe them weeping for your abſence? Cruel! 
I ſpeak not to you of myſelf, but what will 
become of me when in the morning 1 ſhall- 
no more. fee you, when the evening will 7 
come and will not reunite us! when'I ſhall/ 
gaze on the two palm- trees, planted at our 
birth, and fo long the witneſſes of our mu- 
tual: friendſhip? Ah ! ſince a new deſtiny. 
_ aftraQts you, ſince. you ſeek in a country, 
diſtant from your own, other poſſeſſions 
| than thoſe which were the fruits of my 
labour, let me accompany you in the veſſel 
in which you are going to embatk. I will 
| aftjmate your courage in the midſt of thoſe 
tempoſts at which you are ſo terrified even 
om ſhore. I will lay your head upon my 
boſom. I will warm your heart upon my 

own, and in France, where you go in ſearch 

of fortune and of grandeur, ] will attend you 

as your ſave. Happy only in your hap- 
pfneſs, ou will find me in thoſe palaces 
horte I ſhrall ſee yon cheriſhed and adored, 

94 1 1 
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at leaſt ſufficiemy noble to make. for you 
the greateſt:of all ſacrifices by ing ar pur 
feet.“ iA 


»The violence of his emotion "ſtifled? his 
voice, and Wel when heart that of Virginia, 
which, broken by ſo6bs, uttered theſe words, 
„Ie for you I got for yu νm I fees 


| every day bent beneath the labour of ſuſtain- 


ing two infirm fatniljes. If I have accepted 
this opportunity of becoming rich, it is only» 
to return you a thouſand-fo!d'the good which 
you have done ds. Iqherg.any fortune 
worthy of your: friendſhip? Why do you 
talk to me of your births, Ah! if it was 
again poſſible to give me a brother, ſhould Tl. 
make choice of any other than you? Oh, 
Paul! Paul 1 you are far dearer to me than 
a brother | Ho- much has it coſt me to 
avoid you! Help me to tear myſelf from 
what J value more than exiſtence; till heaven 
can bleſs our union. But I will ſtay or go, 
I will live o or die, diſpoſe-of me as you will. 
a F 2 2 
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Unhappy, that I am l. I could; det 


careſſes, but I am unable io laren 


affliction,” a Toy +. 2 


: Ati thaſe Words Paul ſeized het u | 
atms, and holding her preſſed ſaſt to his 


baſom, cried, in a piereing tone, f Tv 


with her, nothing/ſhall divide us. Wei n 
towards him. and Madame de I. Tour ſaid, | 
to him, eh hn if you go what will become 
of us?? nette 135730008 125 2110 

1 3604 Ros ra bs. iat 

He trembling repeated the e my 
ſon my ſon Lybuimy mother, eried he; 
„% you, Who would ſeparate the wenn | 
from the ſiſtet! We have both been no 
riſtied at your boſom: we have both; been 
reared upon your knees: we have antef- 
you to love each other; We have ſald ſo a 
thouſand times; and now you would ſepa- 
rate her from me You ſend her to Europe. 
that barbarous eountry which refuſed you an 
alylum, and. to relations by whom you; were! 
[ abandoned. 
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Abandbnedt VO will teld!Hhdirfiab I have 
.ndiright- der her, und that ſhe in not wy 
ſiſter. She ig everys lim to me -riched, 
birth, family, my ſole good I (know: hb 


other. We have had bat one roof, one 
cradle, and we will aue but one ga 7 It 


he goes will follow her, The governor 


will prevent me: Will he prevent me from 
funging myſelf into the ſea? Will heprevent 
me frown follo id g hen by funmming? The . 
fea. cant be mbre atal to mel tlinnithe 
Banck i. Sinet Deantuet live withchbr;# at leaſt 
J will diel before her. eyes fat from you, 
anhumari mother {\'»womun without com 
paſſion ] -may the ocem/towhichYyourruſt 
her reftove: her to you Us More |+-may" the 
wavegrollivg Wack. our cbipſbs, amid the 
ſtones of the beach, gi yo in the Jdſs! for 
your two children, | an eternal he of | 
wn cb bee .f mat 
ft 47 it. * 

0 theſe ws I PR bim in my DUR 
| foreſt had deprived him of reaſon, - His 
212 F353 eyes 
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-eyes i flaſhedrfire; big. dropsyof ſweathhang 


-upon-;his face, his knees trembled, and -I 
felt his heart heat vinlently againſt his bury 
ing boſom \ bo Nn Yer Nai (1131: 
440% 1607* t id! Drill „ AE nl, 
Virginia, afftighted, ſaid ta him, Oh, 
my friend II call to ywitoeſs thé pleaſutes 
of our early age, your oro and wy; dn, 
and every thing chat can far ever bind itud 
unfort unate ſbeih gs to each other, that if il 
remain, Layik: livec but cfor ybu, dhat if 
go, 1; WII O day dreturnsto be yburs. ul 
call yawall 46twitpe6,:ybu-who have rearell 
my; inſancy,avhondiſpoſe of my life, ho 
fee: my teais. Liſwear by that heaven which 
ears me, hy the fea which Lan going to 
Piſs, by che airzichremhe, and which never 
ſullieil by a falſhocb!? 11% wane 
o ic f lettre 0, rb tat tuner 
As the ſun ſoftens and diflolvts;}aninacy 
rock upon the. ſummit of the Appennines, 
ſo-the impetuous paſſions of the ybung mn 
wee ſublluedibyuhe voice of har he denk 


2272 E 1 


PAUL any VIRGINIA. 127 


He bent his head, and a flood of tears fell 
from his eyes. His mother, mingling har 
tears with his, held him in her arms, but 
was unable to ſpeak. Madame de la. Tour, 
half diſtracted, ſaid to me, I can bear this 
no longer. My heart is broken. This un- 
fortunate voyage ſhall not take place. Do 
take my ſon” home with you. If is eight 
days ſince any one here has flept.”? - 5 


I ſaid to Paul, ** my dear friend, your 
ſiſter will remain. To- morrow we will ſpeak 
to the governor, leavs. your guy 28e 
ſome reſt, and come and paſs the night with - 
Mb”. ft” . * 


He ſuffered himſelf to be led away in ſi- 
lence ; and, after a nightiof great agitation, 


he aroſe at break of day, and returned 
home, | 


8 


But why ſhould I continue any longe 
the recital of this hiſtory ? There is never 
F 4 but 


kl 
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but one afpeR of human life which we can 
contemplate with pleaſure. Like the globe 
upon which we revolve, our fleeting courſe 
is but a day, and if one part of that day be 


viſited by light, the other is thrown into 


darkneſs, | 


5 „Father I anſwered, * finiſh, J conjure 
you, the hiſtory which you have begun in a 


manner ſo intereſting. If the images of hap- 


pineſs are moſt pleafing, thoſe of misfortune 
are moſt inſtructive, Tell me what became 
1 the nn young man.“ y 2071 


The firſt object which Paul beheld ; in his 
way home, was Mary, who, mounted 
upon a rock, was earneſtly looking towards 
the ſea. As ſoon às he perceived her, he 
called to her from a diſtance, where is Vir- 


ginia?“ Mary turned her , head towards her 


young maſter, and began to weep. Paul, 
diſtracted, and treading back his ſteps, ran 


to the harbour, He was there informed, 


3:44 1 | that 


— 
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that Virginia had embarked at break of day, 
that the veſſel had immediately after-ſet fail 
and could no longer be diſcerned. He in- 
ſtantly returned to the plantation, which be 
croſſed without n a. word. a 


Although the * of als behind. us ap- 
pears almoſt perpendicular, thoſe green plat- 
forins, which ſeparate their ſummits, are ſo 
many ſtages, by means of which you may 
reach, through ſome difficult paths, that 
cone of hanging and inacceſſible rocks, called 
the Tomb. At the foot of that cone is a 
ſtretching ſlupe of ground, covered with. 
lofty trees, and which is ſo high and ſteep, 
that it appears like a foreſt in ait, ſurrounded 
by tremendous precipices. The clouds, 
which are attracted round the, ſummit of, 
thoſe. rocks, ſupply innumerable rivulets 
which ruſh from ſo immenſe a height into 
that deep valley ſituated behind the moun- 
tain, that from this elevated point we do not 
hear the ſound of their fall. On that ſpot 
ot yow 
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you can diſcern a conſiderable part of the 
iſland with its precipices crowned with their 
majeſtic tops ; and, amongſt others, Peter- 
bath, and the Three Peaks, with their valley 
filled with woods; you alſo command an 
extenſive view of the ocean, and even per- 
ceive the Iſle of Bourbon forty leagues to- 
wards the weſt. From the ſummit of that 
ſtupendous pile of rocks, Paul gazed upon 
the veſſel which had borne away Virginia, 
and which now, ten leagues out at ſea, 
appeared like a black ſpot in the midfi of the 
ocean. He remained a great part of the day 
with his eyes fixed upon this object; when 
it had diſappeared, he ſtill fancied he beheld 
it; and when, at length, the traces which 
clung to his imagination were loſt amidſt the 
gathering miſts of the horizon, he ſeated him-/ 
ſelf on that wild point, for ever beaten by 
the winds which never ceaſe to agitate the 
tops of the cabbage and gum- trees, and the 
hoarſe and moaning murmurs of which, 
Kimilarto the diſtant ſound of organs; aſpire 
| I 4 
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a deep melancholy.: on that ſpot I found 
Paul with his head reclined on the rock, 
and his eyes fixed upon the ground. I had 
followed him fince break of day, and, after 

much importunity, I prevailed with him to 

deſcend from the heights and return to his 

family. I conducted him to the plantation, 

where the firſt impulſe of his mind, upon 
feeing Madame de la Tour, was to reproach 
her bitterly for having deceived him.— Ma- 
dame de la Tour told us, that a favourable 
wind having aroſe at three o'clock in the 
morning, and the veſſel being ready to ſet 
fail, the governor, attended by his general 
officers and the miſſionary, had come with a 
palanquin, in ſearch of Virginia; and that 
notwithſtanding her own objections, her 
tears,, and thoſe of Margaret, all the world 
exclaiming that it was for the general 
welfare, they had carried away Virginia 
almoſt dying. At leaſt,” cried Paul, if 
I had bid her farewel, I ſhould now be. more 
calm. I would have ſaid to her, * Virginia, 
F 6 if 
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if during the time we have lived together, 


one word may have eſcaped me which has 


offended you, before you leave me for ever, 
tell me, that you forgive me.“ I would have 
faid to her,” fince Lam deſtined to ſee you no 
more. Farewell, my-dear Virginia, farewell 
live far from me, contented and happy * 


When he faw that Ins mother and Ma- 
dame de la Tour were weeping. © You 
muſt now,” faid he, ſeek ſome other than 
me to wipe away your tears !“ and them 
ruſhing out of the houſe, he wandered up: 
and down the plantation He flew eagerly 


to thoſe ſpots which had been moſt dear: 


to Virginia. He ſaid to the goats and their- 
kids, who followed him bleating, What 
do you afk of me? you wil ſee her no more 
_ who uſed to feed you with her own: hand.“ 
He went to the bower, called the Repoſe of 
Virginia, and, as the birds flew around him, 
exclaimed, poor little birds! you will fly 
BS mare to meet her who cheriſhed you“ 
4 and; 


PAUL any VIRGINIA: 133 
and obſerving Fidele running backwards and 


forwards in ſearch of her, he heaved a deep 
figh and cried, * ak } you will never find 
her again.” At length he went and ſeated” 
himſelf upon the rock where he had con- 
verſed with her the preceding evening, and 
at the view of the ocean upon which he had 
ſeen the veſſel diſappear which bore her away, 


he wept bitterly. 


| 1 

We continually watched his ſteps, ap- 
prehending ſome fatal conſequence from the 
violent agitation of his mind. His mother: _ 
and Madame de la Tour conjured him in 
the moſt tender manner not to increaſe their: 
affliction by his deſpair. At length Madame» 
de la Four ſoothed his mind by laviſhing/ 
upon him ſuch epithets as were beſt caleu- 
lated to revive his hopes. She called him 
her ſon, her dear fon, whom the deſtine& 
for her daughter. She prevailed with him 
to return to the houſe and receive a- little 
nouriſhment. He ſeated bimſelf with us at 

tabic, 
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table, next to the place which uſed to be 
oecupied by the companion of his child- hood, 
and, as if ſhe had ſtill been preſent, he ſpoke 
to her, and offered whatever he knew was 
moſt agreeable to her taſte, and then ſtarting 
from this dream of fancy, he began to weep. 
For ſome days he employed himſelf in gather- 
ing together every thing which had belonged 
to Virginia ; the laſt noſegays ſhe had worn, 
the cocoa-ſhell, in which ſhe uſed to drink, 
and after kiſſing a thouſand times thoſe relics 
of his friend, to him the moſt precious trea- 
ſures which the world contained, he hid 
them in his boſom. The ſpreading per- 
fumes of the amber are not ſo ſweet as the 
objects which have belonged to thoſe we 
love. At length, perceiving that his anguiſh 
increaſed that of his mother and Madame de 
la Tour, and that the wants of the family 
required continpal labour, he began, with 
the aſſiſtance of Domingo, to repair the 
garden, | 


- 
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Soon after, this young man, till now 
indifferent as a creole with. reſpect to What 
was paſſing in the world, defired I would 
teach him to read and write, that he might 
carry on a correſponderice with Virginia. 
He then wiſhed to be inſtructed in geogra- 
phy, in order that he might form/a juſt idea 
of the country where ſhe had diſembarked, 
and in hiſtory, that he might know the man- 
ners of the ſociety in which ſhe was placed. The 
powerful ſentiment of love which direQed. 
his preſent ſtudies, had already taught him. 
the arts of agricuhure, and the manner of; 
laying out the moſt irregular grounds with 

advantage and beauty, It muſt be admitted 
that to the fond dreams of this reſtleſs, and 
ardent paſſion, mankind are indebted for a 
great number of arts and ſciences, while its 
diſappointments have given birth to philoſo« 
phy, which teaches us to bear the evils of 

life with reſignation, - Thus, nature having 
made love, the general link which binds all | 
vow has rendered it the- Hſt ſpring of 

| ſociety, 
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ſociety, the firſt incitement to knowledge 
as well as pleaſure. | 


Paul found little ſatis faction in the fludy. 
of geography, which, ' inſtead of defcribing- 
the natural hiſtory of each country, only 
gave a view of its political boundaries. Hiſ- 
tory, andeſpecially modern hiſtory, intereſted 
him little more : he there faw only gene- 
ral and periodicab evils, of which he did not 
diſcern the cauſe ; wars for which there was- 
no reaſon, and no object; nations without 
principle, and princes without humanity. 
He preferred the reading of romances, which 
being filled with the particular feelings and 
intereſts of men, repreſented ſituations ſimi- 
lar to his own. No book gave him ſo much 
pleaſure: as Telemachus, from the pictuses 
which it draws of paſtoral life, and of thoſe; 
paſhons which are natural to the human 
heart. He read aloud to his mother aud 
Madame de la Tour, thoſe. parts which af- 
&Cted him moſt ſenſibly, when ſometimes 
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touched by the moſt tender remembrances 
his emotion choaked his utterance, and his 
eyes were bathed in tears. He fancied he 
had found in Virginia, the wiſdom of An- 
tiope, with the misfortunes and the tenderneſs 
of Eucharis. With very different ſenſations 
he peruſed our faſhionable novels, filled with 
licentious maxims and manners, And when 
he was informed that thoſe romances drew 
a juſt picture of European fociety, he trem- 


bled, not without reafon, leſt Virginia ſhould Sod] 


become corrupted-and ſhould: forget him. 


More than a year and a half had indeed 
paſſed away, before Madam de la Tour re- 
ceived any tidings of her daughter. During 
that period ſhe had only accidentally heard 
that Virginia had arrived ſafely in France. 
At length-a veſſel which ſtopped in its way 
to the Indies, conveyed to Madame de la 
Tour a pacquet and a letter, written with 
her own hand; Although this amiable young 
woman had written in a guarded manner, 
l in 


ater... © 
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in order to avoid woundiog the feelings of 
her mother, it was eaſy to diſcern that ſhe 
was unhappy. Her letter points ſo natu- 
rally her ſituation. and her, character, that 
I have retained it 10 word for word. 
My deareſt and moſt beloved mother, 
J have already ſent you ſeveral letters written 
with my own hand, but having received no 
.anſwer, I fear they have not reached you; 
I have better hopes for this, from the means 
I have now taken of ſending you tidings of 
myſelf, and of hearing fiom you. 1 have 
ſhed many tears ſince our ſeparation, I, who 
never uſed to weep, but for the misfortune 
of others]! My aunt was much aſtoniſhed 
when having, upon my arrival, enquired 
what accompliſhments I poſſeſſed, I told her 
that I could neither read nor write. She 
aſked me what then I had learnt ſince I came 
into the world: and when I anſwered that 
- had been taught to take care of the houſhold 
affairs, and obey your will, ſhe told me, that 
| * 


| FRA 


PAUL anp VIRGINIA. 139 


1 had received the education of à ſervant. | 
The next day ſhe placed me as a boarder in 
a great abbey near Paris, where I have ma- 
ets of all kinds, who teach me, among 
ther things, hiſtory, geography, grammar, 
mathematics, and riding · But J base ſo 
litile capacity for all thoſe ſciences, that I 
abe r ne progret With, my: 1 


14 


18 My. aunt 805 "kindneſs —— tons 108 
abate! towards me! She gives me new dieſſes 
for each ſeaſon, and ſhe has placed two 
Waiting; women with me, who are, both 
dreſſed hke fine ladies. She has made me take 
che titlelof counteſs, but has obliged me to 
renounce the name of. La Tour, which is as 
dear to. me as it iscto you, from all you have 
told me'otahedudterings my father-entlured, 
zu order to mas. y you. She has replaceil 
your name by that of your family, which is 
alto dear io me, becauſe it Mas your name 
when a girl. Seeing myſelf in ſo ſplendid a 
ſituation, Limploręd her to let ne ſend you 
TO: fome 


ww 
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ſome aſſiſtance. But how {hill T repeat her 
anſwer? Yet you have deſired me always to 
tell you the truth; She told me then, that 
a little wouſd be of no uſe to you, and that 
a great deal Would 4 ov nn (arty 
the my"; life Tron led. | et 


4 W 7 
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unf. endeavoured, upon my arrival, to 
ſend you tidings of myſelf by another hand; 
but finding no per ſon here in whom I could 
place confidence, I applied night and day te 
reading and writing; and heaven, he faw 
my motive for learning, no doubt aſſiſted 
my endeavours; for [ acquired both in 2 
ſhort time. I entruſted my firſt letters to 
ſome of the ladies here; who J have reaſon 
o think carried them to my aunt. This 
time I have had recourſe to a boarder, who 
lis my friend. I ſend you her direction, by 
'means of which I ſhall receive your anſwer. 
My aunt has forbid my holding any correſ- 
pondence whatever, which might, ſhe ſays, 
become an object to the great views ſhe: has 
tu for 
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foti my advantage: Nu perſon as allowed tot 
ſee: me-at the grate but herfelf, and an old 
nobleman, one: of her friends, who, ſhe 
ſays, is much pleaſed with me. I am ſure I: 
m not at all, ſo with him, nor ſhould I, 
even if it were poſſible fot me to be e 
with any one at rs rad n. 
wort ans wig big leg, Hie intent £ 
„ Live in 4. mid. of afluence, and have 
not a; livre at my diſpoſal. They ſay 1. 
might make an improper uſe of money. 
Even my cloaths belong to my waiting 
womeng;who- quarrel i about them before 1 
have left them off. In the boſom of riches 
I am. poorer than when. I lived with you; 
for I have nothing to give. When I found 
that the great accompliſhments they taught 
me, would not procure me the power of 
doing the ſmalleſt good, I had. recourſe to my 
needle, of whicl happily vou had learnt me 
the uſe. I ſend ſeveral pair of ſtoekings of 
my own making for you and my mama 
Margaret, a cap for Domingo, and one of 
my 
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my red handkerchiefs for Mary. Lralſo 

ſend with this pacquet ſome kernels, and 
ſeeds of various kinds of fruit; which I ga- 
thered in the fields. There are much more 
beautiful flowers in the meadows of this: 
countty than in oure, but nobody cares for 
them. I am ſure that you and my mama. 
Margaret will be better pleaſed with this bag 
of ſeeds; than you were with the bag of pi- 
aſters, which was the cauſe of our ſeparation, 
and of my tears. It will give me great 
delight if you ſhould one day ſee apple trees 
growing at the ſide ofth&plantain;und elms 
hlending their foliage with Hurt che trees. 
You will fancy yourſelf in unn 
which you love ſo much, 


7G You deſired me to relate to you my 

jays and my griefs. I have no joys far 
from you. As for my griefs | endeavour 

to ſooth them by reflecting that I am in the 
fituation in which you placed me by the will 
of God, But my greateſt aflition is, that 
no 
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no one here ſpeaks to me of you, and that'T 
muſt ſpeak of you to no one. My waiting 
women, or rather thoſe of my aunt, for they 
belong more to her than to me, told me the 
other day, when I wiſhed to turn the con- 
verſation upon the objects moſt dear to me; 
remember, Madam, that you are a French 
woman, and muſt forget that country of 
ſavages.” Ah! ſooner will I forget myſelf, 
than forget the ſpot on which I was born, 
and which you inhabit 1— 1.1 is this country, 
Vhich is to me a land of ſavages, for I live 
alone, having no one to whom I can impart 
thoſe feelings of tenderneſs for you, which 4 
J ſhall bear with me to the grave. 


„I am, N 
2168 My deareſt and beloved peri y 4 
« Your affectionate and LA 
« Dutiful daughter, 
* VIRGINIA DE LA TOUR. 1 
TER or 
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„ Trecommend to your dai Maryi2 
ah Domingo, who took ſo much care of 
my infancy. Careſs Fidele for me who 


am me in the wood,” 


- 


= . 


Paul was aſtoniſhed that Virginia had not - 
ſaid one word of him, ſhe who had not for- 
gotten even the houſe-dog. But Paul was 
nor aware that, however long may be a 
woman's letter, ſhe always puts the ſen- 
timents moſt dear to her at the end. 


In a poſtſcript, Virginia recommended 
particularly to Paul's care, two kinds of 
grains; thoſe of the violet and the ſcabious ; 
ſhe gave him ſome inſtructions upon the 
nature of thoſe plants, and the ſpots moſt - 
proper for their cultivation. © The firſt,“ 
ſaid ſhe, produces a little flower of a deep 
violet, which loves to hide itſelf beneath the 
buſhes, but it is ſoon diſcovered by its de- 

- lightful odours.” She defired thoſe ſeeds 
might” be ſown loo the borders of the 
fountain 


PAUL axD, VIRGINIA: ws. 


fountain, at the foot of her cocoa: tree. 
The ſcabious,” ſhe added, produces a 
beautiful flower of a pale blue,  and.. a black 
ground ſpotted with White. Lou might 
fancy it was in mourning ;. and for this 
reaſon it is called the widows: flower. It 
delights in bleak ſpots beaten by the winds," Y 
She begged this flower might be ſown upon 
the rock, where ſhe had ſpoken to him for 
the laſt time, and that for her ſake he would 


henceforth give it the name of the farewel 
rock. 


1913346 
| She had put thoſe ſeeds into a little purſe, 
the tiſſue of which was extremely ſimple; 
but which appeared above all price to Paul, 
when he perceived a P. and a, V. intertwined 
together, and knew that the beautiful hair 


which formed the cypher was the hair j 
Virginia, 


ot! 


3 ** 159 01 


- The ads Comtly likened with tears to 


the letter of that amiabls ang vin 
.G woman. 


— 
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woman. Her mother anſwered it in the 
name of the little ſociety, and deſired her to 
remain or return as ſhe thought proper; aſ- 
Turing her, that happineſs had fled from their 
dwelling ſince her departure, and that as for 
en ſhe was | inconſo able. 
1 

* Paul alſo ſent her a long letter, in which 
he aſſured her that he would arrange the 
garden in a manner agreeable to her taſte, 
and blend the plants of Europe with thoſe 
of Africa. He ſent her ſome fruit culled 
from the cocoa-trees of the fountain, which 
were now arrived at maturity : telling her 
that he would not add any of the other ſeeds 
of the iſland, that the defire of ſeeing thoſe 
productions again might haſten her return. 
He conjured her to comply without delay 
with the ardent wiſhes of her family, and, 
above all, with his own, ſince he was unable 
to endure the N of 0 their ſeparation. | 


- 07 gur 


Wich a 2 hand Paul owe the 
Europcans 


„* 
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European feeds, particularly the violet and 
the ſcabious, the flowers of which ſeemed to 
bear ſome analogy to the chatacter and ſi- 
tuation of Virginia, by whom they had 
been recommended; but whether they were 
injured by the voyage, or whether the ſoil 
of that part of Africa was unfavourable to 
their growth, a very ſmall number of them 
blew, and none came to perfection. 


Mean while that envy, which purſues 
human happineſs, ſpread reports over the 
iſland, which gave great uneaſineſs to Paul. 
The perſons who had brought Virginia's 
letter, aſſerted that ſhe was upon the point 
of being married, and named the nobleman 
of the court with whom ſhe was goilly to 
be united. Some even declared that ſhe was 
already married, of which they were "oe, 
neſſes. Paul at firſt deſpiſed this report, 
brought by one of thoſe trading ſhips, which 
often ſpread erroneous intelligence in their 
0 paſſage; but ſome ill-natured perſons, by their 
| G 2 inſulting 
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infulting pity, led him to give ſome degree 
of credit to this cruel intelligence. Beſides, he 
had ſeen in the novels which he had lately 
read, that perfidy was treated as a ſubject of 
pleaſantry, and knowing that thoſe books 
wete faithful repreſentations of European 
manners, he feared that the heart of Vir- 
ginia was corrupted, and had forgotten its 
former engagements. Thus his acquitements 
only ſerved to render him miſerable; and 
what increaſed his appfehenſions was, that 
ſeyeral ſhips arrived flom Europe, during 
the ſpace of ſix months, and not one brought 
any tidings of Virginia. 2 
45 unfortunate young man, With a 
het torn by the moſt cruel agitation; came 
often to viſit me, that I. might. confirm or 
iſh his inquietude, by my eee of 
"the world, | #iÞ 2. 


Jive, as J have already told you, a league 


and a half from henee, upon the banks of 4 
= little 
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little river, which glides along the ſloping 
mountain; there I lead a ſolitary life, whe. 
out ee TER, or eaſt: a $532 


- AB heb aaa hd loft Nis 
iy: of living with a congenial mind, the 
Nate of life which appears the leaſt wretched, 
is that of ſolitude. It is remarkable that all 
ithoſe nations, which have been rendered 
mnhappy by their: political opinions, their 
manners or their forms of government, have 
produced numerous claſſes of citizens, al- 
together devoted to Folitude. and celibacy. 
Such were the Egyptians in their decline, 
the Greeks of the lower empire; and ſuch 
in our days are the Indians, the Chineſe, the 
-modern Greeks, che Italians, and moſt part f 


of ' the caſtern a1 ſouthern, nations of 


e Sa 0 food „ 


Thug 1 paſs my Jayy far from "mankind, 
whom I wiſhed to ſerve, and by whom 1 
have been perſecuted, ” After having tra- 
7 | G 3 velled 
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velled over many countries of Europe and 
ſome parts of America and Africa, Lat length 
pitched my tent in this thinly- peopled 
iſland, allured by its mild temperature and 
its ſolitude, A cottage which I built in the 


woods, at the foot of a tree, a little field 


which I cultivated with my own hands, a 
river which glides before my door, ſuffice 


for my wants and for my pleafures: I] blend 


with thoſe enjoyments, that of ſome choſen 


books, which teach me to become better. 


They make that world, which I have aban- 


doned, ſtill contribute to my ſatisfaction. 
They place before me pictures of thoſe 


paſſions, which render its inhabitants ſo. 
miſerable ; and the compariſon which I make 
between their deſtiny, and my own, leads me 


to feel a ſort of negative happineſs, Like a 


man, whom ſhipwreck has thrown upon a 


rock, I contemplate, from my ſolitude, the 
ſtorms which roll over the reſt of the world, 
and my repoſe ſeems more profound . the., 
diſtant ſounds of the tempeſt. 


* of 


| it 
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I ſuffer myſelf to be led calmly down the 
ſtream. of time to the ocean of futurity, 
which has no boundaries, while in the con- 
templation of the preſent harmony of nature, 
I raiſe my ſoul towards its ſupreme author, 
and hope for a more happy deſtiny, | 1 
another ſtate of exiſtence. „ 


Although you do not deſery from my 
hermitage, which is ſituated in the midſt. of 
a foreſt, that immenſe variety of objects which 
this elevated ſpot preſents, the grounds are 
diſpoſed with particular beauty, at leaſt to 
one, who, like me, loves. rather the ſeclu- 
ſion of a home-ſeene, than great and exten» 
ſive proſpefts. The river which glides 
before my door, paſſes in a ſtraight line 
acroſs the woods, and appears like a long 
canal ſhaded by trees of all kinds. There 
are black date plum-trees, what we here call 
the narrow-leaved dodonea; olive-wood, 
gum-trees, and the cinnamon- tree; while in 
tome parts the cabbage- trees raiſe their naked 
| G 4 columns, . 
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columns, more than an hundred ſeet high, 
_ efowned at their ſummits with cluſtering 
leaves, and towering above the wood like one 
foreſt piled upon another. Lianas, of va- 
rious foliage, intertwining among the woods, 
form arcades of flowers, and verdant ca- 
nopies : thoſe trees for the moſt part ſhed 
aromatic odours of a nature ſo powerful, 
that the garments of a traveller, who has 
paſſed through the foreſt, retain for ſeveral 
hours the delicious fragrance. In the ſeaſon 
when thoſe trees produce their . laviſh bloſ- 
ſoms, they appear as if covered with ſnow: 
One of the principal ornaments of our woods 
is the calbaſſia, a tree not only diflinguiſhed 
for its beautiful tint of verdure, but for other 
properties, which Madame de la Tour has 
de ſeribed in the following ſonnet, written at 
one of her firſt viſits to my hermitage. 
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SUBLIME Calbagtia! Wages tree, 5 


How soft the gloom thy bright- hue't "foliage 


55 throws, _ 


While froni«thy pulp a healing balsam . 
V e power the sulfringavretch from, pain can 


offi tree: % ein N . 
1 bosteteps ever Surn to thee ! 
Since oft while weint on my ung woes, 
Beneath thy flowry 7 white-Vellh't f repose : 
Symbol of friendship, dost thou seem to me; 
For thus has friendship cast her soothing aade 
O'er my unshelter'd bosom's keen distr-s; 
Thus sought to heal the wounds wich love bas 
55" "WREE; - ** 
And temper bleeding $OIrroOW's sharp excess! 
Ah! not in vain she lends her balmy aid 


The agonies she cannoc cure, are less! 


| 
] 
| 
| 


% 
/ 


664 AUE Ab VIRGIN. 


T owairds the and of ſummer, various 
kinds of foreign birds haſten, impelled by an 
inexplicable inſtinct, fem unknown, regions, 
and acrofs.immenſe oceans, to gatller tle pro- 
fuſe grains of this iſland,; andi the brilliancy: 
of their. expanded plumage, forms a contraſt 
to the trees, embrowned by the ſap. Such, 
among others, are various kinds of peroquets, 
the blue pigeon, called here the gigeon of 
Holland, and the wandering and majeſtic 
white bird of the Tropic, w hich Madiine de 


la Tour thus en inte 
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SONNE T. 


O THE WHITE. BIRD OF THE TROPIC.: 
| BIRD of the Tropie! thou, who lov'st'to- stray, 
Where thy long pinions sweep the sultry line, 
Or mark'st the bounds which torrid beams confine 
By thy averted course, that shuns the ray 
Oblique, enamour'd of sublimer day 

Oft' on yon cliff thy folded plumes recliue,, 

And drop thase snowy feathers Indians wine, 
To crown the; warrior's brew with honars gay 
O'er trackless oceans what impels thy wing? "A 
Does no soft instünct. in thy soul prevail? j 
No sweet affeetion-to thy bosom cling, 
And bid thee oft thy absent nest bewail . *. 
Yet thou again to that dear spot can't. Pri- 
But I my long-lost home no more shall hait!. 


22 
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The domeſtic inhabitants of our foreſts, , 


monkeys, ſport upon the dark branches of the. _ } 


trees, from which they are diſtinguiſhed by 
_ their grey and greeniſh ſkin, and their black 
viſages. Some hang ſuſpended by the tail, 
and balance themfelves in ir ; others leap 
from branch to branch, bearing their young 
in their arms. The murderous gun has never 
affrighted thoſe peaceful children of nature. 
You ſometimes. hear the warblings of un- 
known birds from the ſouthern countries, 
repeated at a diſtance by the echoes of the 
foreſt, Ther river, which runs in foaming cata- 
racts over 1 bed of rocks, reflects here and 
there upon its limpid waters, venerable maſſes. 
of woody ſhade, together with the ſports of 
its happy "inhabitants, About a thouſand 
paces from thence, the river precipitates itſelf 
over ſeveral piles of rocks, and forms in its 
fall a ſheet of water ſmooth as cryſtal, but 
which breaks at the bottom into frothy 
forges. Innumerabte confuſed ſounds iſſue 
fomthoſe tumultuous waters which, ſcattered 
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by the winds of the foreſt, ee fink, 
ſometimes ſwell, and ſend forth a hollow 
tone, like the deep bells of a cathedral. The 
air for ever renewed by the: circulation of 
the waters, fans the banks of that river with 
freſlineſs, and leaves a degree 95 verdure, 
notwithſtanding the ſummer-heats, rarely 
found in this iſland, even uon the mme 
of the mountains. wt ured, Ort mii e 
e nenen nene 
. 4 eons diftance is a rock placed far 
enough from the caſcade to prevent the ear 
from being deafened by the noiſe of its wa- 
ters, and ſufficiently near for the enjoyment 
of their view, their coolneſs, and their mur- 
murs. Thither, amidſt the heats of ſummer, 
Madame de la Tour, Margaret, Virginia, 
Paul, and myſelf; ſometimes repaited. and 
-dined beneath the ſhadow of the rock. 
Virginia, who always directed her moſt or- 
dinary actions to the: good of others, never 
eat of any fruit without planting the ſeed or 
kernel in the ground. . From this, ſaid 
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the, trees will come, which will givetheir 
fruit to ſome traveller, or at leaſt to-ſome 
bird.” One day, having eaten of the papa w- + | 
fruit, at the foot of that rock ſhe planted the - 
feeds. Soon after ſeveral papaws ſprung up, 
amongſt which was one which yielded fruit. 
This tree had riſen but a little from. the 
ground at the time of Virginia's departure; 
but its growth being rapid, in the ſpace of 
two years it had gained twenty feet of height, 
and. the upper part of its ſtem was encireled 
with ſeveral layers of ripe fruit. Paul having 
wandered to that ſpot, was delighted to ſee 
that this lofty tree had ariſen from the ſmall 
ſeed planted by, hie beloved friend; but that 
emotion inflantly gave place to deep melan- 
choly, at this evidence of her long abfence. 
The objects which we ſee habitually, do net 
remind us of the rapidity of life; they do- 
celine inſenſibly with ourſelves ; but thoſe 
which we behold again, after having for ſome 
years loſt ſight of them, impreſs us power- 
— with. the idea. of that ſwiftneſs. with 
hic 


E 
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Sy which the tide of our days flows on. Paul 


Was no left overwhelmed and affected at the 
ght of this great papaw . tree, loaded with 


f fruit, than is the traveller when, after a Jong. 
| abſence from his own country, he finds not 


His contemporaries, but their children Hon ; 


he left at the breaſt, and whom he ſees are 


become fathers of families. Paul ſometimes 
thought of hewing down the tree, which 
recalled too fenſibly the diſtraQting image 'of 
chat length of time which had elapſed ſince 
"the departure of Virginia. Sometimes con- 
templating it is as a monument of her bene 
volence, he kiſſed its trunk, and apoſtro- 
phized it in terms of the moſt paſh onate- 
regret: and indeed I have myſelf gazed-upon. 
it with more emotion and more veneration. 


. than os the rnvighal arches of Rome. 


K 4 221 7 , 


At the foot of 1 papaw I'was Lays 


ſure to meet with Paul when he came into- 


. out Hheighboufhood:! One day; wfreh J found; 
| him. abſorbed in melancholy, we had a con- 


ver{ations 
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verſation, which I will relate to you, if I do | 
not weary you by my long digreſſions, per- 
haps pardonable to my age and my. pi 
undo | | 


4-5 


"a faid to . 6 1 0 very — 
Mademoiſelle de la Tour has now been gone 
two, years and two, months, and we. have 
heard no udings of, {her for eight mqnths. 
and two weeks. 1: Sheis zich and [ am por. 
She has forgotten, me. 1 have 2 great mind. 
to follow. her, I will go;to France, il wall 
ſerve the: king, make a fortune; and then 
Mademoiſelle de la Tour” s aunt. will beſtow 
her niece on „s I thall, haye become 
great Jord. ae Bomb bd" 
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« az for myſelf, I know not what noble 
birth means.” | ; 
BH 
- © Obſcure birth,” I replied; “ in France 
ſhuts out all acceſs to great employments, 
nor can you even be received among any 


diſtinguiſhed body of men.“ 


How unfortunate T am !” reſumed Paul, 
A every thing repulſes me—T am condem- 
ned to waſte my wretched life in labour, far 
from Virginia” —and he heaved a deep 
ſigh. 5 


« Since her relation,“ he added, will 
only give her in marriage to ſome one with 
a great name, by the aid of ſtudy we become 
wiſe and celebrated. T will fly then to 
ſtudy ; I will acquire ſciences ; will ſerve 
my country uſefully by my attainments ; I 
ſhall be independent; I ſhall become re- 
nowned ; and my glory will belong only 
to myſelf.” ee daten ide 
60 My 
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My fon! talents are ſtil more rare than 
birth or riches, - and are undoubtedly an 
ineſtimable good, of which nothing can de- 
prive us, and which every where conciliate 
public eſteem. But they coſt dear; they 


are generally allied to exquiſite ſenſibility, 


which renders their poſſeſſor miſerable; But 
you tell me that you would ſerve mankind, 
He who, from the ſoil which he cultivates, 
draws forth one additional ſheaf of corn, 
ſerves mankind more than he who preſents 

them with a book.“ . | 


7 
Ohl ſhe then,” exclaimed Paul, © who 


Planted this papaw-tree, made a preſent to 


the inhabitants of the foreſt more dear and 
more uſeful than if ſhe had given them a 
library.” And ſeizing the tree in his arms, 
he kiſſed it with tranſport. | 


« Ah! I deſire glory only,” he reſumed, 
n to confet it upon Virginia, and render her 


dear to the whole univerſe, But you, who 
know 
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know ſo much, tell me if we ſhall ever be 
married. I wiſh I was at leaſt learned 
enough to look into futury. Virginia muſt 
come back. What need has ſhe of a rich 
relation? She was ſo happy in thoſe buts, 
ſo bsautiful and fo well-drefſed, with a red 
handkerchief or flowers round her head ! 
Return, Virginia] leave your ſplendour ! 
return to theſe rocks, to the ſhade of our 
woods and our: cocoa · trees! alas! you are, 
perhaps, ughappy.!''—and he began to weep, 
My father! conceal nothing from me 
if you cannot tell me whether T fhall marry. 
Virginia or no, tell me, at leaſt, if ſhe: ſtill 
loves me amidſt thoſe great lords who ſpeak 
to the * and 1800 to ſee her.. 

10 49" 20 f 
5 K Obr. my hop Sead 1 undder < ] 
am fure that ſhe loves you for ſeveral rea- 
fons, but above all, "becauſe ſhe is virtuous.” 
At thoſe words he threw himſelf upon. 10 


neck. in a en 2 joy. 
boget Ni: 
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gut what, ee do ou underſland 
by an R 1 AUF tem 

„My ſon ! to yon -who uppen your 
family by your labour, it need not be defintd, 
Virtue is an effort which we -mike for the 
good of others, and wich the intention of 
ene fre If 1 


1 5 
8, Mu? 


2 W. Oh! how e then" cried PR 
is Virginia! Virtue made lięr ſeek! for 
riches, that ſhe might practice benevolence, 


VPirtue led her to forſake this ifland;c and 


virtue will bring her back.” The idea of 
her near return fired his imagination, and 

his inquietudes ſuddenly vaniſhed. Vir 
ginia, he was perſuaded, had not written 
betauſe' ſhe would ſoon arrive. Tt took fo 
little time to come from Europe with a fair 
wind! Then he enumerated the veſſels which 
had made a paſſage of four thouſand five hun- 


dred leagues in leſs than three months, and 


. the veſſel in which Virginia had 
8 eibarked 
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embarked i might not be longer than tio: 
Ship-buuders were now ſo ingenious, and 
ſailors ſo expert! He then told me of the 
arrangements he would make for her re- 
deption, of the neu habitation he would 
bei: ldi for her, ot the. pleaſures and furprizes 
which each day ſhould bring along with it, 
when ſhe Was his wife his wife !—that 
hope. was extaſy. At leaſt, my dear father,” 

faid hez:'* you! ſhall then do nothing more 
thanj-pou pleaſe. Virginia being rich, 


we ihall have a number of negroes who Will 


lebour för you: yu ſhall always live with 
us, and have no other: care than to amuſe 


and-rejoice yourſelf - and his heart throb- 


bing withldelight, her flew to communicate 
thoſe exquiſite ſenſations to his family. 13 


In a ſhort time, however, the moſt cruel 
apprehenſions ſucceeded thoſe enchanting 
hopes. Violent paſſions ever throw the 
foul into oppoſite extremes. Paul returned 


to ena dwelling, abſorbed in melancholy, and 
«nt Taid 


— 
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ſaid to me, . I hear nothing from Virginia, 
had ſhe left Europe ſhe would have informs 
med me of her departure, Ah!] the reports 
which I have heard concerning her, are but 
too well founded. Her aunt has married 
Her to ſome great lord. She, like others, 
has been undone by the love of riches, In 
thoſe-books which paint women ſo well, vir- 
tue is but a ſubject of romance. Had Var» 
ginia been virtuous, the would not have for- 
ſaken her mother and me, and while pals 
life in thinking of her, forget me. While 
' Tam wretched, ſhe is happy. Ah h that 
thought diſtracts me; labour becomes pain 
ful, and ſociety irkſome. Would to heaven 
that war were declared in India, I would go 
there and die.” 


„My ſon,” I anſwered, that courage 
which prompts us to court death, is but the 
courage of a moment, and is often excited 
by the vain hopes of poſthumous fame. 


"ones is a ſpecies of . more neceſſary 
135 and 


— 


PAUL a xD VIRGINTAL 466 


and more rare, which makes us ſupport 
without witneſs, and without applauſe, the 
various vexations of life, and that is patience. 
Leaning not upon the opinions of othert, 
but upon the will of God, me is the 
n e | uren 


„Ah!“ cried he, “I am then without 


ebe iq every thing overwhelms and diſtracts 
me.” — 4 Equal, conſtant, and invariable 
virtue,“ I replied, belongs not to man. 
In the midſt of ſo many paſſions, by which 
we are agitated, our reaſon is diſordered and 
obſcured ; but there is an ever-burning-lamp 
at which we can rekindie its flame, and that 
is literature, 


Literature,“ my dear ſon, * is the © gift 
of heaven. A ray of that wiſdom which 
governs the univerſe, and which man, im- 
ſpired by celeſtial intelligence, has drawn 


down to earth : like the ſun it enlightens, _ 


Netter it warms with a divine flame, and 


ſeems | 
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| ſeems in ſome fort. like the element of fire, 
to bend all nature to our uſe. By the aid 
of literature, we bring around us all things, 
all places, men, and times. By its aid we 
calm the paſſions, ſuppreſs vice, and excite 
virtue. Literature is the daughter of heaven, 
who hai deſcended upon earth to ſoften and 
to charm all human evils.” - | 


— 


Have recourſe to your books then, my 
fon. The ſages who have written before 
our days, are travellers who have preceded 
us in the paths of misfortune, who ſtretch 
out a friendly hand towards us, and invite 
us to join their ſociety, when every thing 
elſe abandons us. A good book is a good 
| n 0 
4 Ah! 1? cried Paul, « I ſtood i in no o need 
of books when Virginia was here, and ſhe 
had ſtudied as little as me; but when ſhe 
-looked at me, and called me her friend, it 
Was impoſkblc for s me to be unhappy.” 

6 Undou- 


) 
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„ 88 | Undoubtedly, „ | aig? J. * there 1 na 
friend ſo agreeable as a miſtreſs by whom we 
are beloved. There is in the gay graces of 
woman, a charm that diſpets the dark phan- 
| toms of reflexion. Upon her facd fits ſoft 
attraction, and tender confidence. What 
joy is not heightened in which the ſhares? 
What brow is not unbent by her ſmiles? 
What anger can reſiſt her tears? Virginia 
will return with more” philoſophy than you, 
and will be farprized not to find'the garden 
finiſhed'; ' the wo thought of its einbel⸗ 
ſhments ainid{f the petſecutions of her auiit, 
nd far wan her mother and from you,” 4 


his idea' be rbb, ſpeedy return re- 


animated her lover's” courage, and he re- 


ſamed his paſtoral 'occupations. Happy 


amidſt his tolls, in the” reflexion that they 


would find a termination ſa dear to the 


willies of his heart. deity k 
* 6104 ary 2 Js 7 ö 
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of day, Paul when he atoſe, perceived a 


White flag hoiſted upon the mountain af 
Diſcovery, which was the ſignal of, a. veſſol 
defcried at ſea,, Hg-flew ta the,town im order 


to learn if this el tracks any uqings of 


Virginia, and waited, till he. retuꝛni of he 
pilot, who had gone ay uſual to vihtuhedhjp; 
The pilot Þrgught the governor information 
that the veſſel was the Saint; Geran. ob ſeven 
hundred tous, commondedi hy a captain 
the name of Aubin; that the ſhip wag now 


four leagues out at ſea, ar 
Port, Louis the following, afternoon. if the 


and ould anchor at 


— 1 were favourable, ; dat preſent there was 
a calm, The pilot then remitted to the 


governo a number of letters: from Exppee, 


amongſt which Was one adraflad: 50. Mar 
dame ce 
£1012. 4 Faul ſeined upon pe letter, ki iſſeq it 
with tranſport, placed it in his boſom, nd 


la Touf, i in the bapd: writing of V4Er 


flew to the plantation. No Hoger didiche 
Percetre from a diſtance the family, who 


were. > ad His eren che Jarmqvel 


£ « 
8 


rock, 


4 
h 
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rock, than he eh jetter in b 
without having the power t6' ſpeak, ai 
inſtantly the Whole fathily erbuded "HONG 
Madame de la Tour to hear it read. Vir« 
giriia informed her mother that” ſite Ea ff. 
fered much ill treatment from R r, 
who; after having im vain viged” Ber to 
matry igainft her Wc, Dad differ 
ed hel, ind et length feht ber Bc NG 
2 fenſon of the year, that ſhe wilt pte 
reach he Mavtifius' at the very Pere bt - 
the Kurricants,” "In'vain, the addell mb Bad 

endeavoured to ſoften her aunt; by r 


ſenting what ſhe owed to her mother, and 


to the habits of her eafly yents Ff me had 
been trcated as 4 romantie girl, hoſe hen 
was turned by novels, At preſent the 7 
He could think of nothing but the tHailſpoRt 
of again ſceing and embracing her beloved 


family; and that ſhe would have ſatisset 


this deateſt wiſh of her heart that very dq 
if the captain would habe permitted her thb 
IAG the-pilot's boat; but that he hed 


Hz , oppoſed 


= \ 
—— Awe ooo 


* 
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her going, on account of the diſtance 


Gom the ſhore, me > well he poems 
e. Ina 


ju) tn the letter fwiſhed, oh the 
17 8 family, tranſported with joy, repeated, 
+ Virginia is, arrived” and, miſtreſſes and 
ſrrxants embracedeach other. Madame de la 
Pr faidig/Payl,, My foo, go and oem 
dg eighbonr of Virginia's arrirgl. 3 Dos 
Tings, jpmediately lighted a — 
and their dere OT 
tation. N 4 e 10 
hns- Ei 91 1 Ml 29 AA 
be At, as . den at night, and IIa, 
Boing to extinguiſ my lamp and, retire. 40 
geſt. when I perceived, through the paliſade⸗ 
amy; ht, a light in the woods. haroſe am 
had juſt dreſſed myſelf, when Paul, half wild, 
and pantiogfor breath, ſprung og. my necks 
Keying, Come along come along, Vir- 
ginia1 is arrived Let us go to the. Port, 


the veſſel ill anchor a Tus 
Mog 2 a 4 We 


PAVUL' ' AND VIRGINIAT 47 


We ;nſtaptly ſet! off. + As we were lis 
verſing the. woods of the floping' mount 
and were already on the road, which 
from the Shaddock Grove to the Port, 1 
heard ſome one walking behind us, When 
this perſon, who Was à negro; and: whe 
advanced with haſty. ſteps; had readhel 
enquired from whence he came, and whither 
he was going with ſuch expedition. A 
anſwered, I come ſtom that part of ithe 
iſland, called Golden Duſt, and am ſent 0 
the port, to inform the governor; that A 
ſhip from France has anchoredi|\njjon he 
Mand of Amber, and fires guns of t diſtreisz 
for the ſea is very ſtormy.“ Having aid 
this, man left us and . his journey. 

| nt 

* „Let us 90. card I to Paul, ow ar 
that art of the iſland, and meet Virginia, | 
It is only three leagues from hence. Ac. 
2 we bent our coarſe thither. The 

was ſuffocating. The moon had riſen, 

a was encompaſſed by three large black | 


HE circles, 
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Ake. A diſmal Harkabfs Mirouded? the 
but the! frequent flakes of lightning 
| vered long chains of thick clouds} glo- 
tene hung, and heaped together over 
the middle of the iſland, after having rolled 
with great rapidity from the oeean, although 
def felt dota breath of wind upon the land. 
A we'wialked along, we thought! we heard 
pekls of thunder}; hut after liſtening more at- 
dentively, e found they wert the ſound of 
diſtant cannon repeated by the echoes, 
{Thoſe ſounds, joined to the tempeſtuous af. 
pit offuhe heavens; ' made me ſhudder.:'l 
had/litzle-doubt that they were ſignals of 
i lreſe from a ſhip im danger. In half an 

Hour the firing ceaſed, and I felt the ſilence 
more appalling chan the dumal ſounds which 
lad preceded, e 

975.4551 1 rn 14, ber, e 9 

Me haſtened on 3 uttering * 
or daring to communicate 6ur appiehen- 
Gods, At midnight we arrived on the ſca 


Ahote at that part of the iſland. The * ws 
| broke 


20191 3 
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bine Alt Mie 8" 6 wen 0 
nibiſe, coveting t the re Hand che (bal xv 
their foam of a "Uazeling "whiteneſs, 0 
hlend&d with ſpatks of fits” By their pho 1 
phoric gleams we Uſtingyhed, "newiths 
Minding the Brknels, © the! Canoes | of thi y 
fiſhermeit, 122 they nat drawn: fat tal 
als 9 Gut toner 117 been (2127308 
11.4? | [50675 "vis TY" kl 
Near che ſhore 1 the enitrafice K. a FIR | 
we ſaw 4 fire, round which ſeveral of the 
mbWitits were alfemblel. "Thinker we 
© repaired; in order to repoſe” ourſelyes' til 
morning. One of tlie 'Etrcle” Telated, Uhaj 
in the afternoon ne had ſeen a veſſel Aten 
towards the iſland by the cutrents; that the 
night had hid it frotn' His view, "arid that 
two hours after fun-fer, he hid heatd "rhe 
firing of guns in Uiſtcels/; but'rhdt the” fen 
was ſo temßpeſtuous, chat no boat could ven 
ture out; trat a fhort tim after, lie thbught 
he perceived the glimmering of the watch ⸗ 
* on board the veſſel; Which he feared, 
"M's by 
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by its having, approached fo near the coaſt, 
had ſteered, berween the main land, and the 
| little illand of Amber, miſtaking it for the 
Point of Endeavour, near which the veſſels 
paſs i in orden to gain Port Louis: ö if this W 
Fu caſe, which however be could not. affirm 
ſhi; Pp. he apprebended was in great dangers 
ab illander then informed us, that he 
had frequently croſſed the channel which 
ſeparates the iſle of Amber from the coaſt, 
and which he had ſounded ; that the ancho- 
rage \ was good, and that the ſhi ip would there 
be in as great ſecurity as if it were in harbour. 
4. third illonder declared it was impoſſible, 
r the: thip | to enter that channel, which. 
Was ſcarcely navigable for a boat ; | he aſſert- 
ed that he had ſeen the veſlel; at. anchor, 
beyond the ifle of Amber, ſo that if the wind 
aroſe in the morning, it could either put to 
ſea, or gain the harbour. Different opinions 
were ſtated upon this ſubject, wlnich while 
thoſe indolent Creoles calmly diſcuſſed, Paul 
and I obſerved a profound ſilence. We remain- 
N + 1 ed | 
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ed on this ſpot / till break of day, hen e 
weather was too hazy to admit of our diſtin- 
guiſhing any object at ſea, which was covered 
with fog; All we could deſery was a dark 
cloud, which they told us was the iſle of 
Amber, at the diſtance of a quarter of 2 
league from the coaſt, + We could only diſ- 
cern. on this gloomy day the point of the 
beach where we ſtood, and the peaks- of 
ſome mountains in the interior part of the 
iſland, riſing occaſionally from n dard 
on W880 ann 


A een inthe ns we heard he 
beruf drums in the woods, and ſoon: after 
the governor, Monſieur de la Boutdonnais, 
arrived on horſeback; followed by a detach- 
meat of ſoldiers armed with muſkets, and a 
great number of iſlanders and blacks. He 
ordered them to make a general diſcharge, 
which was no ſooner done, than we per- 
om a glimmering light upon the water, 


Hs which 
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which: was, jnſtantiy ſucceeded by the found 
oſid gun. 'Wejudged that the ſhip Was at 
nu great diſtance, and ran towards that part 
where we” had ſeen the light. We now 
diſcetned through the fog, the holk and 
tackliag of a large veſſel; and notwithſtand- 
ing the noiſe of the waves, we were neut 
enough to hear the whiſtle of the bomfyrain 
at the helm, and the ſhouts of the mariners. 
As ſoon as the Saint · Geran percewed- that 
we were near enough to give her ſuccour, 
ſhe continued to fire guns regularly at the 
interval of three minutes. Monſieur de la 
| Boukdonhais cauſed great fires to be lighted 
at bertain. diſtances upon the ſtrand, and ſent 
0 all the inhabitants of that neighbourhped, 
in ſearch of proviſions, | planks, cable, and 
empty bar tels. A croud of people Hoon. 
. artivedy accompanied by their negroes loaded 
wih proviſions and rigging. One of the 
moſt lager of the planters (approaching the 
governor, aid to him, We have heard all 
night hoar ſe npiſes in the mountain, and in 
dünn, ENR the 
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dee brele, the le:9es/6FaNEtrOes are ER 
although were ier u: Wal pate i fexctlhg” 
deck refuge uh6n dhe. die 8 outen 
1 all thoſe ſigus announce en hurriéane?“ 
% Well; my friends; anfwered the ge. 
"ty er ye ane prepared f- ti; und ne, 
doubt tlie veſſel is #tfo,”- you N Yahuar 
vit it n b ods ho qu bin- A 
Every thidy,) indeed, renne the neat 
approach of the hurricane,” The centre of” 
the clouds in the zenith was of a diſmal 
black; while their ſkirts were fringed wil a: 
copper- hue. The air reſounded "witli the” 
cries of the frigate-dird; the cur- water and 
a-muhitude of other ſea: birds, WHh0O nots! 
withſtanding the obſcurity of the atmoſ=t 
phere, haſtened from all points nog n 
mee mai land. - Aw 
OR TE II ee Sr e 
| Toad ming the morning, we heard 
on the ſide of thie ocean, the moſt terrine” 
noiſes, as if torrents of water, mingled with 
thunder, were rolling down the ſteeps of the 
sldihog H 6 . moun- 


1,0 
Wo 


 which-ſhe was held at the ſlern. She had 
anchored between the iſle of Amber and the 


Which encircles the iſland, and which bar 
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there is the hurricane 1”, and in one 
moment a frighful whirlwind ſcattered the 
and its channel. The Saint- Gerau then 
preſented itſelf td our view, ber gallery 
crouded with people, her yards and main- 
top - maſt laid upon the deck, her flag ſhwer- 
ed, with four cables at her head, and one by 


main land, within that chain of breakers 


ſhe had paſſed over in 4 place where no 
veſſel had ever gone before. She preſented 
her head to the waves which rolled from the 
open ſea, and as each billow Tuſhed into the 


- traits, the ſhip hefived, ſo that her keel was? 


in air, and at the ſame moment her ſtern 
plunging into the water, diſappeared altoge- 
ther, as if it were ſwallowed up by the ſurges. 
In this poſition, driven by the winds and: 
waves torts: the ſhore, it was equally im- 

e 6 12 poſhble 
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Faſdhte fre her 0. enn Tby the. peſfge 
through which ſhe had;made her way, of by 
cutting hei cables to throw herſelf upon the 


banks mingled with breakers. Every billow 
which broke upon the coaſt. advanced. roar: 
ing to the bottom of the bay, and threw: 
planks to the diſtance of fifty feet upon the 
land, then ruſfiing back, laid bare its ſandy 
bed, from which it rolled immenſa ſtones 
with a hoarſe, diſmal; noiſe.” The ſra, ſwelled 
by the violence of the ind, roſs higher every 
moment, and the channel, between this | 
ifland and the iſle of Amber, was bat ane 
vaſl, theet of white foam, wah yavyning pita 
of black deep billows. The foam boiling in 
the gulph was more chan ſix feet high,, and 
the winds which ſwept its ſurface; bore. it 
oyer che ſtzep coaſt-more chan half a league, 
upon the land. Thoſe innumerable white 

flakes driven horizontally as far as the foati 
af the mountain, appeared like ſnow ifluing, 

from the ocean, which n | 

| with 4.7 


8 


beach from which ſtue was ſeparated by fand 
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with the ey. Thitk cloud#*bf à horrible 
fot” (Wept talcug“ the zenilhs with the 
fwiftneſs of birds, while - others *dppeared 
motionleſs as rocks. NO Dt Uf azure cbutd! 
be difcerned'in the fittflatnetit only pale 
ylow gleam <iſpliged e ebjecks of earthy 
ſen ünd fies 5111 fo ne eee 09 ny 
da gn n be haf nf of lg 
From the v iblent forts of the hip; what 
we dreaded; happened. The cables at the 
head of · the veſſel were torn away; it was 
thin hd by one anchor only,” HAN] i 
ſtaſitlx #ifhed upbm therotks at the Mſtunce 
&f haif's eable's" Yefigth from the ſhore. A 
genetali cty of horrot l iffuech ory the fpecs 
tators. Paul ruſtied towards the ſea, when, 
ſelring him dy the arm 1 extlaimed,'*4 would 
you pæriſſ Let me go to fave her? 
om he, „bf die 4 eing that deſpair 
had de prived ii of reuſohl Domings and i, 
in order to 'preferve him; faſtened à long 
cord round his waiſt; and ſeized hold of each 
_ Wr bannen 
4 tie 
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che hip opyr: (timing eaot.now fuelling 

upbn the breakers: Sometimes be had. the 
hope of reaching the veſſel, which the fea 
in its / irregular movements had left amaſt 
dry, ſo that you could have made its ci rcult 
on foot, but ſuddenly the Wayes ady aneing 
with 1eyyfury; ſhrouded it beneath moune 
tains of water, which then lifted it upright 
vpon its keel; ihe billes at the ſane mb 
ment threw the unfortunate Paul far upon 


the beach, bis legs bathed in blood, he 


boſom wounded, and himſelf half dead. The 
moment he had recovered his ſenſes, he , 

arid returned with new atdor towards: tha 
veſſel, the paris of which now-: yawaed 
aſunder from the violent ſtrokes of the bil 
lows. ; The crew then deſpairing of their 
ſafety; threw. themſelves in crouds into the 
ſea, upon yards, planks, bird-cages, tables, 
arid barrels. At this moment we beheld an 
object fitted to excite! eternal ſympathy 
young lady in the gallery of the ſterm ot the 
Saint. W put her arms towards. 
wet OY him 


-—- 


T4 


at PAUL. AND. VIRGINIA 


him who- mads o Mang efforts'ts join her. 
It was Virginia "She had diſcovered her 
lover by his intrepidity. The fight of this 
amiable young woman, expoſed to ſuch hor- 
rible danger, filled us with unuiterable deſ- 
pair. As for Virginia, with a firm and 
dignified mien, ſhe waved her hand as if 
bidding us an eternal farewel. All the 
failors had flung themſelves into the ſea, 
except one who ſtill remained upon the deck, 
and who was naked and ſtrong as Hercules. 
This man approached Virginia with teſpect, 
and kneeling at her feet, attempted to force 
her to throw off her cloaths, but ſhe repulſed 
bim with modeſty, and turned away 
head. Then was heard redoubled cries from 
the ſpectators, ** ſave her ! fave her! do 
not leave her but at that momenta moun- 
tain-billow of enormous magnitude ingulph- 
ed itſelf between the iſle of Amber and the 
coalt, and menaced the ſhattered veſſel to- 
wards which it rolled bellowing, with its black 
FILA | | , | ſight 
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> 


* 
2 


PAUL AND VIRGINTA s 


ſight, the\ failee-lgog-bicoſgif. idaho lt 
and Virginia ing death inevitable;. placed 
one hand upon her cloaths; Ahe other on her 
heart, and lifting-up.her, lovely eyes, ſeemed 
an engel ne par 10 talks lber flaght we hea | 


ven. in bs gk a: ug guue 


On, dayvef arent pres Le WO thingy, 
wad ſxallowed up by the-xtleptlels; hillous. 
The ſurge: threwy (oe of the ſpectators ſar 
upon the beach, whom an ãmpuiſe of hu: 
manity pirumpted to advance to nds Mita 
ginia, andalfo the ſailor vcho had enieauour- 
ed to fave her life. This man who had eſeng e 
ed: from alinoſt certain death, kneeling) on 
the ſand, exclaimed, Oh, my God Thou 
haſt ſaved my life, but I would havegihem 
it willingly for that poor young woman . 
6% lie e d en 4.455 ads; mb: 
TY 1 and myſelf. dren- Paul lenſeloſa 
to the ſhore. the (blood flowing: from bis 
mouth and ears: the governor ꝙ;ut him ĩnto 
e of a. ſurgeon; while we' ſought 
along 


4 
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aloagathe meren conf wry; 

bat: the Md haling ſuddünty chan gba 
which frequently happens during He 4 
our ſearch was ven, ahd wr kimented that 
w cod: he offs. pA this} vunfortonate- 
young woman the laſt fad Roy duties 


; LY We Sand fm the pat real 
with difindy;,) mid out mihds-wholly 6ccpied 

by one cruel ef), although numbers nad 
pbriſſled ar the wreck. Some of the ſpecta. 
tors ſeemeũd terapted From the fatabdeſtiny of 
mis virtuous goubg woman; to doubt tha 
evſtence.of Providence. \ Alas (there are in 
life bol terrible, ſuch unmerited evi chat 
even thd hope of 10 wile is ſometimes 

taken. LEON 4 Ih 441 IF 1 tec 

* liste 4 41 vox 1904 15s Fry ** 24 1 7% 10 
In che mean · time Paul, who began. to 
ober his fenſes, Was taken to 4 houſt in 
the neigbourbwoll, till he / was able 40! be! 
moved to his on habitation. Thicher L 
dent wy way with Dal and undertook 


gu 
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the ſad taſk. of prepating Virginia's mother 
and her friend for the | melancholy ebent 
which had happened. When we raached 
the entrance of the valley of the river of Fans 
Palms, foine/ negrors informed us that the 


fea had thrown many pieces of the /wietk | 


into the oppofitabay : we deſoended towandy 
it; and one of the firſt objects which ſtruck 
my fight upon the beach, was the corpſe 
of Virginia. The body was half coverdwvith 
ſand; and in the attitude in which we had 
Teen her periſh. Her featqres weren n 


changed; her eyed were "cloſed, her conn 


tenanee was ſtill ſerene; but the pale vioikes 


of death were blended on her check, wifi 


the bluſh of virgin modeſty. One of het 
hands was placed upon her cloaths and the 
other which the held on her heart, was faſty 
 clofed, and ſo ſtiffened. that it was wit 
difficulty I took from its grip a ſmall bog: 


how great was my emotion, hen I ſamit 


contained the picture of Paul, which the had 
promiſed him never to part: with while ſhe 
lived ! 


8 


%.* 
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lived | At the ſicht of this 1a mark of the 
fidelity and tenderneſs of that unfortunate 
girl, I wept bittetly. As for Domingo he 
beat his breaſt, and pierced the air with his 
cries. | We carried the body of Virginia to 
2 fiſher's hut; and gave it in charge of ſome 
poor eden hab nn 
away. 858 nr NR ie ae 


* 


„5 rafts a ap: Bet thr: 7 At)” #4; 

While they were employed in this melan- 
choly office, we aſcended with trembling 
ſteps to the plantation. We found Ma- 
dame de la Tour and Margaret at prayer, 
while waiting for tidings from the ſhip. As 
ſoon as Madame de la Tour ſaw me coming, 
ſhe eagerly eried, Where is my child, my 
dear child? My ſilence and my tears ap- 
priaed her of her misfortunes. She was 
ſeized with convulſive ſtiflings, with agonia- 
ing pains, and her voice was only heard in 
groans. Margaret cried, where is my 
fon? I do not fee my ſon !“ and fainted. 
We ran to her aſſiſtance; in a ſhort time 
e ſhe 
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ſhe recovered, and being aſſured that ber ſn 


was ſafe and under the care of the governor, 
ſhe only thought of ſuccouring her fniend, 
who had long ſucceſſive faintings. Madame 
de la Tour paſſed the night in ſufferings ſo 
exquiſite, that I became oonyinced there was. 
no ſorrow like a mother's. ſorrow. +» When 
ſhe recovered her ſenſes, ſhe caſt her languid 
and ſtedfaſt looks on heaven. In vain her 
friend.nnd myſelf preſſed her hands in ours, 
in vain we called upon; her by the moſt 
tender names ; the appeared molly. inſen- 
ſible, and e. boſom. heaved deep 
ad bellen moans. 
j tte A bait wg giti. r 
. the morning Paul, az. brought ham 
in a palanquin, He, was now» geffored 0 
reafon, hut unable: to utter a words, H in- 
terview with his mother and Madame; dea 
Tour, which I Had, dreaded, produced a 
better effet than all my caxes, A ray of co. 
ſolation gleamed upon che eguntenguces of 3 
| —_ enn mothers. They flew to 
meet 


Leticia 
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meet him, clapſed him in their arms, and 
bathed him wich tears, which exceſs of an- 
guith had till no forbidden to flow. Paul 


mixed his tears with theirs; and, nature 


| Havingthus found relief, à long ſtupor ſuc» 
ceeded the convulſtve pants rhen lad iuffrred. 
eee dee, 
ND Mig * Gars ut 10 N e by wr: 
Monſieur de la e ee to ap- 
mad deen berne to e er eye order 


89 


from hence it was to be transferred to the 


ehurch of the Shaddock Grove. I haſtened 
to Port Louis, and found a multitede aſ- 
ſembled fromm all patta, intorder to de pręſent 
at the funeral ſolemniey, a6 if the whole 
land had toft its faireſt ornament. The 
Fells in che harbour dad their yards eroſſed, 
their flags hoiſted, and fired guns at intervals, 
The grenadiers led the funeral/procelidn, 
- with their muſquets reverſed; their drains 
muffled, and ſending "forth flow, distal 
1 | 4 ſounds 


| 
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ſounds. Eight , young: ladies of the Woll 
canfiderable-families/of the iſland, dreſſed in 
White, and beating polms in their Hanes, 
ſupported the /pall of their amiable com- 
panion, : which: ws irewtd wich - fle-. 
They were: followed by a band of chien 
chanting hymns, and by the governor, his 
 Geldiofficers, all the, principal. iababitamm of 
the jſland, and an imme nſa grouhof peoples. . 6 
banglg wel, oat; od; big ang 
Ahe ee eee, eee 
by uhe adaptation: ok ghe hour he 
were dera of rendering, honors: Y 
nir tne of: Virginia. Bur when be b 
ceſhan rrived iat tha ſoot of this mennta. 
at the, ſight of oſe cot. of which, the. 
| had. ſo long heen t. annament ad 


belpairy .the funeral, php: Wat intearu pink 
the, bymgs aud-agihengs-coalblh, and ite bi 
reſounded with ſighs and lamentations, Com- 
going Gf dung girk ran fröm the adgh- 
pouring nm , 

2834 "FOO 


pinch. and.wbich. hu lo neff le M 
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Virgin with their ſcavfs, /chaþlets, and 
erowns of flowers, in voling her as u ſaint, 
Mothers aſked of heaven à child like Vir- 
ginia; lovers, a heart as faithful ; the ppur, 
pres eee . as kind. 
aniſtbiefs, bold nw 70 bore ie eee e 
af... Kontron 27 X gi? PAL: aft 013 Apes ical 
When the Pprocefſion Rad reached the 
places of interment, the negreſſes of Mada- 
gaſcar, and the caffres of Moſambiac placed 
| baſkets of uli around the vorpſo, ani Hung 
pieces of buff uon ihe Heighdouring) trees 
aceoring to the euſtom of their 'eguntry: 
The Indiaas of Bengal, and of che couſt of 
Malabatf brought cage filled with birds, 
whichi)they ſet at liberty upOn her coffin; 
Thus'did the '16f6 of ih dniiable depo | 
afſe@ the natives of different · countries 
thus was the rirüal of r 
breathed over is we wedge Hep 


Shel norton] N gin e 
She was interred eee of tht 


eſtas the' waſkerp, hdg, 1 
5 tr. 
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_ the: foot of a copſe of, W 
coming from maſs with her. mother and 
Margaret, ſhe loved to repoſethevſcf, ſeed 
by Wo. whom a7 cal her Wacker. amis: 
F ST Ts 0. 85 n 
Fo On big Bought 10 te faneral folemwityy 
| Monſieur de la Bourdgonais came hither, 
followed by part of his, numerous train. He 
offered Madame de la Tour and her friend 
all the aſſiſtance which it was an Nis power 
to beſtow.” ,. After exprefling his indgpation 
at the conduct of her unnatural aunty he 
advanced to Paul, and faid every thing.which 
he thought moſt likely to ſooth mee 
him. Heaven is my witneſs,” fad, hes 
„that I wiſhed to enſure your happineſs} 
and that of your family, My dean fend, 
you muſt go to France; I. will, obtain a 
commiſſion for you, and during your-abſence 
will take the ſame cars of your mother as if 
ſhe were my own. ,He then affe ed him 
his hand, but Paul drew away, an turned 
* de an erbten Un 20 bind 


re- 


"4 


— 


Werntain. The Turgeon' of the governor 
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Wes remained at the fun ewe 
tunate friends, that I might render to them 


* 


an@'Pavt thoſe offices of friendſhip which | 


ſoften, though they cannot cure, calamity. | 
At the end of three weeks, Paul was able to 


walk, yet his mind ſeemed to droop in pro- 


portion as his frame gathered ſtrength, | 'He 
was inſenſible to every thing, his look was 8 


vacant, and when ſpoken to, he made no 


reply: Madame de la Tour, who was dying, 


Rl te rim often, My fon, while I Took 


2 you 1 think 1 .es Virginia" At the 


name of Virginia he ſhuddered, and haſtened 


gem ber, notwithſtanding the intreaties of 


his mother, who called him back to her 
friend, He uſed to wander into the garden, 


and feat Himſelf at the foot of Virginia's 


a eo fe, with us eyes fixed upon the 


who had ſhewn the moſt humane —_— | 


10 Paul; und the whole family, fold us, that 


bn order” to cum ſhat deep melancholy: what | 
had taken polfeſſion of vf mind, we mut 


1 4 allow 


Þ it N * W 4. 


rau 25 NN FA! thy 


3 hy ht 9 "oi! een 1.14 wo 2 0 
1 T reſold 10 fallow thi Ae "The. 

firſt uſe which Paul ausde of bis fetumng 
ftrength, was to abſent Hirhſelf from the pn. 


„and def Do. 


him,” Tet out 
| mingo to take ſoms “ 


when he was near the church 0 ite ey of 
Bambces, he walked Gre Saty to" e er 


where he faw ſome new-lajd extth/" and there i 


kneeling dowti and raiſing is ect hö beagen, 


he offered up 2 long prayer, Which ap- 
peared to me a ſymptom of returning rem? 
fince this mark of confidente' in the Supreme 2 


Being, ſhewed thathis mind began to 
its natural functions, Doming and 1 W 
re. lis example, fell upon dür Knee, ll. - 


„ _  mingſed | 


Yar Mm todo whatever Ti ple, e . 
yer e ns. 


tation „Being determined not to le fight or 1 


* 


ze! 
pany us. Puubt ſiiength/aild Wirte Weben 
renewed as he deſcended the mountain. He 
took the road of the 'Stiadduck' Grove'; *and' 


— 


_ trediup 
hor l e Wer oder Me. halte hern there 


denn for, lter having gazgdha confjderable 


/ 


) 
PI the"? ** 


0 PAUL ann 7.9 9 


- mingled ont prayers with his. When, he | 
aufe, he beawhys MF: pay ing little atiention, | 


to us, towards the ern pant of the. iſlagcl. 


As we knew that he was not only ignorant 


_ af;þe ſpot yrherꝑ abe both of Vinginia, was 
; hid, bat even wheiher it had een ſuntched 


fromthe. wayes; Haſked hin why he had of- 
bist ga er zb he tags of theſe ham 


aßen V.obiarantioegd this, coufſe until 


Wee th the £a:ders,gfuthe. farcſt, when, 
niht cme og, Lereyailed- With hin to tale 
ſpme nouziſhment ; ahn gye Alept upon the, 


Staß at: the; fqar of a tree ; che next day 1 
 thonghyþ<e emen, diſpoſed tg, trace back his 


Rte church gfahe Shaddgek Grone, 
Wh its avenues af bampoe Arerching along 
the.plain, he,made-a, motion 8s if he would 
e Fut deni, binnsing Indo ihe fofeſf, 
eee ed Nenn, the,nonth,, Jjudged 
ht rae bis defians from which, I endear | 
ere 70 e We. At noon. yp 

dlz > i arrived 


%. 
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arab nat bart S An, henne e 
CHD He cufhed che Def 
blieb wo che por · bete ile. Bab; Ger . 
ed“ At the Uggt of lhe Ef Hb, 
an its haute wen bach d nnttut; 
ned VMrginia) offi wy dE Ndl. 
anch fell, ſen feet! 0 land Wer 
cürtien num to e week, WMNte fr we M. 
vehed hitte te uche ace 
effort to return to the ſen illdre, bert dig 
| conjured him nat to: renew thi owiy anguiſh 
weck ade eee, Hr eng ed | 
ke ſdbgfIt every ſpbt White Ne Had oe WI. 
dereP With tut Ebrimgbn ig Gf nis chino: 
He traced the path by hieb fue bad gonefte 725 
e for the ſlave of the 'Bladk River. 
Ele gtd agen upon d bands af Me N 
of the Three” Pens: white me Mad regen 
Herſelf when vniable to walk füfcher, and Up 
 thit part bf the bod Hefe they? Je dex 
way. All thoſe baunte Which recalled/zhie 
HS, the ſports, the repaſts; lie bene! 
8 „ van 


— 


* - 
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| apleyce of her he loved, the river of the dop- | 
 g-mountain,, My: houſe, the neightogring = 
aaſcade, ; the-papaw- tee the had planted, be 
 moſly-downs' where. the loved io run, the 
| qpenings of the foreſt where ſie uſed o-fing, 
called forth fucceavely the: tears of hoye|els 
Palhon, ;and, baſe very echoes, whighhad-{o 
olan .cclounded their. mutual outs Hf 
vow. oon rere thoſe acgents. of lm, 
en On ag de Muna e 
Din 10 710 10 FE Wunut 07 10 10 +. ia 03 
| 4 + Waik bn: led, me farage, pm oandeving 
lie, his eyes hecamę ſunk, and bellow; his gin 
aflumed a yellow tint, nd hig bealyh.zapidly 
_ decayed./, Convinced that. preſent ifpſferings 
are rendered mare acnte by the, bitzer recol · 
leQion , paſt pleaſyres, and thay, the paſſiqus 
gather ſtrongih in ſolitude, I reſolved 50 tat 
my unfortynae fi end frogthaſe.ſcepps which 
_ pecalled the.,nemengbrange_ of his loſs,, and as 
lead him to a morg ſbuſy part of the ifland, 
With this view I conducted him to che inha⸗ 
dee nn . ; 
| t | 


d 
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2 died here agriculture and commerce 
ever occaſioned much buſile and variety: A = 


eroud of carpenters were employed in — 
down the trees, ' while others. were ſawing 


on. the roads. Numerous herds of oxen and 
troops of horſes were feeding on thoſe ample 
meadows, over which a number of habitations 


were ſcattered. ' On many ſpots, the elevation 
of the ſoit was favourable to the /culture of - 


Euiopean trees: ripe corn wavcd its yellow = 


ſheaves upon the plains; ſtrawbertycplant 


flouriſhed in the openings of the woods, und 


hedges of roſe buſhes along the roads. The 
freſhneſs of the air, by giving a tenſion to the 
nerves, was favourable to the Ebtopeatu. 


From thoſe heights, ſituated near the middle 
of the ifland, and futrdunded by extenfive 


— 


planks. Carriages were paſſing atid-repaſſitlg = 


| foreſts, you could neither diſcern Port- Louis, 


he church of the Shaddock- Grove. or A 


other object which could recal to Paul he 


remembrance. of Virginia, Even the mou 
tains which appear of various | ſbapes on the 


T4 © ons 


= 
R 
— * 
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fade of Pott Le fen: nothing to the 

eye from thaſe plaina, but a long protmontory 
ſtretching itſelf in a ſtraight and perpendi- 
cular line, from hence ariſe 1 pyramids 
| of rocks, on the ſummiis ih. which ee cb 


: 


” N . 
N 0 Apt eee ogy ol 


K | þ 4 , , 72 
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"To thoſs A Sh hah Paul, | leh 1 
bl continuually in action, walking with him 
in rain; and fun-ſhine, night and' day, con- 
triving that he ſhonld Joſe himſelf in the 
depths of foreſts, leading him over untilled 
grounds, and endeavouring by violent fatigue 
to divert his mind from its gloomy meditations, 
and change the courſe oſhis reflections by his 
ignorance of the . paths where we wandered: 
but the ſoul of a lover finds every where the 
traces of the object belov eil. The niglit and 
the day, the calm of ſolnude and the tumult 
of crouds, time itſelf, while it caſts the thade 
of oblivion over ſo many other remembrances, | 
in ain would tear that tender and ſacred recol- 


lection from the _ which, like the needle 
WAS F 4 when 


* 


1 ahi 


whe Suey; the loadſtone 
may have been forced imo egitatlon, n 


ſooner left. to qpoſe than it turns to the: Pole | 


by which it was attzaQed,) When 4 enquired | , 
of Paul, while we wandered amidſt the plans 


of Williams, t Mete are wejnow, gotng®* 
He pointed to the north, and fad, a. 
are gur * rang aue 


„ Th 
"T4 Alden rr 9 f: F r 2 
Upon . Itoond d ae ne 


I took to divert his melancholy was fruit. . 
and that. mo reſgurce was left but an streng 
to gombor his pathon-by the arguments whlith: | 


reaſon ſuggeſted. I anſwered him, & yes, 
there are the, mountains. where once dwelt- 
your beloved, Virginia and this is the pictuts 
you gave her, and which ſhe held when dying © | 
to her heart; that heart which even in her laſt 
moments only deat for vou. I then gaye 
Paul the, little» picture which he had given 


tan. At this fight a gloomy joy overſpread 
his looks. . He eagerly 1 the, picture wil 


* 


'-hewerertit.; 5 


Virginia at the horders of the cocoa · tree un- 


1 dt. 18 , ” " 


a 


20 e 


his feebte bahds, unc held if 10 bir yl bY 


bo vA 


emotion, auc his ces were filled with tes | 
RY, which had ho poet to flow. N Wk Men 
e's oo ct bott V's rtf watts 1 

"© My dengel BeH to himw-who'is 
your friend, who wis the friend of Virginia, | © 
and who, in th& bloom of your hopes, en- 
deavoured to fortify your mind againſt the 
unſoreſeem sccidents of Tife; What de you 
deplore with ſo much bitterriefs ? 'yFour-own 
nüssfortunes, or thbſe of V irginia? Vor b 
_ mif6rtunics are indeed ſerere. You have 
| loſt the moſt amiable of women, "the 
who facrifiecd her ow intereſts to yours, whs' 
| preferred you to all that fortune could beſtow, 
and conſidered you'as 'the only recompente 
worthy of her virtues,” | Bot might not this 
very object, from whom you expected e 

| pureſt happineſs, have proved to you # ſource 
| of the moſt cruel diſtreſs. She had returned 
pe, be _ you could hetices 


Mg - © 
. 
1 
\ 4 


oppreſſed boſom! fcemed ready to Bürſt wi 


v4 
| 
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labouts j/ while rendered more delicate by 
her education, and more: courageous-by her 
misfortunes, you would have beheld her every 
day ſinking! beneath her” efforts to ſhare and 
ſoften your fatigues. Had the brought. m 
children, this would only have ſerved 16490 
_ -creale her inquietudes and your own,” from 
the difficulty of ſuſtaining your aged parete 
and your mfint family, You'willtelf'itns 
there would have been reſerved for yo an 
| happinies- independant of fortuiie; that of 
pftotecting a beloved object, which arriches 
itſelf to us in proportion to its helpledehs ; | 
that your pains and ee 
tved — — and that 
ur pion eee engib 
mata caikforranes. | ot yo; 
** Laut g , eee Mes tete 
nd oubtediy, eee 16e can ſheds 
charm over pleaſures which are thus mungled 
with bitterneſs. / But Virginia i no mou? 
yet thofe perſons ſtült live,” hom, Belt ce 
pourſelf, ſhe held moſt dear, her mother ah b 


16 your © 
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your own, whom your inconſolable aſſſiction 
| is bending with ſorrow to the grave Place 
your - happineſs as ſhe did Her's, in affording, 
WW them (ugcour ; and why geplore the fate of 
n M Virginia? Virginia till Exiſts. 7 There is, 
de aflured,aregion,jin vhich virtue receives 
its geward, 1 Virginia nom is happy. Ah 1, 
if from the abode pf angels ſhe could tell you 
25 ll. did e bid, you farewel, 0. 
Faul ligs is hut 2 trial, I was faithful to the 
_ of nature, love am virtue. — 1 
found I/ had fulfilled, my duties, and 
ſngtehed me for ever from all, the, mileries 
might have, enduredimylelf, and: all, I might, 
have felt ſor he miſer ies of, others,, [1 am 
plage9. dne dir reach of all human cike, 
and you pity me! Lam become, Pure and n= 
changeable as a particle of light, and vou 
would u recall me to the, garkueſs, of human 
life 1, O Faul! O-my belpyed friend | recols 
1& thoſe, days of happineſs, whea,Jjw he : 
woßping we felt the delighttyl ſenſations ex- 
ane by, the Lane beauties of nature; 


when 2 


daf Do 
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when we gazed upon the, ſun gilding the 
peaks of thoſe rocks, and then ſpreading his, 
rays. over the boſom of the ſoreſts. How: 
exquiſite were our emotions while we enjoyed 
the glowing colours of che qpening day, the 
odours of our ſhrubs,. the. concerts of o¹, 
birds. Now, at the ſource. of beauty, from 
which flows. all that is dehghtful upon earth, 
my toulintuitiygly ſces, taſtes, hears, touches, 
what before the could only be, made, ſenſibie 
of, thrpugh he medium of pur weak organs. 

Ah,! hat, language can deſcribe thoſe ſhares! | 
. of eternalliſs, which I inhapit for ever,! All 
that infinite power ang, celeſtial bounty can 
confer z hat harmony which, zeſults um 
igndſhip, with numberleſs beingsg,exuking. 
in the ame feſicity, we enjoy in unmixed 

perſeRion. Supports chen the trial, which..g$ 

alloted vou, that you may heighten the hap- 
pineſs of your Virginia by love, Which will 
know ng, termination, by -bymeneals Which 
würde immortal. There I will cm your 
regrets? I will w ie an ban trars, Oh. 
15 A | | Jy * 


* » &. a L 
: : —_ - 1 
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7 der dee ele fa moment,” ED 6 0 
_ . B> #01 fd 4444 wig i Thi 01% 4344 £2 
1 Ay bbs eden choked my uiterance 
Mat looking #rmeNedtifily; cried, „ She is 
' no more] ſhe is no more! and a long faint- 
ing fit ſucceeded that melancholy exckima- 

non. When” reſtored to himfelf, he faid, 
e ſinet denth is & gbd, hd fines Virginid"is 
happy, 1 would die too, and be united to 
| Virginia.” Thus the mot ves of conſolation 
I had offered, only ſerued to nootifh bis de- 
ſpair. I Was ikea nan who attempts to ſave 
i friend ſinking in the midſt of à flood, and 
refuſing to Wim. Sorrow bad overwheliized 
bis ſoul. Alas! the misfottunes of curly 
ears prepare man for e 
but Paul hat never known __ | 


— 


} 4 


[4464 Mavieaticto Ulis aue 0 my 
found his mother and Madame de la Tour 


ö 
drooped | 
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b my good! frier Haid Margaret,” 


She ſaid to me, 1 enjoy the moſt perſec e 


| I believe happens in this. world without the 
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a6 | 44 oft.” Thoſt lively na ifs A 2 ; 
Which ſight -aflliions/ male Halt impref- / 


fron, are leaſt capable” of reſiftag great ch A 
be, Nr oö e 63 T1610 * 
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< methought laſt night I ſaw Virginfa dreſſeb 
in white, amidſt delicigus bowers-and gardens. 


pines; and. then approaching Paul with ' 
failing air, he bare him away: While ] 
ruggled zo retain my fo, 1 tel wat T. yfel 


was quitting we earth; am that 1 followed = 


bim wilk ane xpreffible delight. [ cden Ih- 
4 jobid my friend fareyel, when Ie 


was haſtening - after me with Mary. and Do- 
mingo. But what 75 — moſt ſtrange j 8; ru 
Madame de ln Tour has this very . 


dream atended with the ſame r tk 


"ul My dear friend I nn « nothing 


permiſhon & Gdd. Dreams ſontetinzes foretel 
> truth. 
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Madame de 4s Tour related to une hen 
dream, which Ws exact AMiter ; and 25, L, | 
had never obſerved in either of thoſe ladies any 
propenſity to ſuperſtition, I was ſtruck with | 
the ſingular co- incidence of their dreams, 
Which I had dinle e e Wet. 
Aiced- Nis . Rwy: n Nr Horer * 


What Tec AA took 8 | bail | 
try months TE the death of his Virg iniay 
whoſe nar welt e uf on his lips even b. l 
0 wulle woe *; ht 40 ys after theveath, | 
Mus fon, Aras arbt* of vB ef Jaſt hour aß⸗ 
520 With ee Abd 0¹ vly virtue, | 
at” "tic bade Madame de 14 Fe 
Bott fender fo el, rg the hop 5 ſhe 
ſai, wht a 7 2 40 eternal 25 Uniod.“ 
10 Death 18 'the woſt bes Lac good,” added 1 
ther and we o ou ofit ende it. 117 life Wy 1 
puniſhffent,“ we Abdul "with 657 its ter- 
mination; if it be mA, we ſhould be thank- 
ful Git MRS eee e 
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The governor took care * Domingo and 
+ DET | | . Mary, & 


2 


— * 


Sa * V 10 IN tA. 1 
Mary eee dong. * labour, 


and who ſurvieed their miſttoſſes but a ſhoft 
time. N e ee e 8 


a he: loft his welter. 15 


en the n n 


1 conducts Madame de la Tour to my 


dwelling,' and ſhe bore her calamities With 


elevated fortirude: She had endeav ou de 
comfort Paul and Margaret till their laſt mo- 
ments, as if ſhe herſelf had had no agonies to 


bear. When they were no more; ſhe uſed to 
1 of them as of beloved friends from whom 
ſhe was not diſtant. die ſurvived them but 
one month. Far from reproaching her aunt 


for thoſe afflictions ſhe had cauſedy her benign 


ſpirit prayed to God to pardon her, and to 


appeaſe that remorſe, which the conſequenceg\' | 


of her Se would SP awaken in her 
breaſt. 1 1 
* 2 bo] | ce 

I heard, 15 ſucceſive veſſels which arrived 
from Evrope, that this unnatural relation; 


* * by a n conſcience,” accuſed 
* herſelf 
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| heefelf continaally of the untimely fate of her 
3 s e eee erw -den Wr 
relations, whom ſhe hated, took the direction 
of her fortune, after ſſrutting her up as a lu- 

natie, though ſhe 'ſufficient uſe of 
ber reaſon to feel all the pangs of her dreadful 
ſituation, and died at length in agonies of de- 
ſpair. W E OE fn en ox: 


7 „ 


nne an, . FE Her Pu [T8 

The body of Paul was placed by the fide 
af tis Vieginia, at the foot of the ſame ſhrubs, 
and on. chat hallowed ſpot the remains of their 
tender mothets and their faithful ſervants were 
laid. No marble covers the turf, no inſcription 
records their virtues, but their memory is en- 
graven upon our hearts in characters which 
are indelible :. and ſurely. if thoſe pure ſpirits 
ſtill take an intereſt in what paſſes upon 
earth, they love to wander beneath the roofs 
bf thoſe, dwellings which are inhabited by in- 
duſtrious virtue, to conſole: the poor who 
complain of their deſtiny, to cheriſh in the 
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The voice of the. ects, N oſten 
| Glent with regard in heb tonents read 
to. fatter the pride of kings, hay g ven dome 
parts of this iſland names which will mm 
lize the loſs of Virginia. Near dhe ie of 0; 
Amber, in the inidſt & fand - banks, i ſpot 3 4 
called ihe Paſs of Saint Getan, fromſibe nme 
eee e 
wem ty of that point of land, fin. ; 
Ae Sr GR ER.” N 
orf the night preceding the hurricane, is called 
the Cape of Misfortune; and before us, at 
the end of the valley} is che B of tb Tomb. 
where Virginia was found buried in the ſands 
as if _the waves had ſought 10, feſtbre hen 
corpſe to her farhily, that they might render 
it the laſt ſad duties, on thoſe ſhores, of which =. 
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with their foliage, thoſe fountains which 
floived- fot vou, . thoſe” billocks upon WRich 
you» repofed,: ftrth your! tofs'! Ne 
ane had ine to eule rafr chatfdes 
© ſolatedigrbund] orrepair thoſdifaileds hum)? 
Volt goats are become wild, yo ,t 
are deſtroyed, ybhe birds are fled; and nothing 
is heard hut therery2 uf tko ſpartow- Hauk, 
who ſkims 4he-vallzyriof cls As; 
for myſelf; fince Lbehvid:you no more) Lam 
like a — CE 
veller who! Wanders- over: the” earth; »defo 
| e NI gal ft 15 514 4 70% 7 {x * 
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4 ſaying theiſe wordaʒ the good obl mas 

retired, ſhedding tehrꝭ and mine: hl oft 
flowed dbring this\melanchbly narration, % 6N 
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